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Many lives of Nelson have been writ* 
ten : one is yet wanting, clear and concise 
enough to become a manual for the young 
sailor, which he may carry about with him, 
till he has treasured up the example in his 
memory and in his heart. In attempting 
such a work, I shall write the eulogy of 
our great naval Hero; for the best eulogy 
of Nelson is the faithful history of his 
actions: the best history, that which shall 
relate them most perspicuously* 



CHAPTER I. 



CONTENTS, 

kelson's birth and boyhood. — He is .entered on boar4 
the Raisonnable.: — Goes to the West Indies in a 
merchant-ship; then serves in the Triumph. — He 
sails in Capt. Phipps's voyage of discovery. — Goes to 
the East Indies in the Seahorsic, and returns in ill 
health.— Serves as acting lieutenant in the Worcester, 
and is made lieutenant into the Lowesto^e, com- 
mander into the Badger brig, and post into the Hin- 
chinbrook. — Expedition against tiie Spanish main. — 
Sent to the North Seas in the Albemarie.~Services 
during the American war. 

Horatio, son of Edmund and Gatherinb 
Nelson, was bom Sept. S9, ITSS, in the 
parsonage house of Burnhara Thorpe^ a 
village in the county of Norfolk, of which 
his father was rector. The maiden name of 
his mother was Suckling : her grandmo* 
ther was an elder sister of Sir Robert 
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Walfole, and this child was named after 
his godfather, the first Lord Walpole. 
Mrs. Nelson died in 1767, leaving eight, 
out of eleven, children. Her brother, Capt. 
Maurice Suckling, of the navy, visited 
the widower upon this event, and promised 
to take care of one of the boys. Three years 
afterwards, when Horatio was only twelve 
years of age, being at home during the Christ- 
mas holydays, he read in the county news- 
jpaper that his uncle was appointed to the 
Raisonnable, of 64 guns. " Do William," 
said he to a brother who was a year and 
half older than himself, ^^ write to my father, 
^^ and tell him that I should like to go to 
** sea with unde Maurice." Mr. Nelson 
was then at Bath, whither he had gone for 
the recovery of his health : his circumstances 
were straitened, and he had no prospect of 
eiier seeing (hem bettered : he knew that it 
was the wish of providing for himself by 
wliidi Horatio was chiefly actuated; and 
did not oppose his resolution : he iinder« 
stooA: also the boy's character, and had 
aAvrays said, that in whatever station he 
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tiiiglit be placed, he would dimb, if poasi*^ 
ble, to the very top of the tree. Accordingly 
Capt. Suckling was written to. ^^ Wbat^'^ 
said he in his answer, ^^ has poor Horatio 
^' done, who is so weak, that he, above aU 
'^ the rest, should be sent to ron^*it out afc 
*' sea ? — ^But let him come, and the first tiae 
^^ we go into action a cannoB ball may knock 
^^ off his head, and provide for him at once.'* 
It is manifest from these words, that Ho* 
ratio was not the boy whom his uncle would 
have chosen to bring up in his own profes* 
sion. He was never of a strong body ; and 
the ague, which at that time was one of the 
most common diseases in En^and, had greatly 
reduced his strength; yet he had abeady 
given proofe of that resolute heart and no- 
bleness of mind, which, during his whole 
career of labour and of glory, so eminently 
distinguished him. When a mere child, 
he strayed birds-nesting from his mother^s 
house in company with a cow-boy: the 
dinner-hour elapsed; he was absent, and 
could not be found ; and the alarm of the 
family became very great^ for they appre* 
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bended that he might have been carried off' 
by the gipsies. At length, after search had 
been made for him in various directions, he 
was discovered alone, sitting composedly by 
the side of a brook, ^hich he could not get 
over. *' I wonder, child," said the old lady 
when she saw him^ ^' that hunger and fear 
** did not drive you home." — " Fear! 
^^ grandmamma," replied the future hero, 
** I never saw fear : — What is it ? " Once, 
after the winter holy day s^ when he and his 
brother William had set off'on horseback to 
return to school^ they came back, because 
there had been a fall of snow ; and William^ 
who did not much like the journey^ said it 
was too deep for them to venture on. ^^ If 
** that be the case," said the father, " you 
'^ certainly shall not go ; but make another 
'^ attempt, and I will leave it to your ho- 
*^ nour. If the road is dangerous, you may 
'^ return: but remember^ boys, I leave it 
•* to your honour." The snow was deep 
enough to have afforded them a reasonable 
excuse } but Horatio was not to be prevailed 
upon to turn back. ^' We must go on," 
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isaid he : ^^ remember, brother, it was left 
^* to our honour ! '* — ^There were some fine 
pears growing in the Schoolmaster's garden^ 
which the boys regarded as lawfUl booty, 
and in the highest diegree tempting ; but the 
boldest among them were afraid to venture 
for the prize* Horatio volunteered upon this 
service : he was lowered down at night from 
the bed-room window by some sheets^ plun^^ 
dered the tree, was drawn up with the pears, 
and then distributed them among his schools- 
fellows, without reserving any for himself;---^ 
^^ He only took them^" he said^ ^^ because 
*' every other boy wiM afraid.'* 

Early on a cold and dark spring morning 
Mr. Nelson's servant arrived at this school 
at North Walsham with the expected sum^ 
mons for Horatio to join his ship. The part- 
ing from his brother William, who had been 
for so many years his playmate and bed* 
fellow, was a painful effort^ and wa3 the 
begmning of those privations which are the 
sailor's lot through life. He accompanied 
his father to London^ The Rabonnable 
was lying in the Medway. He was put 
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tbto the Chatbam fflagCy and oa its arrival 
iras set down with the rest of the passen- 
gersy and left io find his waj on board as 
he could. After wandering abo>at in the 
cold, without being able io reach the ship, 
an officer obserred the forlorn appearance 
of the boy, questioned him, and happening 
io be acquainted with his uncle, took hipi 
home, and gave him some reireshppnls. 
When he got on board, Capt. Suckling 
was not in the «hip, nor had any pers(»i 
been apprized of the boy's coming. He 
paced the deck the whole remainder of the 
day, without being noticed by any one ; and 
it was not till the second day that somebody, 
as he expressed it, ^^ took compassion on 
him." The pain which is felt when we 
are first transplanted firom our native soil, 
—when the living branch is cut from the 
parent tree, — is (me of the most pcHgnant 
which we have io endure through life. 
There aie after*grie6 which wound moie 
^c^ly, which leave behind them scan 
™^ to be eflhced, which bruise the 
^urit, and aomttimes bieak the heart: but 
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ney^ never do we feel so keenly the want 
of lore, the necessity of being loved, and 
the setise of utter desertion, as trhen. we 
firat leave the haven of home, and are, as 
it Were, pushed off upon the stream of life. 
Added to the^e feelings, the sea^boy has to 
endure physical hardships, and the privation 
of every comfort, even of sleep. Nelson had 
a feeMe body and an affectionate heart, and 
he remembered through life his first days of 
wretchedness in the service. 

The Raisonnable having been commis- 
sioned on account of the dispute respect- 
ing the Falkland Islands, was paid off as 
soon as the difference with the Court of 
Spain was accommodated, and Capt. Suck^ 
ling was removed to the Triumph, 74, then 
stationed as a guardship in the Thames. 
This was considered as too inactive a life 
for a boy, and Nelson was therefore sent 
a voyage to the West Indies in a merchant* 
ship, commanded by Mr. John Rathbone, 
an excellent seaman, who had served as 
master's-mate under Capt. Suckling in the 
Dreadnought. He returned a practical sea- 
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man, but with a hatred of the kiogs service^ 
and a saying then common among the sailors 
<— ^^ Aft the most honour ; forward, the better 
'^ man." Kathbbne had probably been dis« 
appointed and disgusted in the navy ; and^ 
with no unfriendly intentions, warned Nelson 
against a profession which he himself had 
found hopeless. His uncle received him on 
board the Triumph On his return^ and dis- 
covering his dislike to the navy, took the 
best means of reconciling him to it. He 
held it out ai& a reward, that if he attended 
well to his navigation, he should go in the 
cutter and decked longboat, which Was at^ 
tached to the commanding officer's ship at 
Chatham. Thus he became a good pilot for 
vessels of that description firom Chatham to 
the Tower, and down the Swin Channel to 
the North Foreland, and acquired a confi*' 
dence among rocks and sands of which he 
often felt the value. 

Nelson had not been many months on 
board the Triumph, when his love of enter-* 
prise was excited by hearing that two ships 
were fitting out for a voyage of discovery 
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toward the North Pole. In consequence of 
the difficulties which were expected on such 
a service, these vessels were to take out ef* 
fective men, instead of the usual number of 
boys. This, however, did not deter him 
from soliciting to be received, and by his 
uncle's interest he was admitted as coxswain 
under Capt. Lutwidge, second in command* 
The voyage was undertaken in compliance 
with an application from the Royal Socieity. 
The Hon. Capt. Constantine John Phipps^ 
eldest son of Lord Mulgrave, volunteered 
his services. The Racehorse and Carcass 
bombs were selected, as the strongest ships, 
and therefore best adapted for such a voy- 
age; and they were taken into dock and 
strengthened, to render them as secure as 
possible against the ice. Two masters of 
Greenlandmen were employed as pilots for 
each ship. No expedition was ever more 
carefully fitted out; and the first lord of 
tlie Admiralty, Lord Sandwich, with a laud- 
able solicitude, went on board himself, be- 
fore their departure, to see that every thing 
had been, completed to the wish of the offi* 
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(Cers. The ships were provided with a 
simple and excellent apparatus for distiHing 
fresh from salt water, the invention of Dr« 
Irving, who accompanied the expedition. 
It consisted merely in fitting a tube to the 
ship's kettle, and applying a wet mop to 
the surface, as the vapour was passing. By 
these means, from thirty-four to fcnrty gallons 
were produced every day. 
• They sailed from the Nore on the fourth 
of June : on the sixth of the following 
month they were in lat. 79® 66' 39"; 
long. 9° 43' SO" E. The next day, about 
the place where most of the old discoverers 
had been stopt, the Racehorse was beset 
with ice ; but they heaved her through with 
ice anchors. Capt. Phipps continued ran- 
ging along the ice northward and westward 
till the 84th : be then tried to the eastward. 
On the 30th he was in lat. 80"" 13'; long. 
18® 48' E. among the islands and in the 
ice, with no appearance of an opening for 
the ships. The weather was exceedingly 
fine, mild, and unusually clear. Here they 
were becalmed in a large bay, with three 
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Ipparent epenii^ betweea tfae ishudB wkich 
Sungaed it ; but every ifheie, as far as tbey 
eonld see, siurroiuided with ioe. Tbeue vfui 
Mt a breatb.^ air; the water pexfecUj! 
soiootb; the ioe coyefed with snow, low 
and e¥eii, except a few brokea pieces near 
^ tdge ; and the pools of water in tbe 
M^ie of the ice-fields just crusted over 
with yoimg ice. On the next day the ice 
ch)aed upon tbem, and no opening was to be 
seen any where, except a bide, or lake as it 
might be caOed, of about a mile and half ia 
ciffcmoaference, where the ships lay fast to the 
ioe with ttunr ioe anchors. They fiUed theif 
casfai ifHb mitr from these toe-^elds, which 
was Tery (mre and soft. The men were fiay* 
ing on the ioe all day : but the Greenland 
pilots, who weve j&rther than they had ever 
been before, and considered that the seasoA 
was adfancing, were alarmed at being thus 
beset. 

The next day there was not the »nallest 
npeniilg, the ships were within less than two 
leogttis of eadi other, separated by ice, and 
haTiDg loom to turn. Tbeiee,wbidi 
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yesterday had been all flat, and almost level 
with the water's edge, -was now in many 
places forced higher than the maiiijrard, by 
the pieces squeezing together. A day of 
thick fog followed : it was succeeded by 
clear weather ; but the passage by which 
the ships had entered from the westward 
was closed, and no open water was in sight 
either in that or any other quarter. By the 
pilots' advice the men were set to work to 
cut a passage and warp through the small 
openings to the westward. They sawed 
through pieces twelve feet thick ; and this 
labour continued the whole day, during 
which their utmost efibrts did not move the 
ships above three hundred yards; while 
they were driven, together with the ice, 
fiur to the N. £. and E« by the current, 
Sometimes a field of several acres square 
would be lifted up between two larger 
islands, and incorporated with them : and 
thus these larger pieces continued to grow 
by aggregation. Another day passed, and 
there seemed no probability of getting the 
ships out, without a strong ^. at N. E. 
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wind. The season was far advanced, and 

every hour lessened the chance of extricate 

ing themselves. Young as he was, Nelson 

was appointed to command one of the boats 

which were sent out to explore a passage 

into the open water. It was the means o[ 

saving a boat belonging to the Racehorse 

from a singular but imminent danger. Some 

of the officers had fired at and wounded a 

walrus. As no other animal has so humane 

like an expression in its countenance, so also 

is there none that seems ix) possess more of 

the passions of humanity. The wounded 

one dived immediately, and brought up a 

number of its companions ; and they all 

joined in an attack upon the boat. They 

wrested an oar from one of the men ; and 

it was with the utmost difficulty that the 

crew could prevent them from staving or 

upsetting her, till the Carcass's boat came 

up : and the walruses, finding their enemies 

thus reinforced, dispersed. Young Nelson 

exposed himself in a more daring manner. 

One nighty during the mid-watch, he stole 

from the ship with one of his comrades^ 
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tMiking ndymUig^ (^ 9 lisuig fo^t and s^ 
0Ht Qfef the ice in pumiit of a bear. H 
was not Img before they were missed. The 
&g thickened, and Capt. Lutwidge and his 
officers became exceedingly alarmed for dieir 
safety. Between three and four in the moia- 
jag the weather cleared, and the two adven* 
iuners were seen, at a conrideraUe distance 
£rcHn the sbip^ attacking a huge bear. The 
«ignal for them to return was immediately 
»ade; Nelson's comrade called upon him 
to obey it, but in vain; his omsbst had 
flashed in the pan; their ammunition was 
(expended ; and a chasm m the ice, which 
divided him from the bear, probably pre* 
served his life. ^^ Never mind," he cried ; 
^^ do but let me get a blow at tfab devil with 
^ the but-end of ray musket, and we shall 
^^ have him." Capt. Lutwidge, however, 
aeeing his daiiger, &red a gun, which had 
die desired effect of firightening the beast ; 
and the boy then returned, 3omewhi^ afiaid 
of ihe consequences of his trespass. The cap- 
lun rq>rimanded him •sternly, for conduct so 
mnvMlhy of the office which be fiUed| aod 
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desired to know what motive he could have 
for hunting a bear. ^^ Sir^" said he, pout- 
ing his lip, as be was wont to do when 
agitated, ^^ I wished to kill the bear, that 
" I might carry the skin to my father." 

A party were now sent to an island, about 
12 miles off, (named Walden's Island in the 
charts, from the midshipman who was in- 
trusted with this service,) to see where the 
open water lay. They came back on the 
sixth, with information, that the ice, though 
close all about them, was open to the west- 
ward, round the point by which they came 
in. They said also, that upon the island 
they had had a firesh east wind. This 
intelligence considerably abated the hopes 
of the crew, for where they lay it had 
been almost calm, and their main de- 
pendence had been upon the effect of an 
easterly wind in clearing the bay. There 
was but one alternative ; either to wait the 
event of the weather upon the ships, or to 
betake themselves to the boats. The likeli- 
hood that it might be necessary to sacrifice 
the ships had been foreseen; the boats^ 
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accordingly, were adapted, both in num- 
ber and size, to transport, in case of emer<* 
gency, the whole crew; and there were 
Dutch whalers upon the coast, in which 
they could all be conveyed to Europe, ^s 
fbf wintering where they were, that dreadful 
experiment had been already tried too often* 
No time was to be lost ; the ships had driven 
into shoal water, having but fourteen fathoms. 
Should they, or the ice to which they were 
fast) take the ground, they must inevitably 
be lost: and at this time they were driving 
fast toward some rocks on the N. £. Capt. 
Pbipps sent for the of&cers of both ships, 
and told them his intention of preparing the 
boats for going away. They were imme- 
diately hoisted out, and the fitting began. 
Canvass bread*bags were made, in case it 
should be necessary suddenly to desert the 
vessels; and men were sent with the lead 
and line to the northward and eastward, to 
sound wherever they found cracks in the ice, 
that they might have notice before the ice 
took the ground ; for, in that case, the ships 
must instantly have been crushed, or overset» 
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On the seventh they began to hanl the 
boats oyer the ice, Nelson haying command 
of the four-oared cutter. The men behaved 
excellently well, like true British seamen : 
they seemed reconciled to the thought of 
leaving the ships, and had fiill confidence in 
their officers. About noon, the ice appeared 
rather more open near the vessels; and as the 
wind was easterly, though there was but little 
of it, the sails were set, and they got about 
a mile to the westward. They moved very 
slowly, and were not now nearly so far to 
the westward as when they were first beset.^ 
However, all sail was kept upon them, to 
force them through whenever the ice slacked 
the least. Whatever exertions were made^ 
it could not be possible to get the boats to 
the water edge before the fourteenth; and 
ifthe situation of the ships should not alter 
by that time, it would not be justifiable to 
stay longer by them. The commander ihere* 
fore resolved to carry on both attempts toge^^f 
ther, moving the boats constantly, and tak*^ 
ing every opportunity of getting the ships 
through. A party was sent out Aext day 
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to the westward, to examine the state of 
the ice : they returned with tidings that it 
was very heavy and close, consisting chiefly 
of large fields. The ships, however, moved 
something, and the ice itself was drifting 
westward. There was a thick fog, so that 
it was impossible to ascertain what advan- 
tage had been gained. It continued on the 
ninth; but the ships were moved a little 
through some very small openings : the 
mist cleared ofi^ in the afternoon ; and it 
was then perceived that they had driven 
much more than could have been expected 
to the westward, and that the ice itself had 
driven still farther. In the course of the day 
they got past the boats, and took them on 
board again. On the morrow the wind sprang 
up to the N.N. £. All sail was set, and the 
ships forced their way through a great deal 
of very heavy ice. They frequently struck, 
and with such force, that one stroke broke 
the shank of the Racehorse's best bower 
anchor: but the vessels made way; and 
by noon they had cleared the ice, and 
were out at sea. The next day they 
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anchored in Smeerenberg Harbour, close 
to that island of which the westernmost 
point is called Haklayt's Headland, in 
honour of the great promoter and com^ 
piler of our English voyage^ of discovery^ 
Here tbejr remained a few days, that the 
men might rest after their fatigue. No in- 
sect was to be seen in this djreary country, 
nor any species of reptile, not even the 
common earth-worm. Large bodies of ice, 
caUed icebergs, filled up the vallies between 
|iigh mountains, so dark, as, when contrasted 
with the snow, to appear black. The colour 
of the ice was a lively light green. Oppo- 
site tf> the place where they fixed their ob- 
seryatory was one of these icel^rgs, above 
three hundred feet high: its side towards 
the sea was nearly perpendicular, and a 
stream of water issued from it* liarge 
picpes frequently broke ofi*, and thundered 
down into the sea. There was no thunder 
nor lightning during the whole time they 
were in these latitudes* The sky was gene- 
rally loaded with hard ivhite clouds, from 
which it was never entirely free eren is^ 



LIFE O* NELSON. 1773 

the dearest weather. They alwajs knew 
when they were approaching the ice, long 
before Ihey saw it, bj a bright appearance 
near the hmzcm, which the Greenlandmen 
cidled the blink of the ice. The season was 
BOW so hr adyanced, that nothing more could 
have been attempted, if indeed anj thing had 
been left untried : bnt the summer had been 
unusually fiivourable, and they had carefully 
surveyed the wall of ice extending for more 
than twenty degrees between the latitudes of 
80^ and 81 ^, without the smallest appearance 
of any opening. 

The ships were paid off shortly after their 
return to England; and Nelson was then 
placed, by his uncle, with Capt. Farmer, in 
the Seahorse, of 20 guns, then going out to 
the East Indies in the squadron under Sir 
Edward Hughes. He was stationed in the 
foretop at watch and watch. His good con- 
duct attracted the attention of the master 
(afterwards Capt. Snrridge), in whose watch 
he was ; and, upon bis recommendation, the 
captain rated him as midshipman. At this 
time his countenance was flwid, and his ap« 



im UF£ OJI* NELSON, £0 

pearanee ratiierstout and athletic : but, vheA 
be had befea about eighteen months in India^ 
he felt the effects of thatidi^ate, sopesilous to 
European constitutions. The disease baffled 
all power of medicine; he i^as . reduced 
almost to a skeleton ; the uae of his limbs 
^as for 8<mie time entirely -lost; and the 
only hope that remained, was from a yoj- 
Bge home. Accordingly he , was brought 
home by Capt. Pigot, in IheDolpbin : and 
had it not been for the attentiye md careful 
Jkittdness of that officer on the way^ Nelson 
would never have lived to reach 'his native 
shores. He had formed acquaintance with 
Sir Charles Pole, Sir Thomas Troubiidge, 
and other distinguished officers, then, iikp 
himself, beginnmg their career: he ha4 
left them pursding that career in full en- 
joyment of health and hope> and was re- 
turning from a country in w^ich aU things 
were to him new and interesting, with a 
body broken down by sickness, and spirits 
iwhich had sunk with his st length, Long 
afierwardfi, when the name Of Nelson was 
Jfinown as widely as that of JBngland itself, 
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he spoke of the feelings which he at this time 
endured. ^^ I felt impressed/' said he, ^^ with 
a feeling that I should never rise in my 
profession* My mind was staggered with 
a yiew of the difficulties I had to snr* 
mount, and the little interest I possessed. 
I could discover no means of reaching the 
object of my ambition. After a )ong and 
gloomy reverie, in which I almost wished 
myself overboard, a sudden glow of pa- 
triotism was kindled within me, and pre- 
sented my king and country as my patron. 
Well then,'* I exclaimed, *^ I will be a 
hero! and, confiding in Providence, I 
will brave every danger ! *' Long after*- 
wards Nelson loved to speak of the feeling 
of that moment : and from that time, he 
often said, a radiant orb was suspended in 
his mind's eye, which urged him onward to 
renown. The state of mind in which these 
feelings began, is what the mystics mean by 
their season of darkness, of aridity, and of 
desertion. If the animal spirits of coarser 
enthusiasts fail, they represent it as an actual 
temptation, a snare of Satan. The enthusiasm 
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of Nelson's nature had taken a different di- 
leGtion, but in its essence it -was the same. 
He knew to what the previous state of de- 
jection was to be attributed ; that an enfeebled 
body, and a mind depressed, had cast this 
shade oyer his soul : but he always seemed 
willing to believe, that the sunshine which 
succeeded bore with it a prophetic glory, 
and that the light which led him on, was 
" light from heaven." 

His interest, however, was far better than 
he imagined. During his absence. Captain 
Suckling had been made comptroller of the 
navy ; hb health had materially improved 
upon the voyage ; and, as soon as the Dol- 
phin was paid off, he was appointed acting 
lieutenant in the Worcester, 64, Capt. Mark 
Robinson, then going out with convoy to 
Gibraltar. Soon after his return, on the 
eighth of April, 1777, he passed his exa- 
mination for a lieutenancy. Capt. Suckling 
sat at the head of the board ; and, when the 
examination had ended, in a manner highly 
honourable to Nelson, rose from his seat, 
and introduced him to the examining cap- 
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tains as his nephew. They expressed their 
wonder that he had not informed them of 
this relationship before ; he replied, that he 
did not wish the younker to be fevoitred ; he 
knew his nephew would pass a good exami- 
nation, and he bkd not been deceived. The 
next day Nelson received his commission as 
second lieutenant of the Lowestoffe frigate, 
Captain William Locker, then fitting out for 
Jamaica* 

. American and French privateers, under 
.American colours, were i^ that time har- 
lassing our trade in the West Indies : 
>even a frigate was not sufficiently active 
^or Nelson, and he repeatedly got appointed 
to the command of one of the Lowestoffe's 
lenders. During one of their cruises the 
Lowestoffe captured an American letter-of« 
marque : it was blowing a gale, and a heavy 
sea running. The first lieutenant being or- 
dered to board the prize, went below to put 
on his hanger. It happened to be mislaid ; 
and, while he was seeking it, Capt. Locker 
came on deck. Perceiving the boat still 
alongside, and in danger every moment of 
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.behag swamped, and being extremely anxi« 
ous that the privateer should be instantly 
taken in charge, because he feared that it 
•vould otherwise founder, he exclaimed, 
^^ Have I no officer in the ship who cfui 
** board the prize?" Nelson did not offer 
himself immediately, waiting, with his usual 
«en8e of propriety, for the first lieutenant's 
return: but hearing the master volunteer, 
he jumped into the boat, saying, ^^ It is my 
'^^ turn now; and if I come back, it is 
>^ yours." The American, who had carried 
^iieavy press of sail, in hope of escaping, was 
•so completely waterlogged, that the Lowes- 
4oflfe'8 'boat went in on deck, and out again, 
with the sea. 

About this time he lost his uncle. Capt* 
Locker, however, who had perceived the 
•excellent qualities of Nelson, and formed a 
friendslpj) for him, which continued during 
his life, recommended him warmly to Sir 
Peter Parker j then Gommander*in«>chief upon 
that station. In consequence of this reeom*^ 
mendation he was removed into, the Brbtd 
^ag-sbip, and Lieutenant Cuthbert Colling- 
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wood succeeded him in the Lowestoffe* 
He soon became first lieutenant; and on 
the Sth of December, 1778, was appointed 
commander of the Badger brig; Colling- 
wood again succeeding him in the Bristol. 
While the Badger was lying in Montego 
Bay, Jamaica, the Glasgow, of twenty 
guns, came in and anchored there, and in 
two hours was in flames, the steward having 
set fire to her while stealing rum out of the 
after-hold. Her crew were leaping into the 
l¥ater, when Nelson came up in his boats, 
made them throw their powder overboard, 
and point their guns upward ; and, by his 
presence of mind and personal exertions, 
prevented the loss of life which would 
otherwise have ensued. On the 11th of 
June, 1779, he was made post into the 
Hinchinbrook, of 28 guns, an enemy's 
merchant-man, sheathed with wood, which 
had been taken into the service. A shbrt 
time after he left the Lowestoffe, that 
ship, with a small squadron, stormed the 
fort of St. Fernando de Omoa, on the 
south side of the Bay of Honduras, and 
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captured some register ships which were 
lying under its guns. Two hundred and 
fifty quintals of quicksilver, and three mil* 
lions of piastres, were the reward of this 
enterprise : and it is characteristic of NeU 
son, that the chance by which he missed a 
share in such a prize, is never mentioned in 
any of his letters; nor is it likely that it 
ever excited even a momentary feeling of 
vexation. 

Nelson was fortunate in possessing good 
interest at the time when it could be most 
serviceable to him : his promotion had been 
almost as rapid as it could be ; and before 
he had attained the age of twenty-cme he had 
gained that rank which broughtall the honours 
of the service within his reach. No oppor- 
tunity, indeed, had yet been given him of dis* 
tinguishing himself; but he was thoroughly 
master of his profession, and his zeal and 
ability were acknowledged wherever he was 
known. Count d'Estaing, with a fleet of 
1S5 sail, men of war and transports, and a 
reputed force of five and twenty thousand 
men^ threatened Jamaica from St. Domingo. 
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Nelson c^ered his services to the Admiral 
and to Goyernor General Dalling, and was 
appointed to command the batteries of Fort 
Charles, at Port Royal. Not more than 
seyen thousand men could be mustered 
for the defence of the island,— a number 
wholly inadequate to resist the force which 
threatened them. Of this Nelson was so 
well aware, that when he wrote to his friends 
in England, he told them they must not be 
surprised to hear of his^ learning to speak 
French. D'Estaing, howeyer, was either 
not aware oi his own superiority, or not 
equal to the command with which he was 
intrusted ; he attempted nothing with this 
formidable armament ; and General Dalling 
was thus left to execute a project which be 
had formed against the Spanish colonies. . , 
This project was, to take Fort San Juaai 
on the river of that name, which flows 
from Lake Nicaragua into the Atlantic; 
make himself master of the lake itself, and 
of the cities of Granada and LeQn ; and 
thus cut off the communication of the Spa^ 
niards between their northern and southeoi 
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possessions in America. Here it is that a 
canal between the two seas may most easily 
be fiHrmed; — a work more important in its 
consequences than any which has ever yet 
been e£fected by human power. Lord 
George Germaine, at that time secretary 
of state finr the American department, 
approved the plan: and as discontents at 
that time were known to prevail in the 
Nnevo Reyno, in Popayan, and in Peru, 
the more sanguine part of the English 
began to dream of acquiring an empire in 
one part of America more extensive than 
that which they were on the point of 
losing in another. General Dalling's plans 
ware well formed ; but the history and the 
nature of the country had not been studied 
as accufrately as its geography : the diffi* 
culties which occurred in fitting out the 
expedition delayed it till the season was 
too far advanced ; and the men were thus 
sent to adventure themselves, not so much 
against an enemy, whom they would have 
beaten, as against a climate, which would do 
the enepy's work. 
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Early in the year 1780, five hundred men, 
destmed for this service, were convoyed by 
Nelson from Port Royal ix) Cape Gracias a 
Dios, in Honduras. Not a native was to be 
seen when they landed: they had been taught 
that the English came with no other intent 
than that of enslaving them, and sending 
them to Jamaica. After a while, however, 
one of them ventured down, confiding in his 
knowledge of one of the party; and by his 
means the neighbouring tribes were conci- 
liated with presents, and brought in. The 
troops were encamped on a swampy and 
unwholesome plain, where they were joined 
by a party of the 79th regiment, from Black 
River, who were already in a deplorable 
state of sickness. Having remained here 
a month, they proceeded, anchoring fre- 
quently, along the Mosquito shore, to col- 
lect their Indian allies, who were to fur- 
nish proper boats for the river, and to 
accompany them. They reached the river 
San Juan, March S4th : and here, accord- 
ing to his orders. Nelson's services were to 
terminate ; but not a man in the expedition 
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had ever been up the river, or knew the 
distanbeft of anj fortification from its mouth : 
and he, not being one who would turn back 
when so much was to be done, resolved io 
carry the soldiers up. About two hundred, 
therefore, were embarked in the Mosquito 
shore craft, and in two of the Hinchinbrook's 
boats, add they began their way« It was 
the latter end of the dry season, the worst 
time for such an expedition ; the river was 
consequently low : Indians were sent for« 
ward through narrow channels between 
shoals and sand banks, and the men were 
frequently obliged to quit the bpats, and 
exert their utmost strength to drag or 
thrust them along. This labour continued 
for several days; then they came into 
deeper water : but then they had some- 
times currents and rapids to contend with, 
which would have been insurmountable, 
had it not been for the skill of the 
Indians in such difficulties. The brunt of 
the labour was borne by them, and by the 
aailor»r-men never accustomed to stand aloof 
when any exertion of strength or hardihood 

D 
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equind. Tlw scMieos, lew acenstone^ 
ia Mly upon tliemMl>VDes, were of little use. 
Bulxalt equally endttred th« yioleiit heat rf 
tke 8UD, reodketed more 'intease by) heUtg 
leflected fiom tfae white shoak, and because 
tik».high woodB on beth mdes of the ringer 
nwie fieqiieatly so close^ • as to prevent aU 
sefreshing cifculalion of air ;. and dttrisg the 
night all weie equatff exposed to the heavy 
and unwholesome denv^* 

On the ' mnth' o£' April they readied an 
idand' in the: liver, called St» Baitolomeo, 
which tke Spaniards bad fortified, as an 
oui-poity wtdk a small serai«cireiilar battery, 
mounting nine or ten- swivels^ and manned 
wiA n3ctee» or eighteen men* It coin^ 
awnded the river ia a rapjUl and difficnK 
past of the navigation. Nelson , at the head 
of a feW'Of his seamen, leaped upon the 
beach« The ground upwi' Which he sprung 
was so muddy, that he had sdme diffichttjr 
in estncaldng himself, and lost hb shoes^ 
baie<£Kited, howiefveir, he. advanced,, and, in 
hi»0(im>' phrase, botwled'tfie bailtefly. In 
thi»!MselUte>attiimpt he^wiM bmielyi slip- 
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pevled hjrDespard, who was at Hbat titne a 
captain, m He anny^ imd wliofte' aflar fate 
^as so disastrous. The castle of St.. Juaa a 
aitaoted ahdait sixteen miles higber up: the 
stores:ind ammaDitioa, however, were landlM 
a few miles^beI0W the castle, and the men had 
to march tbnnigh woodls dmost impassably. 
Obe af the mien was bkten undiev the eye by 
a snake, which darted upon him fiom the 
bough of a:tree. Hie was unable tcr proeead 
ftr'tbe'Tioleneeofthepain: ai\ii whe% a£ber 
asbort-while^ some' of his- comrades wete sent 
back t^assist him, he wAs dbad, andthe body 
already: putvid; Nel»dn himself nanowly 
escaped a similar faHe. He had dafered his 
hammdektobetsittag under some trees, befing 
excessirely hUga^y and wa» sleeping wiien 
a monitory lizard jMussedactosfi^ his ftce. The 
Indians^ happily observed the reptile, and 
knowing what it indicated, awoke him. He 
started up^ and feiind one of the doadliest 
BCfp cM fti oiPtfae coimtry ceiled up at 'his feet. 
He smtBbied from poiscb of another Idad^ SAt 
dviaking at a spring" in which some bdnghs 
of the maneUn^i^ hsldbeen^ thrown^ the 
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efiects were 80 seyere, as, in the cq^inion of 
some of his firioidS) to inflict a lasting injury 
upon his ccMistitution. 

The casUe of St« Joan is thiity-two miles 
below the Lake of Nicaragua, finom which it 
issues, and sixty*nine from the mouth of the 
river. Boats reach the sea from thence in a 
daj and a half; but their navigation back, 
even when unladen, is the labour of nine 
days. The English appeared before it on 
the eleventh, two days after they had takoi 
St. Bartolomeo. Nelson's advice was, that 
it should instantly be carried by assault t 
but Nelson was not the commander : and it 
was thought proper to observe all the forma- 
lities of a siege. Ten days were wasted be- 
fore this could be commenced : it was a work 
more of fotigue than of danger ; but fatigue 
was more to be dreaded than the enemy : 
the rains set in : and could the garrison have 
heH out a little longer, disease would have 
rid them of their invaders. Even the In- 
dians sunk under it, the victims of unusual 
exeiticm and of their own excesses. The 
place surrendered on the twenty.fourth. But 
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victory procared to the conquerors none of 
that relief "vrhich had been expected ; the 
castle was worse than a prison ; and it con* 
tained nothing which could contribute to 
the recoyery of the sick, or the preservation 
of those who were yet unaffected. The huts, 
which served for hospitals, were surrounded 
with' filth and with the putrifying hides of 
slaughtered cattle — almost sufficient of them- 
selves to have engendered pestilence : and 
when, at last, orders were given to erect a 
convenient hospital, the contagion had become 
so general, that there were none who could 
work at it ; for, besides the few who were 
able to perform garrison duty, there were 
not orderly men enough to assist the sick. 
Added to these evils, there was the want of 
all needful remedies ; for though the expe* 
dition had been amply provided with hospi- 
tal stores, river-craft enough had not been 
procured for transporting the requisite bag- 
gage ; and when much was to be left behind, 
provision for sickness was that which of all 
things men in health would be most ready to 
leave^ Now, when these medicines were 



uqmKtiaUe. At lei«* eicm llie 1^ ^ 
kwyiBg&edead was mawt ttu the Jmag 
codd pcdbiB, Md tte bodies ivcve tiMl kite 
Ak staniy cr left Cmt htm^ of piej, and 
far &e gdliMMos— llwac dnsMlfid caiim- 
luds wlHdi do aol always wwft fiir dcatt 
befaae tiny iMgia tfccir wofk. Five sooik 
&e Ei^fidi pmbled m wlyil may be called 
llus war agaiail natue ; Acy tboi left a few 
aacB, wbo soeiMd proof agaiafll the cfiwale, 
to Riaim the castle tai die Spaaaids AouU 
dMiose, when the fit aeaMm anired^ im ntafce 
kj and make them prisoons. The jchI 
shwidonfd their briefid oowqiiesL £igh* 
teen Jwadied men were aeni la diffeieot posts 
upoa this wielched expediiMB? not more 
Ihaa throe handled and dghty ever le- 
iBBKd. The HindiiiArook'js complement 
consisted of two handled men; eighty-seven 
took lo dieir beds in one night; and i^ the 
whole carcw not moie than ten sanrimL 

NeboQ himsdf was saved by a timdy le^ 
mmraL In a few days after the omimenoe- 
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medt iof Htli6' 8i£^ ]m( ims Baited Jiritti tile 
jKtffoaimg c^rtettteiyt dneon^^ie OafMani 
3l6!r«r X^Km of ibe antiioie of 'Leoniilbid) 
^ed) And Melson was fct^poidted^tomcc^^fd 
him in the Janus, of 44 guns. ^He teiXimed 
to tiie harfaoiir ike dtij before St Juan Kur- 
Fdndmd, aod immedisltely vaSed fdr ^tt« 
Maim in the sloop rwhich bromU the nei»8 
of his lEq^intment. Vbe Was, bowe^^r^ so 
gieittty f educed by the disor^l*^ ibait whemi 
Ai^ oreacl^ Pbrt Royal he was cifried 
aAoKe in his cot ; and finding' thimseif, after 
a partial amendnei^t, voable to retain ibe 
comittand of his new ship, he was compelled 
to OBkieave to retuni to Englaiid, as Ae onljr 
aieans of recovery. Capt. (afterwards Ad- 
miral) Ck>rnwallis took him home in the 
Lion; and to his care imd kindness Nebofi 
bdSewed hiimelf indebted dfor iiis life. He 
waat iinmediately 46 Bath, iii a mitendile 
stele ; so hdpiesB, that be wHs.eanied to Md 
ftmn his bed ; and the a6t of jnowig hiiki 
j^roduced the most violent patn<. Inlbreo 
months be was recovered, and imnnediatelj^ 
he hastened to London, and applied finr eni^ 
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ployment. After an interval of abont four 
months he was appointed to the Albemarle^ 
of S8 guns, a French merchant-man, which 
had been purchased from the captors for the 
king's service. . 

His health was not jei thoroughly re-esta- 
blished ; and while he was employed in get- 
ting his ship ready, he again became so ill 
as hardly to be able to keep out of bed. Yet 
in this state, still suffering froni the fatal effect 
of a West Indian climate, as if, it mightalmost 
be supposed, he said, to try his constitution, 
he was sent to the North Seas, and kept there 
the whole winter. The asperity with which 
he mentioned this so many years afterwards, 
evinces how deeply he resented a mode of 
conduct equally cruel to the individual and 
detrimental to the service. It was during 
the armed neutrality, and when they an- 
chored off Elsineur, the Danish Admiral 
Bent on board, desiring to be informed what 
ships had arrived, and to have their force 
written down. " The Albemarle/' said 
Nelson to the messenger, ^^ is one of his 
Britannic Miyesty's ships: you are at li- 
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beity, sir, to count the guns as you go down 
the side ; and you may assure the Danish 
Admiral, that, if necessary, they shall all be 
well served. " During this voyage he gained 
a considerable knowledge of the Danish coast, 
and its soundings ; greatly to the advantage 
of his country in after times. The Albe- 
marle was not a good ship, and was several 
times nearly overset, in consequence of the 
masts having been made much too long for 
her. On her return to England they were 
shcntened, and some other improvements 
made, at Nelson's suggestion. Still he 
always insisted that her first owners, the 
French, had taught her to run away, as she 
was never a good sailer, except when going 
directly before the wind. 

On their return to the Downs, while he 
was ashore visiting the senior oflScer, there 
came on so heavy a gale, that almost all the 
vessels drove, and a store ship came athwart- 
hawse of the Albemarle. Nelson feared she 
would drive on the Goodwin Sands : he ran 
to the beach : but even the Deal boatmeii 
thought it impossible to get on board, such 
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ma :ihe yiolemce of the fettann. At leB^tli 
seme of the most intrepid voflbied to make 
ihe attempt for fifteen guineas : amd^ t6 the 
astonishment and £oax of all the faeholdeiS| 
he embairked cluring the height ctf the lem« 
pest. WiUi great difficulty and immineoi 
danger he succeeded in. reachif^ her. She 
lost her bowsinit and forenast/ but escaped 
further injury. He ivas now ordered to 
Quebec; where, his sui^geon told him, he 
would <:eitainly be laid up by the climate. 
Mjrny of his friends urged him to fepresent 
this to Admiral Ke{^el: but, haying re* 
eeived his orders from Lord Smdwich, there 
appeared/to him an iiidelicacy in applying 
to his successor to have them altered. 

Accordingly he sailed for Canada. Dur« 
ing her first cruise on that station, the Albe- 
marle captured a fishing schooner, which 
oontained iu her cargo nearly all the pro- 
perty that her master possessed, and the 
poor fellow bad a large family at home, 
anxiously expecting him. Nelson em- 
ployed him as a pilot in Boston Bay, 
then restored him the schooner and cargo, 



lAd:g«fc9Be biiti a oartifioile to sec«re him 
agutet li^ipif HOfiptHfed by any oUier Teasel. 
Tihe nvm caineiOff afterwards k> t^ Albe- 
flfnafey at ttie huitad of bis life, vfiik a piPe* 
ledt •£ sbeep, poultry^ aad ftesfa pravisions* 
A most valuable supply it proved ; far the 
srarVy was ragiag on board; this ^as in 
the jibiddle of August, and the ship's oon* 
ptfijr had not bad a fresh meal since the he* 
gimui^ of Apr<3. The certificate waft pre^ 
rnired at Boston ki ^enMury o{ an act of 
Muswl^eneiosity ; and now that iho fame 
tCN^IsoB has given interest to every ^ing 
CMnected with his name, it is regarded as a 
noiic. The Albemarle had a narrow escape 
upoa this cruise. Four French sail of the 
Uae and a frigid, which had come wt of 
Boston harbour, gave chase to her; and 
Ndson perceii^ii^ that they beat him in 
sailing, boldly ran among the numerous 
shoals ol St. George's Bank, confiding in 
htt owa skill in pilotage. Capt. Salter, in 
the St» Margaretta, had escaped the French 
ieet| by a similar manceavre, not long be- 
fere. The frigate alone continued warily to 
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pnnae kim ; bat as soon as he perceiyed 
that this oiemy ivas unsnppoited, he sh<Mrt* 
cned sail^ and hove to: upon which the 
Frenchman thought it adnsable to give 
over the pursuit, and sail in quest of his 
consmts. 

At Quebec^ Nelson became acquainted 
with Alexander Dayison; by whose inter- 
ference he was prevented from making what 
would have been called an imprudent mari^ 
riage. The Albemarle was about to leave 
the station, her captain had taken leave of 
his friends, and was gone down the river to 
the place of anchorage; when the next 
morning, as Davison was walking on the 
beach, to his surprise he saw Nelson com- 
ing back in his boat. Upon inquiring the 
cause of this reappearance. Nelson took his 
arm, to walk towards the town, and told 
him be found it utterly impossible to leave 
Quebec withoutagain seeing the woman whose 
society had contributed so much to his hap- 
piness there, and offering her his hand. — 
" If you do," said his friend, " your utter 
«< ruin must inevitably follow.' —" Then let 
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" it follow," cried Nelson, " for I am re- 
« solved to do it."--" And I," repUed Da- 
yison, ^^ am resolved you shall not." Nel- 
son, however, upon this occasion was less 
resolute than his friend, and suffered himself 
to be led back to the boat. 

The Albemarle was under orders to con- 
voy a fleet of transports to New York. — 
" A very pretty job," said her captain, " at 
^^ this late season of the year" (October was 
far advanced), " for our sails are at this mo- 
" ment frozen to the yards." On his arrival at 
Sandy Hook, he waited on the commander- 
in-chief. Admiral Digby, who told him he 
was come on a fine station for making prize- 
money. ^^ Yes, sir," Nelson made answer; 
<< but the West Indies is the station for ho« 
*^ nour." Lord Hood, with a detachment 
of Rodney's victorious fleet, was at that 
time at Sandy Hook : he had been intimate 
with Capt. Suckling; and Nelson, who was 
deurous of nothing but honour, requested 
him to ask for the Albemarle, that he might 
go to that station where it was most likely 
fo be obtained. Admiral Digby reluctantly 
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parted with Iiim. His profetsiontilrmerit i^et^ 
abeady well known: and Lfml Hoody on 
inttoducing him to Prince Williani Hjeni^^ 
as the Dftke of Clasence was then calied^ 
told tbe prince^ if he wished to. ask aaj 
questions respecting nayal tactics, Captida 
Nekon could give him; as nmch information 
as any officer in the fleet. The duke, whoy 
to his own honoar, bec9JSie from that tnne^ 
the firm firiend of Nekeny describes him bs 
appearing the merest boy of a cafrtain^. h^ 
had ever seen^ dressed ia a f nil laeed' uni* 
fiffm, aa old fashioned waktCQat with loQ^ 
flaps, and his lank unpowdeced hair tied ini 
a stiff HessoaA taH o£ eidnuirdiiiarjr length; 
makings alic^ether, so remarkable a figUBr-^ 
'^ thai;^" say&thednke, ^^ I had nerer a^eit 
^^ aAy tfauig like! it be&re,; nor G#uld I imsb^ 
^^ gine who h^ was,, nor what he can^> 
^^ aboul;. Btili his address; and cenTersan 
^^ tion were in^esistibly pleausfaig ; .and wh8» 
^^ he spoke on* poofesfiional' subjects, it waa 
'^ with ap enthittiiafln^ that aheiiifted he waai 
^^ no comflioiir being>'' . 
It wac( expected thM' the Frehch wamU 
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attenpt some of th« paaiages. between the 
BabMBu: aiidL€td.H«ed,.thiiikiagafthi6) 
saidto Nekoa; ^ I suppose, ak*^ ffom tte 
^^ koifdi .of> tiii|e you^ werct eiuiaiAg am^Bg 
^^ tilt Bahama^ Kejsy j»a must be a good 
^^ piM^tilitfre.'' He replied, irith that con* 
itast fcadincBS to fsender justice to every man^ 
wiiicli was so coaspicuoua in all his conduct 
thiottgii-Ii% that hc! uras iv^U acquainted 
witfe iiuxw hjmsel^ but that in that sespec^ 
his second Ueutehaidi was faar his supericnr. 
The French; got iBtOi Puerto' Cabelk^ on the 
coast of : Yenezueleu Nelson was cruisiilg 
betwoeiK thi^ port and La Guayra,. under 
Fimohi' colouis, for the. purpose of obtau^ 
inginfonnatk>B-;. when asking's; launch, be^ 
bogingto the Spaniards^ passed near, and 
beiiig hailed in* Ffau^b, came alongside 
without suspicion,} and answered bB: ques^ 
tioos-tiiat were asked concerning' the num^ 
bev ami force of the enemyis ships; The 
ODswy bowever, wens not a little surprised 
when they were- takes on board, and found 
thfirmseliirei prisoners* One of the party 
went biyidif name of the: Qoont tde Deux 
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Fonts. He was, however, a prince of the 
German empire, and brother to the heir of 
the electorate of Bavaria i his companions 
were French officers of distinction, and men 
of science, who had been collecting speci-^ 
mens in the various branches of natural his^ 
tory. Nelson having entertained them with 
the best his table could afford, told them they 
were at liberty to depart with their boat and 
all that it contained : he only required them 
to promise that they would consider them« 
selves as prisoners, if the commander-in- 
chief should refuse to acquiesce in their be- 
ing thus liberated : — a circumstance which 
was not by any means likely to happem 
Tidings soon arrived that the preliminaries 
of peace had been signed ; and the Albe- 
marle returned to England, and was paid 
off. Nelson's first business^ after he got to 
London, even before he went to see his 
relations, was to attempt to get the wages due 
to his men, for the various ships in which 
they had served during the war. " The 
" disgust of seamen to the navy," he said, 
" was all owing to the infernal plan of turn- 
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^^ log them over from ship to ship ; so that 
^< men could not be attached to the officers, 
^^ nor the officers care the least about the 
^^ men." Yet he himself was so beloved 
by his men, that his whole ship's company 
offered, if he could get a ship, to enter for 
her immediately. He was now, for the first 
time, presented at conrt. After going through 
this ceremony, he dined with his friend Da^ 
vison, at Lincoln's Inn. As soon as he en- 
tered the chambers, he threw off what he 
called his iron-bound coat ; and, putting him- 
self at ease in a dressing-gown, passed the 
remainder of the day in talking oyer all that 
had be&llen them since they parted on the 
shore of the River St. Lawrence. 
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CHAPTER n. 



CONTENTS. 

NdMu goes to FrsMC during the peace.-^Re<^poiiite4 
tatlie Boicaft, and stationed 9X tite Leeward IsUnds.-— 
Hli finn condact coDcemiBg tke American inter- 
lopers, and the contractors. — Marries and returns to 
* Engtand. — Is on the point of quitting the Serrice in 
' disgnstw — ^Biuiner of liib while unenployed. — Ap- 
. poHited to the Agvoenaum on the breakiqg out of 
the war of the French Revolution. 

I HAYS closed the inrar," sakl Nelson, in 
one of his letteis, ^^ witlKHit ^a fortune ; but 
*^ there is not a speck in my character. True 
^^ honour, I hope, predominates in my mind 
*^ far above riches." He did not apply for 
a ship, because he was not wealthy enough to 
live on board in the manner which was then 
become customary. Finding it, therefore, 
prudent to economise on his half pay during 
the peace, he went to France, in company 
with Capt* Macnamara, of the navy, and took 
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lodgings at St. Omer's. The death of his fiih 
▼ourite sister, Anne, who died in consequence 
of going oat of the ball-room, at Bath, when 
heated with dancing, affected his father so 
much, that it had nearly occasioned, him to 
return in a few weeks. Time, however, and 
reason and religion, overcame this grief in 
the old man; and Nelson continued at 
St. Omer's long enough to fall in love with 
the daughter of an English clergyman. 
This second attachment appears to have 
been less ardent than the first; for, upon 
weighing the evils of a straitened income 
to a married man, he thought it better to 
leave France, assigning to his friends some- 
thing in his accounts as the cause. This 
prevented him from accepting an invita- 
tion from the Count of Deux Fonts to visit 
him at Paris, couched in the handsomest 
terras of acknowledgement for the treatment 
whi<^h he had received on board the Albe- 
marle. 

The self-constraint which Nelson exerted 
in subduing this attachment, made him na- 
turally desire to be at i^a : and when, upon 
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visiting Lord Howe at the Admiralty, he 
was asked if he wished to be employed, he 
made answer, that he did. Accordingly, 
in March, he was appointed to the Boreas, 
28 guns, going to the Leeward Islands, as. 
a cniiser, on the peace establishment. Lady 
Hughes and her family went out with him 
to Admiral Sir Richard Hughes, who com- 
manded on that station. His ship was full 
of young midshipmen, of whom there were 
not less than thirty on board: and happy 
were they whose lot it was to be placed 
with such a captain. If he perceived that a 
boy was afraid at first going aloft, he would 
say to him, in a friendly manner : ^^ Well, 
^^ sir, I am going a race to the mast-head, 
^^ and beg that I may meet you there." 
The poor little fellow instantly began to 
climb, and got up how he could, — Nelsoii 
never noticed in what manner; but, when 
they met in the top, spoke cheerfully to 
him; and would say, how much any per- 
son was to be pitied who fancied that getting 
up was either dangerous or difficult. Every 
day he went into the school-room, to see 
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that they were pursuing their nautical 
studies; and at noon he was always the 
first on deck with his quadrant. When- 
ever he paid a visit of ceremony, some of 
these youths accompanied him : and when he 
went to dine with the governor at Barbadoes, 
he took one of them in his hand, and presented 
him, saying, ^^ Your Excellency must ex- 
'' cuse me for bringing one of my midship- 
^^ men. I make it a rule to introduce them 
'' to all the good company I can, as they 
*' have few to look up to, besides myself, 
** during the time they are at sea." 

When Nelson arrived in the West Indies 
he found himself senior captain, and conse- 
quently second in command on that station. 
Satisfactory as this was^ it soon involved 
him in a dispute with the admiral, which a 
man less zealous for the service might have 
avoided. He found the Latona in English 
Harbour,' Antigua, with a broad pendant 
hoisted ; and upon inquiring the reason, was 
presented with a written order from Sir R. 
Hughes, requiring and directing him to obey 
the orders of resident commissioner Moutray, 
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during the time he might have occasion tp 
remain there; the said resident commissioner 
l^ing, in consequence, authorized to hoist a 
broad pendant on board any of bis Majesty's 
ships in that port that he might think proper. 
Nelson was never at a loss how to act in 
any emergency. ^^ I know of no superior 
^^ officers," said he, " beside the lords 
" commissioners of the Admiralty, and my 
" seniors on the post list.'* Concluding, 
therefore, that it was not consistent with the 
service for a resident commissioner, who 
held only a civil situation, to hoist a broad 
pendant, the moment that be had anchored, 
he sent an order to the captain of the Latona 
to strike it, and return it to the dock-yard. 
He then went on shore the same day, dined 
with the commissioner, to show him that he 
was actuated by no other motive than a 
sense of duty, and gave him the first in- 
telligence that his pendant had been struck. 
Sir Richard sent an account of this to the 
Admiralty ; but the case could admit of no 
doubt, and Captain Nelson's conduct was 
approved. 
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He displayed, the same promptitude on 
auotber occasion. While the Borea«y 
after the hurricane months were oyer, wlui 
riding at anchor in Nevis Road, a French 
frigate passed to leeward, close along shore. 
Nelson had obtained information that this 
ship was sent from Martinico, with two 
general officers and some engineers on board, 
to make a survey of our sugar islands. This 
purpose he was determined to prevent them 
from executing, and therefore he gav^ orders 
to follow them. The next day he came up with 
them at anchor in (he roads of St. Eustatia, 
and anchored at about two cables' length on 
the frigate's quarter. Being afterwards in«* 
vited bj the Dutch governor to meet the 
French officers at dinner, he seized that oic^^ 
casion of assuring the French captain, that 
understanding it was his intention to honour 
the British possessions with a visits he had 
taken the earliest opportunity in his power 
to accompany him, in his Majesty's ship the 
Boreas, in order that such attention might 
be paid to the officers of his Most Christhn 
Majesty, as every Englishman in the islands 
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would be proud to show. The Frracb^ 
with equal courtesy, protested against giving 
him this trouble; especially, they said, as 
they intended merely to cruise round the 
islands, without landing on any. But Nel- 
son, with the utmost politeness, insisted upcm 
paying them this compliment, followed them 
close, in spite of all their attempts to elude 
his vigilance, and never lost sight of them ; 
till finding it impossible either to deceive or 
escape him, they gave up their treacherous 
purpois^ in despair, and beat up for Mar- 
tinico. 

A business of more serious import soon 
engaged his attention. The Americans were 
at this time trading with our islands, taking 
advantage of the register of their ships, which 
bad been issued while they were British sub- 
jects. ISelson knew, that, by the naviga- 
tion ac^, no foreigners, directly or indirectly, 
are permitted to carry on any trade with 
these possessions c he knew also, that the 
Americans had made themselves foreigners 
with regard to England ; they had broken 
the ties of blood and language, and acquired 
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the iDdependenoe Yfhich they had been pro- 
voked to cIaiiD| unhappily for themselves, 
before they were fit for it; and he was 
resolved that they should derive no profit 
from those ties. Foreigners they had made 
themselves, and as foreigners they were to 
be treated. ^* If once," said he, " they are 
admitted to any kind of intercourse with 
our islands, the views of the loyalists, in 
settling at Nova Scotia^ are entirely done 
away ; and when we are again embroiled 
in a French war, the Americans will first 
become the carriers of these colonies, and 
then have possession of them. Here they 
come, sell their cai^oes for ready money, 
go to Martiiiico, buy molasses, and so 
round and round. The loyalist cannot do 
this, and consequently must sell a ]ittle 
dearer. The residents here are Ame- 
ricans by connexion and by interest, and 
are inimical to Great Britain. They 
are as great rebels as ever were in Ame- 
rica, had they the power to show it.'* 
In November, when the squadron, having 
arrived at Barbadoes, was to separate, with 
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no other orders than those for examining an- 
chorages, and the usual inquiries concern- 
ing wood and water, Nelson asked his friend 
Coliingwood, then captain of the Mediator, 
whose opinions he knew upon the subject, to 
accompany him to the commander-in-chief, 
whom be then respectfully asked, Whether 
they were not to attend to the commerce of 
the country, and see that the navigation 
act was respected, that appearing to him to 
be the intent of keeping men of war upon 
this station in time of peace ? Sir Richard 
Hughes replied, he had no particular orders, 
neither had the Admiralty sent him any acts 
of parliament. But Nelson made answer, 
that the navigation act was included in the 
statutes of the Admiralty, with which every 
cap^in was furnished, and that act was 
directed to admirals, captains, &c. to see it 
carried into execution. Sir Richard said, he 
had never seen the book. Upon this Nelson 
produced the statutes, read the words of 
the act, and apparently convinced the com- 
mander-in-chief, that men of war, as he 
iftid, ^^ were sent abroad for some other pur- 
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^^ pose than to be made a show of." Ac- 
cordingly orders were given to enforce the 
navigation act. 

General Sir Thomas Shirley was at this 
time governor of the Leeward Islands ; and 
when Nelson waited on him to inform him 
how he intended to act, and upon what 
grounds^ he replied, that '^ old generals 
'^ were not in the habit of taking adviqe 
" from young gentlemen." — " Sir," said 
the young officer, with that confidence in 
himself which never carried him too far, and 
always was equal to the occasion, '' I am 
^^ as old as the prime minister of England, 
^^ and think myself as capable of command- 
^.^ ing one of his Majesty's ships as that 
" minister is of governing the state." He 
was resolved to do his duty, whatever might 
be the opinion or conduct of others: and 
when he arrived upon his station at St. Kitt's, 
he sent away all the Americans, not choosing 
to seize them before they had been well 
apprized that the act would be carried into 
effect, lest it might seem as if a trap had 
been laid fpr them* The Americans, thougl^ 
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they pradently decamped from St. Kitt's, 
were emboldened by the support they met 
with, and resolved to resist his orders, 
alleging that King's ships had no legal 
power to seize them without having deputa- 
tions from the customs. The planters were 
to a man against him ; the governors and the 
presidents of the different islands, with only 
a single exception, gave him no support: 
and the admiral, afraid io act on either side, 
yet wishing to oblige the planters, sent him 
a note, advising him to be guided by the 
wishes of the president of the council. 
There was no danger in disregarding this, 
as it came unofficially, and in the form of 
advice. But scarcely a month after he had 
shown Sir Richard Hughes the law, and, as 
he supposed, satisfied him concerning it, he 
received an order from him, stating that he 
bad now obtained good advice upon the' 
point, and the Americans were not to be 
hindered from coming, and having free egr^s 
and regress, if the governor chose to permit 
them. An order to the same purport had 
been sent round to the different governors 
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and presidents; and General Shirley and 
ethers informed him, in an authoritative 
manner, that they chose to admit American 
ships^ as the commander-in-chief had left the . 
decision to them. These persons, in his own 
words, he soon ^^ trimmed up, and silenced ;" 
but it was a more delicate business to deal 
with the admiral. ^^ I must either," said 
he, /^ disobey my orders, or disobey acts 
^^•of parliament. I determined upon the 
^^ former, trusting to the uprightness of my 
*^ intentions, and believing that my country 
'^ would not let me be ruined for protecting 
<< her commerce." With this determina- 
tion he wrote to Sir Richard, appealed again 
to the plain, literal, unequivocal sense of the 
navigation act ; and in respectful language 
told him he felt it his duty to decline obey- 
ing these orders till he had an opportunity 
of seeing and conversing with him. Sir 
Richard's first feeling was that of anger, and 
he was about to supersede Nelson ; but hav- 
ing mentioned the aflfair to his captain, that 
officer told him he believed all the squadron 
thought the orders illegal^ and therefore 
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did not know how far they were bound to 
obey them. It was impossible, therefore, 
to bring Nelson to a court martial composed 
of men who agreed with him in opinion 
upon the point in dispute ; and luckily, 
though the admiral Wanted vigour of mind 
to decide upon what was right, he was not 
obstinate in wrong, and had eyen generosity 
enough in his nature to thank Nels(m after- 
wards for haying shown him his error. 

CoUingwood, in the Mediator, and his 

brother, Winefred CoUingwood, in the 

Rattler, actively co-operated with Nelson. 

The custom-houses were informed, that after 

a certain day all foreign yessds found in the 

ports would be seized ; and many were, in 

consequence, seized, and condemned in the 

admiralty court. When the Boreas arrived 

at Nevis, she found four American vessels 

deeply laden, and with what are called the 

island colouri^ flying^--white, with a fed 

cross. They were ordered to hoist their 

proper fliag, and depart within eight-and- 

forty hours; but they refused to obey, 

denying that they were Americans. Some 
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of their crews were then exammed in NeU 
9on's cabin,, where the judge of the admi- 
ralty happened to be present. The case 
was plain; they confessed that they were 
Americans,, and that the ships, hull and 
cargOy were wholly American property : 
upon which he seized them. This raised a 
storm : the planters, the custom-house, and 
the governor, were all against him. Sub* 
scriptions were opened, and presently filled, 
for ihe purpose of carrying on the cause m 
behalf of the American captains : and the 
admiral, whose flag was at that time in the 
folids, «tood. neutral. But the Americans 
and their abettors were not content with 
ditfeasiye law. The marines whom he had 
aent to stciure the ships, had prevented some^ 
4f the masters frcMn going adiore ; and those 
penoBS, by whose depositions it appeared^ 
Aat the vessels and cargoes ware American* 
pifipeity, declared that they had given their 
tfsiuliony under bodily fear, for that a man 
with a diaiwn sword in his^ hand had stood 
aiVer them &e whole time. A rascally 
Wwyei^ . vAitat the party employed^ su^-^ 



Qi UFE OF NELSON, ir8» 

gested this story; and as the sentiy at the 

cabin-door was a man with a drawn sword^ 

the Americans Aiade no scruple of swearing 

to this ridiculous falsehood, and commencing 

prosecutions against him accordingly. They 

laid their damages at the enormous amount 

of i^ 40,000; and Nelson was obliged to 

keep close on board his own ship, lest he 

should be arrested for a sum for which it 

would have been impossible to find bail* 

The marshal frequently came on board to 

arrest him, but was always prevented by 

the address of the first lieutenant, Mr. Wal* 

lis. Had he been taken, such was the 

temper of the people, that it was certain 

he would have been cast for the whole sum. 

One of his officers, one day, in speaking of 

the restraint which he was thus compelled- 

to sufiTer, happened to use the word pity f 

^^ Pity ! " exclaimed Nelson : « Pity ! did 

" you say ? I shall live, sir, to be envied ! 

^^ and to that point I shall always direct my 

** course." Eight weeks he remained nndet 

this state of duresse. During that time the 

trial respecting these detained ships came on 
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in the court of admiralty. He went on 
shore under a protection for the day from 
the judge: but, notwithstanding this, the 
marshal was called upon to take that oppor* 
tunity of arresting him, and the merchants 
promised to indemnify him for so doings 
The judge, howeyer, did his duty, and 
threatened to send the marshal to prison, if 
he attempted to violate the protection of the 
court. Mr. Herbert, the president of Nevis, 
behaved with singular generosity upon this 
occasion. Though no man was a greater 
sufferer by the measures which Nelson had 
pursued, he offered in court to become his 
bail for jS 10,000, if he chose to suffer the 
arrest. The lawyer whom he had chosen 
proved to be an able as well as an honest 
man ; and, notwithstanding the opinions and 
pleadings of most of the counsel of the dif- 
ferent islands, who maintained that ships of 
war were not justified in seizing American 
vessels without a deputation from the cus- 
toms, the law was so explicit, the case so 
clear, and Nelson pleaded his own cause so 
well, that the four ships were condemned. 

F 
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During the progress of this business be sent a 
memorial home to the king : in consequence 
of which, orders were issued that he should 
be defended at the expense of the crown* 
And upon the representations which he mad^ 
at the same time to the secretary of state, and 
the suggestions with which he accompanied 
it, the register act*was framed. The sanction 
of government, and the approbation of his 
conduct which it implied, were highly gratis 
fying to him : but he was offended, and not 
without just cause, that the treasury should 
have transmitted thanks to the commander* 
in-chief, fbr his activity and zeal in protect- 
ing the commerce of Great Britain. ^^ Had 
*^ they known all," said he, " I do not 
*^ think they would have bestowed thanks 
^* in that quarter, and neglected me. I fed 
^^ much hurt, that, after the loss of health 
^^ and risk of fortune, another should be 
<^ thanked for what I did against his ordersi 
" I either deserved to be sent out of the 
<^ service, or at least to have had some little 
^^ notice taken of what I had done. They 
<^ have thought it worthy of notice, and y^ 
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^^ hftTC neglected me. If this ia the rewanl 
^^ for n faithful discharge of my dvdy^ I 
^ shall be careful^, and never stand forward 
^^ again. But. I have done my duty, and 
^ hare nothing to accuse myself of." 

The anxiety which he had suffered from 
the harassing uncertainties of law, is apt 
parent from these expressions. He had) 
however, something to console him, for he 
was at this time wooing the niece of his 
friend the president, then in her eighteenth 
year, the widow of Dr. Nisbet, a physician* 
She had one child, a son, by name Josiah^ 
who was three years old. One day, Mr. 
Herbert, who had hastened, half-dressed^ 
to receive Nelson, exclaimed, on returning 
to his dressing-room, ^^ Good God 1 if I did 
^ not find that great little man, of whom 
^^ every body is so afraid, playing in the 
^^ next room, under the dining-table, with 
" Mrs. Nisbei's child!" A few days after- 
wards Mrs. N isbet; herself wasrfiratbtroduced 
to. him, and thanked him for the partiality 
whioh. he had shown to her little boy. Her 
manners were mild: and winning: and tbr 
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captain, M^hose beart was easily susceptible 
of attachment, found no such imperious ne- 
cessity for subduing his inclinations as had 
twice before withheld him from marrying. 
They were married on March 11, 1787 j 
Prince William Henry, who had come out 
to the West Indies the preceding winter, be- 
ing present, by his own desire, to give away 
the bride. Mr. Herbert, her uncle, was at 
this time so much displeased with his only 
daughter, that he had resolved to disinherit 
her, and leave his whole fortune, which was 
very great, to his niece. But Nelson, whose 
nature was too noble to let him profit by an 
act of injustice, interfered, and succeeded in 
reconciling the president to his child. 

^* Yesterday," said one of his naval 
friends, the day after the wedding, " the 
*^ navy lost one of its greatest ornaments, 
*^ by Nelson's marriage. It is a national 
^^ loss that such an officer should marry: 
^^ had it not been for this, Nelson would 
^^ have become the greatest man in the ser- 
" vice." The man was rightly estimated: 
but he who delivered: this opinion did not 
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understand the effect of domestic love and 
duty upon a mind of the true heroic stamp. 
^^ We are often separate," said I^elson, in 
a letter to Mrs. Nisbet, a few months before 
their marriage ; ^' but our affections are not 
^^ by any me^ns on that account diminished. 
f^ Our cpuntry has the first demand for our 
^^ services ; and private convenience or hap* 
^^ piness must ever give lyay to tl^e public 
^Vgood. Duty is the gre^t business of 
^^ a sea officer: all private cpnsidei^tions 
** must give way to it, however painful.'* 
^^ Have you not often heard," says he, 
in another letter, ^' that salt water and 
^* absence always wash away love ? Now 
^^ I am such a heretic as not to believe that 
^^ faith : for behold, every morning I have 
^^ had six pails of salt water poured upon 
^^ my head, and instead of finding what 
'^ seamen say to be true, it goes on so con- 
^^ trary to the prescription, that you must, 
/^ perhaps, see me before the fixed time." 
More frequently his correspondence breathed 
a deeper strain. " To write letters to you,*' 
says he, ^^ is the next greatest pleasure J 
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** 'fcdio receiving them from you. What 
^^ I experience ^hen I read such as I- am 
** sure are the pure sentiments of your 
** heart, my poor pen cannot express : — nor, 
** indeed, would I give much for any pen 
^^ or head which could express feelings of 
^^ that kind. Absent from you, I feel no 
^* pleasure : it is you who are every thii^ 
** to me. Without you, I care not for this 
'^ world ; for I have found, lately, nothing 
^^ in it but vexatimi and trouble. These are 
*^ my present sentiments. God Almighty 
^^ grant they may never change ! Nor do I 
^^ think they will. Indeed there is, as fiur 
^^ as human knowledge can judge, a moral 
^^ certainty that they cannot : for it must be 
^^ real afiection that brings us tc^ether ; not 
^^ interest or compulsion." Such were the 
feelings, and such the sense of duty, with 
which Ndson became a husband. 

During his stay upon this statioQ he had 
ample opportunity of observing the scandal- 
tHis practices of the oontractots, prise-agents, 
and other persons in the West Indies oon- 
wcted -with the wnral service. MThen he 
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was Arst left "with the command, and biUg 
were brought him to sign for money which 
waaowing for goods purchased for the navy; 
he required the original voucher, that be 
might examine whether those goods had 
been really purchased at the market price : 
but to produce vouchers would .not have 
been convenient, and therefore was not the 
custom. Upon this Nelson wrote to Sir 
Charles Middleton, then comptroller of the 
navy, representing the abuses w'hich were 
likely to be practised in this manner. The 
answer which he received seemed to imply 
Ihat the old forms were thought sufficient : 
and thus having no alternative, he was com- 
pelled, with his eyes open, to submit to a 
practice originating in fraudulent intentions. 
-Soon afterwards two Antigua merchants in- 
formed him, that they were privy to great 
frauds, which had been committed upon 
government in various departments; at An- 
tigua, to the amount of nearly, j^ 500,000 ; at 
Lucie, i£ 300,000 ; at Barbadoes, j^)25O,00O ; 
:at Jamaica, upwardsof a million. The in- 
formers were both jshrewd, sensible men of 
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business : they did not affect to be actuated 
bj a sense of justice, but required a per 
centage upon so much as government should 
actually recover through their means. Nelson 
examined the books and papers lyhich they 
produced, and was convinced that govern- 
ment had been most infamously plundered. 
Vouchers, he found, in that country, were 
no check whatever « the principle was, that 
^^ a thing was always worth what it would 
^^ bring:" and the merchants were in the 
habit of signing vouchers for each other, 
without even the appearance of looking at 
the articles. These accounts he sent home 
to the different departments which had been 
defrauded : but the peculators were too 
powerful; and they succeeded not merely 
in impeding inquiry, but even in raising 
prejudices against Nelson at the board of 
admiralty, which it was many years before 
he could subdue. 

Owing, probably, to these prejudices, and 
the influence of the peculators, he was treated, 
on his return to England, in a manner which 
had nearly driven him from the service. 
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During the three years that the Boreas had 
remained upon a station M^hich is usually so 
fiital, not a single officer or man of her ^hole 
complement had died. This almost unex- 
ampled instance of good health, though 
mostly, no doubt, imputable to a healthy 
season, must, in some measure, also be 
ascribed to the vfise conduct of the captain. 
He never suffered the ships to remain more 
than three or four at a time at any of the 
islands; and i^hen the hurricane months 
confined him to English Harbour, he encout 
raged all kinds of useful amusements : music, 
dancing, and cudgelling, among the men; 
theatricals among the officers: any thing 
which could employ their attention, and keep 
their spirits cheerful, ^he Boreas arrived 
in England in June. Nelson, who had 
many times been supposed to be consumptive 
/when in the West Indies, and perhaps was 
saved from consumption by that climate, 
was still in a precarious state of health; 
and the raw wet weather of one of our uo- 
genial summers brought on cold, and sore 
.throat, and fever ; yet his vessel was kept ^t 
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Ibe Nore from the end of June till the tsnd 
of November, serving as a slop and reoeiv- 
ing ship. This unworthy treatment, 'wbich 
more probably proceeded from intention than 
from neglect, excited in Nelson the strongeifC 
indignation. During the whole five months 
he seldom or never quitted the ship, bot 
carried on the duty with strict and suHmi 
attention. On the morning when orders 
were received to prepare the Boreas for be- 
ing paid off, he expressed his joy to the 
senior officer in the Medway, saying, ^' It 
^^ will release me for ever from an ungrate* 
^^ ful servii^e, for it is my firm and unalter- 
^^ able determination never again to set my 
^^ foot on board a king's ship. Immedialely 
^^ after my arrival in town I shall wait on 
^^ the first lord of the admiralty, and resign 
^^ my commission.*' The officer to whom 
he thus communicated his intentions behaved 
in the wisest and most friendly manner ; for 
finding it in vain to dissuade kim in his pre- 
sent slate of feriing, he secretly interfered 
with 4lie first kxd to save himfinom a step so 
-Iqwisos to luBsdfy little fiweseeii^ Imw 
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deefdy the iirelfare and honour ^of England 
were at that moment at stake. This inter- 
ference produced a letter from Lord Howe^ 
the*day before the ship was paid off, intU 
mating a wish to see Captain Nelson as «oon 
as he arrived in town: when, being pleased 
with* his conversation, and perfectly con- 
vinced, by what was then*explained to him, 
of the propriety of his conduct, he desired 
that he might present him to the king on the 
first levee day : and the gracious manner in 
-which Nelson was then received, effectually 
Mnoved his resentment. 
. -'Prejudices had been, in like manner, ex- 
cited against his friend. Prince William 
Henry. " Nothing is wanting, sir," said 
Nelson in one of his letters, ^^ to make you 
^^ the darling of the English nation, but 
^^ truth. Sorry I am to say, much to the 
*^ contrary has been dispersed." This was 
not flattery ; for Nelson was no flatterer. 
The letter in which this passage occurs 
shows in how wise and noble a manner he 
dealt with the prince. One of his royal 
fc^hness^s ^ofiioers had applied for a court 
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martial upon a poLnt in which he was ungues* 
tionably wrong. His royal highness, how- 
ever, while he supported his own character 
and authority, prevented the trial, which 
must have been injurious to a brave and de- 
serving man, " Now that you are parted," 
said Nelson, ^^ pardon me, my prince, 
^^ when I presume to recommend that he 
^^ may stand in your royal favour as if he 
^^ had never sailed with you, and that at 
^^ some future day you will serve him. 
^^ There only wants this to place your con« 
^^ duct in the highest point of view. None 
^^ of us are without filings ; his, was being 
^' rather too hasty : but that, put in compe* 
^' tition with his being a good officer, will 
^^ not, I am bold to say, be taken in the 
^^ scale against him. More able friends 
*^ than myself your royal highness may 
^' easily find, and of more consequence 
^' in the state ; but one more attached and 
^^ affectionate, is not so easily met with. 
^^ Princes seldom, very seldom, find a dis- 
^^ interested person to communicate their 
<< thoughts to : I do not pretend to be that 
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^^ person : but of this be assured, by a man 
^^ who, I trust, never did a dishcmourable 
*^ act, that I am interested only that your 
^^ royal highness should be the greatest 
^' and best man this country ever pro- 
" duced." 

Encouraged by the conduct of Lord 
Howe, and by his reception at court, Nel- 
son renewed his attack upon the peculators 
with fresh spirit. He had interviews with 
Mr. Rose, Mr. Pitt, and Sir Charles Middle- 
ton ; to all of whom he satisfactorily proved 
his charges. In consequence, it is said, 
these very extensive public frauds were at 
length put in a proper train to be pro- 
vided against in future: his representa- 
tions were attended to; and every step 
which he recommended was adopted : the 
investigation was put into a proper course, 
which ended in the detection and punish- 
ment of some of the culprits: an im- 
mense saving was made to government, and 
thus its attention was directed to similar 
peculation in other parts of the colonies. 
But it is said also, that no mark of com- 
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mendatioh seems to have been bestoved'upon 
Nelsonr for his exertion; And it is justly 
xemarked*, that the spirit of the navy can- 
not be preserved so effectually by the liberal 
honours bestowed on officers when they are 
worn out in the service, as by an attention io 
those who, like Nelson at this part of his life, 
have only their int^rity and zeal to bring 
them into notice. A junior officer, who had 
been left with the command at Jamaica, 
received an additional allowance, for which 
Nelson had applied in vain. Double pay was 
allowed to every artificer and seaman em* 
ployed in the naval yard : Nelson had 
superintended the whole business of that 
ywni with the most rigid exactness, and 
he complained that he was neglected^ *^ It 
*^ was most true," he said, " that the trouble 
" which he took to detect the fraudulent 
" practices then carried on, was no more 
« than his duty ; but he little thought that 
" the expenses attending his frequent jonr« 
" nies to St. John's, upon that duty, (a 

* Clarke and M'Artbur, vol. i. p. lOT. 
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" taiioe of twelve miles), would have feUen 
^^ upon his pay as captain of the Boreas." 
Nevertheless, the sense of what he thought 
this unworthy usage did not diminish his 
zeal. '' ly" said he, '^ mu^ still buflfet the 
** waves in search of — What? Alas! that 
^^ they called honour is now thought of no 
^* more. My fortune, God k^ows, has 
" grown worse for the service: so much 
** for serving my country. But the devil, 
** ever willing to tempt the virtuous, has 
^^ made. me offer, if any ships should be sent 
** to destroy his majesty of Morocco's ports, 
^^ to be there : and I have some reason to 
^^ think, that^ should any more come of it, 
f^ my humble services will be accepted. I 
^^ have invariably laid down, and followed 
^^ close, a plan of what ought to be upper- 
5^ most in the breast of an officer, — that it is 
^^ much better to serve an ungrateful conn- 
*^ try, than to give up his own fame. Pos- 
*^ terity will do him justice. An uniform 
^^ course of honour and integrity seldom. 
** fails of bringing a man to the goal of fame 
" at last.*? 
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The design against the Barbary piratesr^ 
like all other designs against them, was laid 
aside ; and Nelson took his wife to his father's 
parsonage, meaning only to pay him a visit, 
before they went to France ; a project which 
he had formed for the sake of acquiring a 
competent knowledge of the French lan- 
guage. But his father could not bear to 
lose him thus unnecessarily. Mr. Nelson 
had long been an invalid, suffering under 
paralytic and asthmatic affections, which, for 
several hours after he rose in the morning, 
scarcely permitted him to speak. He had 
been given over by bis physicians for this 
complaint nearly forty years before 'his 
death ; and was, for many of his last years, 
obliged to spend all his winters at Bath. 
The sight of his son, he declared, had given 
him new life. ^^ But H'orace,'' said he, 
^^ it would have been better that I had not 
^^ been thus cheered, if I am so soon to be 
^* bereaved of you again. Let me, my 
^^ good son, see you whilst I can. My age 
'^ and infirmities increase, and I shall not 
'^ last long." To such an appeal there 
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oonld be no reply* Nelson took up bii 
abode at the parsonage, and amused himself 
ifrith the sports and the occupations of the 
CQUAtr J. Sometunes he busied hinosdf with 
forming the glebe; sometimes spent, the 
greater part of the day in the garden, where 
be would dig as if for the mere pleasure 
of wearying himself. Sometimes he went 
birds'-nesting, like a boy : and in these ex« 
peditions Mrs. kelson always, by hi^ express 
^ire, accompanied him. Coursing was his 
fil^^ourite amusement. Shooting, as he prac* 
tised it, was far too dangerous for his com* 
lAnions; for be carried his gun upon th^ 
full cock, as if he were going to board aa 
enemy ; and the moment a bird rose, he let 
fly, ^ithottt €ver putting the fowling-piece 
ta his shoulder. It Is not, therefore, extira* 
fffdinary, that his having cmce shot a par- 
tridge sbottU be remembered by his fiiinily 
ainoi^lhe remarkable events of his life. 

But bis time did not pass away thus withoat 
aome yexatioiis cafes io ruffle it. Th^ affair 
irfthe Ameiican shi^ was not yet oy^r, an4 
Jm was ng9i^ {NS^ec^ wUh tbreats of pr^ecR- 



gg LIFE OF NELSON. I78ft 

tion. *^ I have written them word,'* said 
he, ^^ that I will have nothing to do with 
*^ them, and they must act as they think 
** proper. Government, I suppose, will do 
^^ what is right, and hot leave me in the 
*^ lurch. We have heard enough lately of 
*^ the consequence of the navigation act to 
^* this country. They may take my person t 
*^ but if sixpence would save me from a pro* 
** secution, I would not give it.*' It wad 
his great ambition at this time to possess a 
poney ; and having resolved to purchase 
one, he went to a fair for that purpose* 
During his absence two men abruptly en- 
tered the parsonage, and inquired for him t 
they then asked for Mrs. Nelson ; and after 
they had made her repeatedly declare that 
she was really and truly the captain's wife, 
presented her with* a writ, or notification 
on the part of the American captains, who 
now laid their damages at «£20,000, and 
they charged her to give it to her husband 
on his return. Nelson having bought his 
poney, came home with it in high spirits. 
He called out his wife to admire the pur- 
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chase, and listen to all its excellencies : nor 
was it till bis glee had in some measure sub« 
sided, that the paper could be presented to 
him. His indignation was excessire: and 
in the apprehension that he should be ex« 
posed to the anxieties of the siiit, and the 
ruinous consequences which might ensue, 
he exclaimed, ^^ This affront I did not de- 
" serve ! But TU be trifled with no longer. 
" I will write immediately to the treasury; 
" and if government will not support me, I 
" am resolved to leave the country." Ac- 
cordingly, he informed the treasury, that if 
a satisfactory answer were not sent him by 
return of post, he should take refuge in 
France. To this he expected he should be 
driven, and for this he arranged every thing 
with his characteristic rapidity of decision. 
It was settled that he should depart imme- 
diately, and Mrs. Nelson follow under the 
care of his elder brother, Maurice, ten 
dayB after him. But the answer which he 
received from government quieted his fears : 
it stated, that Captain Nelson was a very 
fnood officer, and needed to be iind^r no 
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apprehension, for he would aiitoredly bo 
supported* 

Here his disquietude upon this sufageot 
^ems to have ended. Still he was not a< 
ease ; he wanted employment, and was ibor^^ 
tified that his aplpKcatioBs for it produced 
no effect. ^^ Not being a man of fortune,'* 
he said, ^^ wAs a cAme i^hich he was unabM 
^^ to get over, aiid therefore none of thi^ 
^^ great cared abou^t him*." Repeatedly h^ 
requested the admiralty that they would not 
leave him to rust in indolence. During the 
armament which was made ujton occasion 
of the dispute concerning Nootka Sound^ 
he renewed his ap|dication : and his steady 
friend^ Prince William, who had then been 
created Duke of Glariencis, recommended 
him to Lord Chatham. The failure of this 
recommendatioh wounds him so keenl/^ 
that he again thought of rc^iritig from the 
service in di^ust : a tesolution fiom whieb 
libthing but the urgent remonstrances 6f 
Lord Hood induced him to desist. Hearing 
that the Raisomiable, in which be had com- 
menced his career, was to be coramissiteedy 
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he asked for her. This also was in vain: 
and a coolness ensued, on his part, toward 
Lord Hood, because that excellent officer 
did not use his influence with Lord Chatham 
upon this occasion. Lord Hood, however, 
had certainly sufficient reasons for not inter- 
fering; for he ever continued his steady 
friend. In the winter of 1798, when we 
were on the eve of the anti-jacobin wiu*, 
Nelson once more offered his services, 
earnestly requested a ship, and added, that 
if their lordships should be pleased to appoint 
J)wn to a cockle-boat, he should fed satis- 
fied. He was answered in the usual official 
form: ^^ Sir, I have received your letter 
^^ of the 5th instant, expressing your readi- 
^^ nesB to serve, and have read the aame to 
^^ my lordscommisstonersof theadininlly,'' 
On the ISth of December he received this 
dry acknowledgement. The fresh mortifi- 
cation did not, howev^ atkct him long; 
finr, by the joint interest of the Duke. and 
Loid Hood, he was appointed, on the Sfkh 
•f January following, to the Aganiemmm, 
of 64 guns. 
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The Aj^aineranou sent to the Mediterranean. — Com- 
mencement of Nelson's acquaintance vrith Sir W. 
Hamilton. — He is sent to Corsica, to co-operate witk 
Paoli.^State of affairs in that island.— Nelson under- 
takes the siege of Bastia, and reduces it. — ^Takes a 
distinguished part in the siege of Calvi, where lie 
loses an eye. — ^Admiral Hotham*!s action. — The Aga- 
memnon ordered to Genoa, to co-operate with the 
Austrian and Sardinian forces. — Gross nuse^ndiiet of 
the Austrian General* 

• 

Thbre are three things, yoang gentle* 
^^ mu/* said Nelson to one of his midship- 
men, <^ which yon are constantly to bear in 
" mind. Fir^^ yon must always implictdy 
^^ obey orders, withont attempting to fana 
•* «V opinion of your own re^^eclii^ their 
* pwjprie^. SecoiM%» yon mnst coauder 
^ m^fy Man ywur memy who qpenks iU of 
« ywr hii«^ and, thirdly, yoa nml hale 
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** a Frenchman as you do the devil." With 
these feelings he engaged in the Anti-Jacobio 
l¥ar. Josiah, his son4n«law, 'vrent viith him^ 
as a midshipman. 

The Agamemnon ivas ordered to the Me* 
diterranean, under Lord Hood. The fleet 
arrived in those seas at a time y^hen the south 
pf France would willingly have farmed itself 
into ^ separate republic, und^r the pTotec«» 
tion of England. But good principles had 
l)een at that time perilously abused by 
ignorant and profligate men; and, in it^ 
fear and hatred of democracy, the English 
government leagued itself with despotism :— » 
a miserable error, of which the consequences 
will long be to be deplored : for had not Eng« 
land, in unhappy hour, interfered, the rottea 
governments of the continent would then have 
fallen; and the continental nations, acquiring 
a revolutionary impulse and strength, at the 
9ame time as France, would now h^ve been the 
rivals of France, instead pf her prey. Lord 
Hood could net take advantage of the fair oc# 
0asion which presented itself; and which, if it 
bad been seized with vigour, might have ende^ 
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Fiance :—tiiii he B^oUirfed with 
the pec^Ie ef TcNiloD, to take pofiBesrion pro* 
Virionany of their port and citj ; which, 
fiUally for themsdves, was acowdii^y done. 
Befofe the Biitidi fleet entered, Nelson was 
sent With despatches to Sir William Hamil- 
ton, oor enroy to the cowrt of Naplea. Sir 
Williain, nSttfr his first hiterview witt lura, 
t«dd Lady Hamilton he was aboirt to iniio- 
dttce a little man to her, who could not boast 
df bring Tery handsome ; bnt sodi a man, 
as, he belieyed, wonld one day astomsk tile 
worid. ** I have never before," be oonti* 
nned, ^^ enteitained an officer at my hovse; 
*^ but I am deteitedned to bring him here. 
^ Let him be put in the room p r e p ar ed for 
*^ Frince Augustus.'* Thus that acquaml- 
tace b^an Which ended in the destmctioa 
tf Nelson's domestic happiness. It seemed 
to threaten no such consequences at its ccmi- 
Inencement. He crpoke a( Lady Hamilton, 
in a letter to his wife, as a yom^ woman 
of amiable manners, who did honour to the 
station to which she had been raised : and 
he remarked, that she had been exceedingly 
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kind to JoBiab. The activity with wbich 
the envoy exerted himself in procurtng 
troops from Naples to assist in garrisoning 
Tonlon, so delighted him, that he is said 
to have exclaimed : *^ Sir William, you 
^* fitte a man irfler my own heart ! — you do 
^^ buriness in ray own way:" and then to 
have added, ^^ I am now only a captain ; but 
" ! will, if I live, be at the top of the tree." 
Here, also, that acquaintance with the 
Neftpolltan court commenced. Which led to 
the only blot upon Nelson's public cha« 
nidter. The king, who was sincere at that 
tittle in his enmity to the French, called 
the English the saviours of Italy, and of his 
domiiiions in particular. He paid the most 
ftrftering attentions to Nelson, made him 
dine with him, and seated him at his right 
iiand. 

Having accomplished this mission, Nelscm 
received orders to join Commodore LimEee, 
at Tunis. On the way, five sail of the 
eaemy were discovered off the coast of Sar« 
dkiiu, and he chased them. They prove4 
to be three 44 gun frigates, with a corvette 
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of S4, a^nd a brig of 13. TJie Agamemnon 
had only 345 men at quarters, having landed 
part of her crew at Toulon, and others beii^ 
absent in prizes* He came near enough <Mie 
pf (h^ frigates to engage her, but at great 
disadvantage, the Frenchman manoeuvering 
well, and sailing greatly better. A running 
fight of three hours ensued ; during which 
the other ships, which were at some distance, 
made all speed to come up.. By this time 
the enemy was almost silenced, when a 
favourable change of wind enabled her to 
get out of reach of the Agamemnon's gunsi 
and that ship had received so much damage 
in the rigging, that she could not follow her* 
Nelson expecting that this was but the fore^ 
runner of a far more i^rious eiigagement^ 
called bis officers together, and asked then^ 
if the ship was fit to go into action against 
such a superior force, without some small 
refit and refreshment for the men. Their 
answer was, that she certainly was not. He 
then gave these orders : " Veer the ship^ 
^^ and lay her head to the westward: let 
f^ some of the best men be employed refit* 
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^^ ting the rigging, and the caipenter getn 
^^ ting crows and capstern-bars to prevent 
^^ our woundpd spars from coming down ; 
^' and get the wine up for the people, with 
^^ some bread, for it maj be half an hour 
** good before we are again in action." But 
when the French came up, their comrade 
made signals of distress, and they all hoisted 
out their boats to go to her assistance, leaving 
the Agamemnon unmolested. 
; Nelson found Commodore Linzee at Tunis, 
where he had been sent to expostulate with 
the dey upon the impolicy of his support-* 
ing the revolutionary government of France, 
Kelson represented to him the atrocity of 
that, government. Such arguments were of 
little avail in Barbary : and when the dey 
wastold that the French had put their sove- 
reign to death, he dryly replied, that ^^ No* 
^^ thing could be more heinous ; and yet, if 
^' historians told the truth,^ the English had 
M once done the same/' This answer had 
doubtless been suggested by the French about 
him : they had completely gained the ascend* 
ency> and all negotiation on our part proved 
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firtiitless. Sfaortly afterward, Ndbon ma de- 
tached with a«maU squadron, to co-operate 
with General Paoli and the ;Anti*GaUican 
party in Corsica. 

Borne thirty years before this time, the 
heroic patriotism of theCorsicans, and c£iben 
leader, Paoli, had been the admiraticm cf 
England* The history of these brave people 
is but a melancholy tale. The island which 
they inhabit has been abundantly 'blessed 
by nature : it has many excellent harbours ; 
and though the nud'Oria^ or pestilential 
atmosphere, which is so deadly in many 
parts of Italy, and of the Italian islands, pre« 
yails on the eastern coast, the greater part of 
the country is mountainous and healthy. It 
is about 150 miles long, and from 40 to 60 
broad ; in circumference, some 380 :*— « 
country large enough, and sufficiently distant 
from the nearest shores, to have subsisted as on 
independent state, if the welfere and happi* 
iiess of the human race had ever been <xmsi« 
dered as the end and aim of policy. Tlie 
Moors, the Pitons, the kings of Aragon, and 
iheGenoese, successively attempted, and each 
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ht a time efibcted ite conquest. The 3roke of 
(ke Genoese continued longest, and was the 
keaTie^t. Tbese petty tyrants ruled with 
an iroih^ lod : and when at any time a patriot 
ilite to resist their oppressions, if they failed 
to subdue him by force, they resorted to 
iteassination. At the commencement of tie 
Ust century they quelled one revolt by the 
aid of German auxiliaries, whom the Em* 
fMnt Charles YI. sent against a people who 
bed never offended him, and who were 
igbting for whatever is most dear to man* 
bk 17S4 the war was renewed ; and Theodore, 
a Westphalian baron, then appeared upon 
tbe stage. In that age men were not accuse 
tomed to see adventurers play for kingdoms^ 
and Theodore became the common talk of 
Eufope. He had served in the French 
aneies ; and having afterwards been noticed 
botib by Ripperda and Alberoni, their exam« 
fie, perhaps, inflamed a spirit as ambitious 
a&d as unprincipled as their own. He em* 
ployed the whole of his means in raising 
tfoney and procuring arms : then wrote to 
Ito h^od^s of the Corsican patriots, to otBsf 
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Upon seyeral rich merchants in Holland, 
particularly the Jews, to trust him with 
icannou and warlike stores to a great amount* 
Tbey shipped these under the charge of a 
supercargo. Theodore returned with this 
supercargo to Corsica, and put him to death 
on his arrival, as the shortest way of settling 
the account. The remainder of his life was 
ft series of deserved afflictions. He threw in 
tile stores which he had thus fraudulently 
obtained ; but he did not dare to land, for 
Genoa had now called in the French to their 
assistance, and a price had been set upon 
iiis head. His dreams of royalty were now 
at an end : he took refuge in London, con« 
iraeted debts, and was thrown into the 
King's Bench. After lingering there many 
years, he was released under an act of insol- 
vency : in consequence of which, he made 
-oTer the kingdom of Corsica for the use 
of his creditors, and died shortly after his 
^liverance. 

' Tie French, who have never acted a 
^generous part in the history of the world, 
xeadily entered into the viewjs of the Genoese^ 
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Yrhich accorded with their, own polky x fate 
sach was th^ ascendency at Grenoa, that 
in anbduin;^ Corsica finr these alUe% ihej 
were in fiict subduing it for themselvea* 
They entered into the contest, therefiENre) 
with their usual vigor, and their usual 
cruelty. It was in vain tlmt the Corsicans 
addressed a most affectkig memorial to the 
court of Versailles ; that remorseless goveni* 
ment persbted in its flagitious project. They 
poured in troops; dressed a part of them like 
the people of the country, by which means 
they deceived and destroyed many of the 
patriots ; cut down the standing com^ the 
vines and the olives ; set fire to the villagei, 
and hung all the most able and active men who 
fell into their hands. A war of this kind may 
•be carried on with success against a couiitry 
so small and so thinly peopled as Corsica. 
Having reduced the island to perfect servi* 
tude, which they called peace, the Fien^ 
withdrew their forces. As soon as they ware 
gone, men, women, and boya, rose again 
against their of^ressors. The circnmstBaoes 
of the times weie imw ftvomahfe to them; 
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Md sonnt Bnfisb riiifB^ acting is aHJtf^ ^f 
Saidima, bombasdcd Baeiiai and San FiiM 
ienzo, and deUyered Ihein inta th^ hands of 
Ihe pairi^. Thu» set yiee was long lemeiSfi^ 
ftered with gratikide : the inpressHHi moKfo 
Wfom cm own cotmtrjmeB was less favour^ 
ftble« Thejr had witnessed the heaTt^bum^ 
tag of rival diiefs, md the dissention^ amcing 
tin fmtriots; and petceiving the alaie #f 
tHEbsrism to which edntinual oppressilbn^ 
aad habits of lawless torbulenoe^ had >cN 
dttced the naticm, did not recoHect that the 
tiees of the people were owing to tbefir 
wihappy circmttiances ; but that the yiHocb 
IfWch they displflTed arose from their owm 
■idiAre* This feeKng, perhaps^ influenced the 
BtiCish court, wheiiy in 1746, Corsica offered 
to put herself under the protection of Greal 
Britain: : an answ^ was returned, expressii^ 
saAisfiiction at such a eommuniciUSony hbpSng 
that the Corsicans would pteserTO the aame 
sentinietat^ biit signifying wiao (Ikat the pre^ 
irtit wte not the time for such a neaaure* 
• ' These braye islandisis thai formed a go* 
yenbneitt for tbemseltite^ under tfio UadieBiyf 

H 
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Gaffori and Matra, who had the title of pro« 
Sectors. The latter is represented as a par- 
tisan of Genoa, favouring the views of the 
oppressors of his country by the most treason- 
able means. Gaffi>ri was a hero wcMrthy of 
old times. His ek)quence was long remcm^ 
bered with admiration. A band of assafisinir 
was once advancing against him : he heard 
of their approach, went out to meet them ; 
and, with a serene dignity, which overawed 
tiiem, requested them to hear him : then 
spake to them so forcibly of the distresses 
of their country, her intolerable wrongs, and 
the hopes and views of their brethren in 
anns, that the very men who had been hiied 
to murder him, fell at his feet, imjdored his 
forgiveness, and joined bis banner. While 
he was besieging the Genoese in Corte, a 
party of the garrison perceiving ihe nurse 
with his ddest son, then an infimt in arms, 
straying at a little distance from the <:amp, 
suddenly sallied out and seized them. The use 
they made of their persons was in confbimity 
to their usual execrable conduct. When 
Gaffiwi advanced to batter the walls, they 
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leld up the chOd directly oyer that part of 
the wall at which the guns were pointed^ 
The Corsicans stopt : but Gaffori stood at 
their head^ and ordered theiii to continue 
the fire. Providentially the child escaped, 
and lived to relate, Vfiih becoming feeling, 
a fact so honourable to his father* That 
father conducted the a&its of the island 
tin 1753, when he was assassinated by some 
wretches, set on, it is believed, by Genoa ; 
but certainly pensioned by that abotninable 
'government after the deedi He left the 
country in such a state, that it was enabled 
to continue the war two years after his 
death without a leader: then they found 
one worthy of their cause in Pasquale'de 
Paoli. 

Paoli^s father W^ Otte of the patriots who 
Mected their escape from Corsica when the 
French reduced it to obedience. He retired 
to Naples, and brought up this his youngest 
son in the Neapolitan service. The 6or- 
sicans heard of young Paoli's abilities, and 
solicited him to come over to his native 
country dind take the command. He did 
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not hesitate long: his father, who was too 
fiur advanced in years to take an active part 
himself, encouraged him to go; and when 
they separated, the old man fell on hb neck 
and kissed him, and gave him bis blessing. 
^^ My son,'' said he, ^^ perhaps I may 
^^ never see you more ; but in my mind I 
^^ shall ever be present with you. Your 
^' design is great and noble ; and I do«bt 
^^ not but God will bless you in it* I shall 
^^ devote to your cause the little remainder 
^^ of my life, in offering up my prayers for 
^^ your success." When Paoli assumed the 
command, he found all things in confusicm : 
he formed a democratical government, of 
which he was chosen chief; restored the 
authority of the laws ; established an uni- 
versity; and took such measures, both for 
repressing abuses and moulding the rising 
generation, that, if France had not inter- 
fered, upon its wicked and detestable prin* 
ciple of usurpation, Ccmica might, at this 
day, have been as free, and flourishing, and 
happy a commonwealth, as any of the 
Grecian states in the daya of their pro- 
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sperity. The Genoese were at tbi» time 
driven out of their fortified towns, and nmst 
in a short time have been expelted. France 
was indebted some millions of livres to Ge* 
noa : it was not conrenient to pay this money $ 
so the French minister proposed to the Ge« 
Boese, that she should discharge the debt by 
sending six battalions to serve in Cknsica for 
fenr years. The indignation which this 
conduct excited in all generous hearts, was 
forcibly expressed by Rousseau, who, with 
all his errors, was never deficient in feeling 
for the wrongs of humanity. ^^ You French- 
^ men," said he, writing to one of that 
people, ^^ are a thoroughly servile nation, 
'^ thoroughly sold to tyranny, thoroughly 
^ cruel, and relentless in persecuting the 
^^ unhappy. If they knew of a freeman at 
^^ the other end of the world, I believe they 
'^ would go thither for the mere pleasure 
*' of extirpating him." 

The immediate object of the French hqv 
pened to be purely mercenary t they wanted 
to clear off their debt to Genoa ; and as the 
presence of their ifoofps in the island eflbeted 
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this^ they aimed at doing the people no far* 
tber mischief. Woald that the conduct of 
England had been at this time free from 
reproach! but a proclamation was issued 
by the English government, after the peace 
of Paris, prohibiting any intercourse with. 
the rebels of Corsica, Paoli said, he did 
not expect that from Great Britain. This 
great man was deservedly proud of hut 
country: — *' I defy Rome, Sparta^ or 
^^ Thebes," he used to say, ^^ to show me 
^^ thirty years of such patriotism as Corsica 
^' can boast!" Availing himself of the 
respite which the inactivity of the French^ 
and the weakness of the Genoese, allowed^ 
he prosecuted his plans of civilizing the 
people. He used to say, that though he bad 
an unspeakable pride in the prospect of the 
fame to which he aspired ; yet, if he could 
but render his countrygien happy, he could . 
be content to be forgotten, His own im* 
portance he never affected to undervalue. 
" We are npw to our country," said he^ 
^^ like the prophet Elisha, stretched oyer 
^^ the dead child of the Shunamite,— eye tQ 
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^ ^jCy nose to nose, mouth to mouth. It 
^^ begins to recover warmth, and to revive r 
^^ I hope it will yet regain full health and 
** vigour," 

But when the four years were expired, 
France purchased the sovereignty of Corsica 
from the Genoese for forty millions of livres ; 
as if the Genoese had been entitled (o sell it ; 
as if any bargain and sale could justify one 
country in taking possession of another against 
the will of the inhabitants, and butcheriqg all 
wbQ oppose the usurpation! Among the 
enormities which France has committed, this 
action seems but a^ a speck ; yet the foulest 
murderer that ever suffered by tbe hand of 
the executioner, has infinitely less guilt upon 
his soul than the statesman who concluded 
this treaty, and the monarch who sanctioned 
and confirmed it» A desperate and glorious 
resistance was made ; but it was in vain ; no 
power interposed in behalf of these injured 
islanders, and the French poured in as many 
troops as were required. They offered to 
confirm Paoli in the supreme authority, only 
m ocmdition that he would hold it nndec 



Aeir ^venimeiit* His aniwer ivas, that 
f^ the nrocks which :8unDiuided him should 
^' m^It away before he would hetn^ a cause 
*f which he held in comin(m with the poorest 
^^ Gpfsicaii." This people then set a {price 
4ipon his head. Durii^ttwo*€ampaigiis he 
kept them at bay : they overpoweitd hint 
at length : he was driven to the shore, and, 
having escaped on ship«board, took irefugs 
in England, it is said that ^Lord Shelbume 
lesigaed'his seat in the cabinet, because the 
ministry looked on, without ^atten^pting i to 
^cevent France from succeeding in this abo* 
minatde and iniportant act of aggmndize* 
inent* In one re^^ect, however, our oounti^ 
aet^ as beoame her. iPacdi <was wekomed 
with die honours which he deserved, a^pen* 
sion of j£ 1900 was immediately ^sanied 
him ; and provision was libemlly iauuda finr 
Us elder brother and his nephew. 

Above twenty years iPaoli xenuttiied «ia 
JBngland, engoyiipg the iiiendship (tsf tthc 
wise, iand the admiration of Uie good. <B«t 
when the French revofaitionf began, it seamed 
asiif the restoration of Corsica was.iAthaiid* 
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The ^hole ^country, as if animated by one 
spirit, rose add demanded liberty ; and the 
nationalassembly passed a decree, recognis- 
ing the island as a department of France, 
md therefore entitled to all the privileges of 
the'new French constitution. This satisfied 
ihe'Gorsicans, and it satisfied Paoli also. He 
resigned his pension in the year 1790, and 
appeared at the bar of the assembly with the 
GoTsican deputies, when they took the oath 
ef fidelity to France. But the course of 
events in France soon dispelled 'those hopes 
of a new and better order of things, which 
Faoli, in common with so many of ^the 
fnends of humankind, had indulged : and 
perceiving, after the execution of the king, 
that a civil war was About 'to ensue, of 
^hich no man could foresee (he issue, «he 
jnrepared «to break the ccmnexion between 
Gofsiea. and the French republic. The con^ 
vention suspecting such a design, and pei^ 
baps occasioning it by their suspicionsi 
(ndered him to their bar. That way, be 
well knew, led to the guillotine ; and return* 
ing a respectfol answer, he declared that 
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he would never be found wanting in his 
dnty, but pleaded age and infinnity as a 
leason for disobeying the summons* Their 
second order was more summary t and 
the French troops who were in Corsica^ 
idded by those of the natives, who weie 
either influenced by hereditary party-feeU 
ings, or who were sincere in Jacobinism, 
took the field against him. But the people 
were with him. He repaired to Corte, the 
capital of the island, and was again in- 
vested with the authority which he had held 
in the noon-day of his fame. The c(mven<» 
tion upon this denounced him as a rebel, and 
set a price upon his head. It was not the 
first time that France had proscribed PaolL 

. Paoli now opened a Gorreq;Kmdence with 
Lord Hood, promising, if the English would 
make an attack upon St. Fiorenzo finom the 
sea, he would, at the same time, attack it 
by land. This promise he was unable Uy 
perform t and Commodore Linzee, who, in 
reliance upon it, was sent upon this service, 
was repulsed with some loss, hotd Hood, 
who had now been compelled to evacuate 
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Toulon, suspected Paoli of intentionallj de<« 
ceiviog him. This was an injurious suspicion. 
Shortly afterward he despatched Lieutenant* 
Colonel (afterward Sir John) Moore and 
Major Koehler to confer with him upon a 
plan of operations. Sir Gilbert £^liot ac* 
eompanied them : and it was agreed upon^ 
tbat^ in consideration of the succours, both 
military and naval, which his Britannic 
Majesty should afford for the purpose of ex«; 
pelling the French, the island of Corsica 
should be delivered into the immediate pos« 
session of his Majesty, and bind itself to. 
acquiesce in any settlement he might ap«: 
prove of concerning its government and its 
future relation with Great Britain. While 
this negotiation was going on, Nelson cruised 
off ibe island with a small squadron, to pre<» 
vent )Uie enemy from throwing in supplies^ 
Close to St. Ficxrenzo the French had a store** 
house of ilour, near their only mill: ho 
watched an opportunity, and landed ISO men, 
who threw the flour into the sea, burnt th^ 
mill, and re-embarked before 1000 men, who 
were sent against him, could occasion them 
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die loss of a single man. While be exerted 
biniself thus, keeping out all supplies^ in« 
tercepting despatches, attacking their out- 
posts and forts, and cutting out vessels from 
the bay, — a species of warfare which de- 
presses the spirit of an enemj eyen more 
than it injures them, because of the sense 
of individual superiority which it indicatee 
in the assailants, — ^troops were landed, and 
St. . Fiorenzo was besieged. The French 
finding themselves unable to maintain thai 
post, sunk one of their frigates, burnt an- 
other, and retreated to Bastia. Lord Hood 
submitted to Geneml Dundas, who conn 
manded the land forces, a plan for th^ 
leduction of this place : the general declined 
co-operating, thinking the attempt imprac- 
ticable, without a reinforcement of 9000 m«i, 
which he expected from Gibraltar. Upon 
this Lord Hood determined to reduce it 
tirith the naval force under his command; 
and leaving part of his fleet off Toulon, he 
came with the rest to Bastia. 

He showed a proper sense of respect for 
Nelson's services, and of confidence in his 
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talents, hy taking care not to bring with 
him any older captain. A few days before 
th^r arrival^ Nelson had had what he called 
a brush with the enemy. ^^ If I had had 
** with me five hundred troops," he said^ 
^^ to a certainty I should hare stormed the 
^^ town; and I believe it might hare been 
*^ carried. Armies go so slow, that seamen 
^ think they never mean to get forward % 
*^ but I dare say they act on a surer prin« 
^^ ciple, although we seldom fail." During 
this partial action our army appeared upon 
the heights; and having reconnoitred the 
place, returned to St. Fiorenzo. *' What 
^^ the general could have seen to make a 
^^ retreat necessary," said Nelson, ^^ I can* 
V iii<'t comprehend. A thousand men would 
*' certainly take Bastia ; with five hundred 
** and Agamemnon I would attempt it# 
<< My seamen are now what British seamen 
^' ought to be^ almost invincibler They 
*^ really mind shot no more than peas*" 
Gftneral Dundas had not the same conft* 
defice. ^' After mature consideratimi," said 
hm in a letter to Lord Hood^ ^^ and a. per- 
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^' sonal inspection for several days of alt 
<< circamstances, local as well as others, I 
*^ consider the siege of Bastia, with our 
*^ present means and force, to be a most 
^^ visionary and rash attempt; such as no 
*^ officer would be justified in undertaking,'^ 
Lord Hood replied, that nothing would be 
more gratifying to his feelings than to have 
(he whole responsibility upon himself; and 
that he was ready and willing to undertake 
the reduction of the place at his own risk, 
with the force and means at present there. 
General d*Aubant, who succeeded at this 
time to the command c^the army, coincided 
in opinion with his predecessor, and did not 
think it right to furnish his lordship with a 
single soldier, cannon, or any stores. Lord 
Hood,could only obtain a few artilleiy-men ; 
and ordering on board that part of the 
troops who, haying been embarked as ma- 
rines, were borne on the ships* books as part 
of their respective complements, he began 
the si^e with 118S soldiers, artillery*men 
and marines, and 250 sailors. ^^ We are 
^ but few," said Nelson, << but of the right 
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^^ sort; our general at St. Fiorenzo not 
** giving us one of the five regiments he 
*^ has there lying idle." 

These men were landed on the 4th of 
April, under Lieutenant-Colonel Yillettes 
and Nelson, who had now acquired from 
the army the title of brigadier. Guns were 
dragged by the sailors up heights where it ap* 
peared almost impossible to convey them;— 
a work of the greatest difficulty; and which 
Nelson said could never, in his opinion, 
have been accomplished by any but British 
seamen. The soldiers, though less dexter- 
ous in such service, because not accustomed, 
like sailors, to habitual dexterity, behaved 
with equal spirit. ^' Their zeal," said the 
brigadier, ^^ is almost unexampled. There 
^* is not a man but considers himself as per- 
^' sonally interested in the event, and de- 
^* Berted by the general. It has, I am per- 
^^ suaded, made them equal to double their 
^^ numbers." This is one proof, of many, 
'that for our soldiers to equal our seamen, it 
it only necessaiy for them to be equally 
well commanded* They have the same 
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heart and s^ul, as well as the same flesll 
aadUood. Too^.mueh may, indeed, be eil« 
acted from them in a retreat ; but set their 
&ce toward a foe, and there is Boihing 
within thfe reach of human achieyemetlt 
which they caimot perform. The French 
had improved the leisare which onr militaiy 
canttiander had aUowed them ; and befbft 
Lord Hood commenced his <^rationa, he 
had the moftification of seeii^ that ibe 
enemy were every day erecting new worfcV| 
itrengtherib^ old onea, and rendering' the 
attempt more diflBcalt. La Combe St. Ifi* 
diel, the commissioner from tlie nathxnd 
ConvcfBtion, who was in the city> replied in 
these; terins to the summons of the Britiih 
admiral : ^^ I have hot shot for yowr ^9% 
^* and bayondts for your troops. Whell 
^* two4hirds of oar men ate kiBed, I will 
<< then trastto the generosity of thefiiiglBh.'* 
ThesM^, however, was not sustained wiA 
the firmnesft which such a reply secBMd to 
sngw. 0» the 19th of May a in^ of 

wns began: thai 

tmfi imi 8k Fi 
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appearance on the hills; and on the foJU 
lowing morning General D*Aubant arrived 
with the whole army to take possession of 
Bostia. 

The event of the siege had justified the 
confidence of the sailors; Ixit they them* 
selves excused the opinion of the generals, 
when the J saw what they had done. ^^ I am 
^^ all astonishment/' said Nelson, ^' when I 
^ reflect on what we have achieved : 1000 
^^ regulars, 1500 national gnards, and a 
** large party of Gorsican troops, 4000 in 
*^ all, laying down their arms to 1800 soU 
^^ dlers, marines, and seamen! I always 
^^ was of opLuicm, have ever acted up to it, 
^^ and never had any reason to repent it, 
^^ that one Englishman was equal to three 
^^ Frenchmen. Had this been an English 
^^ town, I am sure it would not have been 
" taken by them." When it had been re- 
solved to attack the place, the enemy wwe 
supposed to be far inferior in number ; and 
it was not till the whole had been arranged, 
and the siege publicly undertaken, that 
^elfi|>n received certain information of the 
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gtesA siqieriority of the garrison. This intelt 
ligence he kept secret, fearing lest, if so fair 
a pretext were afforded^ the attempt would 
be abandoned. ^' My own honour," said he 
io'his wife, ^^ Lord Hood's honour, and the 
*^ honour of our country, must have beeu 
f^ sacrificed, had I mentioned what I knew : 
^^ therefore you will beliere what must have 
^' been my feelings during the whole si^e, 
^^ when I had oAen proposals made to me to 
^^ write to Iiord Hood to raise it." Those 
very persons, who thus advised him, were 
vewarded for their conduct at the siege of 
Bastia : Nelson, by whom it may truly be 
^iffirmed that Bastia was taken, received no 
reward. Lord Hood's thanks to him, both 
public and private, were, as he himself said, 
the handsomest which man could give : but 
Us signal merits were not so mentioned in 
tiie despatches, as to make them sufficiently 
known to the nation, nor to obtain for him 
ftom government those honours to which 
they so amply entitled him« This could 
only have arisen from the haste in which th^. 
dei^mtclies were written ; certainly not fyfm 
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any deliberate purpoBe, for Lord Hood irsi^ 
unifonnly his steady and dncere friend. 

One of the cartel^ ships, which carried 
the garrison of Bastia to Toulon, brought 
back intelligence that the French were about 
to sail from that port ;^'-«uch exertions had 
they made to repair the damage done at the 
evacuation, and to fit out a fleet. The intel- 
ligence was speedily verified. Lord Hood 
sailed in quest of them toward tte islands of 
Hieres. The Agamenmon was with him. 
** I pray God," said Nelson, writing to his 
wife^ *^ (hat we may meet their fleet. If 
^^ any accident should happen to me, I am 
'^ sure my conduct will be such as will ew* 
*^ title you to the royal favour ; — not that I 
^^ have the least idea but I shall return to 
^* you, and full of honour:— if not, the 
M Lord's will be done. My name shall 
^f never be at disgrace to those who may be* 
** long to me. The little I have, I have 
^ given to you, except a small )annuity '; I 
•* wish it was more; but I have never got 
^ a farthing dishonestly : — it descends from 
^ clean hands* Whatever &te awaits me^ I 
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f^ pray Qod to Uess you, and {Hreserve you^ 
" for your son's sake«'' v/ With a mind ikos 
prepared) and thus confident^ hb hop^ and 
wishes seemed on the pouit of beki^ gratified j 
when the enemy weiw^diaeoyevedtcldse* tuldeit 
the land, near St..Tcopess. itThe wind fell^ and 
prevented Lord Hood frcm getting betweeir 
them and the shore^.asr he .designed 7 'boats 
came out fit>m Antibe9 and' other phees^'^^td 
their assistance, and.towed them withiv Che 
shoals in Gouijeanrxoads^ fwhere theyweM 
protected by the batteries on isles^St. Honors 
and St. Marguerite, <and on^fiape GaroueilBe^ 
Here the English admind planned a i^W 
mode of attack, meaning to^double^on ^fivtl 
of the nearest ships ;uJl)nt>the. wind'. agbitt 
died away, and it was fonnd>that they^had 
anchored in compact order^ gnarding^ the 
only passage for large ships. !>. ThiBve-' w»i 
no way of effi^ctin^ this .passage, e&ccept 'by 
tawing or warping the vessels ; and this ren-t 
dered the attempt impracticable. <> For Tthid 
time the enemy escaped^ but Nelsoa bonf 
in mind the admirable 4>lan of attack which 
Lord Hood had devised^r and. :there« came 
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a day when they felt its tremendous 
effects. 

The Agamemnon "was now despatched io 
co-operate at the siege of Calvi with General 
Sir Charles Stnart; an officer who, unfor» 
innately for his country, never had an ade- 
qnate field allotted him for the clisplay of 
those eminent talents, which were, to aU 
who knew him, so conspicuous*. Nelson 
bad less rcspcnisibtlity here than at Bastia ; 
and was acting with a man after his own 

• 

heart, who was never sparing of himself 
and slept every night in die advanced bat* 
tery. . But the service was not leas bard than 
that of the former siege. ^^ We will fag 
*^ ourselves to death," said he to Lord Hood^ 
^^ before any blame shall lie at our doors* 
^^ I trust it will not be forgotten, that twenty* 
^< five pieces of heavy x)rdnance have been 
*^ dragged to the different batteries, mounted^ 
^^ and, all but three, Ibught by seamen, ex* 
*^ cept one artillery«man to point the guns.*' 

* Ii0r4 Melville was fqlly sensible of these talents, 
and bore testimony to them in the handsomest manner^ 
after Sir CiMflet'i dcfttb. 



118 UFB or neuoN^. i7d4 

Tlie diaiate piovfid.iiMm destraetive. ihan 
the serFice; for this was during the lion 
San, as they there call our season of the 
dqg^ajs; Of 20OO meii^ aboye half wer<^ 
sick^ and the nst like so miuiy phantoms. 
NekoQ described himself as the reed among 
the oaksy bowing before the storm when they 
trere lajd low by it. ^ All the prevailing 
f^ di8Qrdei& haye attacked me/' said he-^ 
f ' but I haye not strength enough for them 
f^ to &steo on.*' The loss from the enekny 
-mm not great ; but Nelson received a serious 
injary : a shot struck the gioond near him^ 
and dkoy6 the sand and small gravel into one 
pf kis eyes. He qpoke of it slightly at the 
^me : writing the same day to Lord Hood^ 
he only said, that he got a little hurt that 
morning,, not much ; and the next day, lii 
said, be should be able to attend his duty 
in the evening* In fact^ h^ suffered, it (d 
confine faim only one day; but the ^%ht 
Was lost. 

After the &11 of Calvi^ his services were, 
by a strange omission, altogether overlpdsed ; 
and his name was not even mention^ ia thf^ 
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list' of wounded. ' This was no ways imput* 
able to the admiral, for he sent hpme to 
goyemment Nelson's jouiiial of the siege, 
that they might fully understand the nature 
of his indefatigable and unequ&Ued exertions* 
If those exertions wer^ not rewarded in the 
jbohspicuous manner which they deserved, 
the fault was in the administration of the 
day, not in Lord Hood. Nelson felt hiol* 
^If neglected, '^ One hundred and ten 
*^ days," said he, ^^ I have been actually 
^ engaged, at sea and oh shore, against the 
^'^ enemy ; three actions against ships, two 
'^^ against Bastia in my ship, four boat ac* 
^^ tions, and two villages taken, and twelve 
•^^ sail of vessels burnt« I do not know that 
^ any one has done niore. I have had the 
^* comfort to be always applauded by my 
^* bommandep-in-chief, but never to be.re^ 
^' ^ warded : and, what is more mortifying, for 
*r services in which I have been wounded^ 
^^ others have been praised, who, at the 
^ same tiftie, were actually in bed, far from 
** the scene of action . They have not done 
i^ me justice. But, never mind» I'll have a 
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^^ gaiette of my own/' How amply was 
(his second-sight of glory realised ! 

Tlie health of his ship's company had 
now, in his own words, been miseraUy 
torn to pieces by as hard senrice as a diip's 
crew ever performed: 150 were in their 
beds when he left Calvi; of them he lost 
iiffy; and bdieved that the constitntioos of 
the rest were entirdy destroyed. He was 
now SMrt with despatches to Mr. Drake, at 
Genoa^ and had his fiist interriew with the 
doge* The French had, at this time, taken 
possci wi on of Vado Bay, in the Genoese tcfw 
ritoty; and Ndson foncsaw, Aat if ttcir 
tho^lg^ts wcie bcnl on the n siaM aa of 
haify they wonld accompliih it &e rn^n 
11^ spnaf . ^^ The ailied pawns," he said, 
^ weie jcdbus of each other; 
^ bnt Cu^IumI was hcnity isi the 
His wish waa fta pcace> m Mt 
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afiain of the Meditenraneaa wore at thu 
time a gloomy aspect. The arts, as well 
as the arms of the enony, were gaming 
the ascendency there. Tuscany concluded 
peace, relying upon the faith of Francei| 
which was, in fact, placing itself at her 
mercy. Corsica was in danger. We had 
taken that island for ourselres, annexed it 
fimnally to the crown of Great Britain, and 
given it a constitution as free as our own* 
This was done with the consent of the ma* 

• 

jority of the inhabitants : and no transaction 
between two countries was ever more fitirly 
or legitimately conducted : yet our conduct 
was unwise ;-^he island is large enougli 
to form an independent state, and such we 
should have made it, under our protection^ 
aa long as protection might be needed ; 
the CoTsicans would then have felt as a 
nation; but when one party had given 
np the country to England, the natural 
ocmsequence was, that the other looked 
to France. The question jHroposed to the 
peofde was, to which would they be- 
long ? Oar lan^age and our-zeligion were 
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again$t us ; our unaccommoSating manneil?^ 
it is to be feared, still tnore so. The French 
were better politicians. In intrigue tiiey haye 
^yer been unrivalled ; and it now becanie 
apparent, that, in spite of old -wrongs^ 
which ought never to have been fbrgettM 
6i forgiven, their partisans were daily aof 
Quiring strength. It is part of tiie policy 
dl France, and a wise pcdicy it is^ to inn 
press upon other powers the opinion of its 
strength, by lofty language^ and by threat** 
ening before it strikes: a system which, 
while it keeps up the spirit of its allies, and 
perpetually stimulates their hq[)es, tends 
also to dismay its enemies. Coisica was 
now loudly threatened. The Froidi, whd 
l»d not yet been taught to feel their own in* 
feriority upon the seas, braved us, in cob* 
tempt, upon that elemmt. Theyhadasupc 
rior fleet in the If editetiaaean, and thej sent 
it out widi express orders to seek the Englidi 
and engage tfiem* Accordiiu^y, the Todon 
feet, consJsting of 17 ships of the line and 
Sve sBMAer vessels^ pat to sea. Adminil 
Smkam wteffftA this iafcnnaliwi at htg^ 
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Koni^aiid sailed immediately ia semrch 4;^ 
4iiem. Hb had with lum 14 sail of the 
im/tj BoA one Neapolitan 74 ; but bis ships 
ivcre only half manned, containing but 76S0 
iaen, whereas the enemy had 16,000*^ Hd 
aoon i^ame in sight of them ; n general 
tetion: was expected; and Nelson, ar wai 
Jiis'custom on such occasions^ wrote a hasty 
letter to his^ wife, as that which might pos^ 
siUy contain his last farewdl. ^^ The liMi 
<f of alV said he, << are in the hand of Him 
^^ who knows best whether to preserve mine 
ff or not : my character and good name are 
tf in my own keeping.'' 
*^ But however confident the Flench govern^ 
Me«t might be of their naval superiority , 
the officers had no such feeling^; and aftet 
manoeuvring for a day, in sight of ' ihi 
English fleet, they suffiared themselves to 
br chased. One of their sbips^ the Ca Iraj 
<if84guns, carried away her main and fore 
top-ma^. Tbe Inconstant frigate fired at 
Ibe disabled ship^. but received so man^ 
jbot, that she was oUiged to leave her J 
8dm .^erwaidi^ « French frigate took the 
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Ca Ira in tow ; and the Sabs^Ciilottes,' 190^ 
and the Jean fiams, 74, kept about gun* 
shot distance on hoc weather bow* The 
Agamemnon. stood towards her, having m 
ship of the line to support hGr;wiiAitt seTeral 
miles. As she drew near, the Ca Ira fiied 
her stern gnns so truly, that not a shot 
SAissed some pturt of the skip, and, httteiiy^ 
the masts were atruefc hy erety shot. It 
had been Nelson's intention not to fine 
befiire he touched her stem; but seeiiq^ 
hour impossible it was that he should be 
8nppoi!fed, and how certaiolj the Agamem<* 
non must be severely ent up, if her masts 
were disabled, he altered his jdba aecoid- 
ing to the^occasJDB. As soon, tberefere, as 
he was within a hundred yards of her storni 
be oidered the helm to be pat a«etaiboard> 
and the driver and afier-saHs to be bcailed 
ixp and shivered, ofid, as the ship £^ off, 
gave the enemy her whole bioadside* They 
instantly bacod op the after-yards, put the 
bekn a*polDt, and stood afier her agahi* 
This nuuKBUvre he jptactised for two l\onfs 
and a Quarter, neyer allowing the Ca Jra to 
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get a single gun from either side to bear on 
bim : and when the French fired their after 
guns now, it was no loiter with coohieis and 
precision, for every shot went far a«head« 
By this time her sails were hanging in tal» 
teis, her mizen«top*mast, mi2en*top-saUy 
and cro88*jack-yardB^ shot away* But tber 
fiigate which had her in tow hove in stays^ 
aad got her round. Both these French 
diips now brought their guns to bear, and 
opened their fire. The Agamenmon passed 
them within half pistol-shot ; almost every 
shot passed over her, for the French had 
elevated their guns for the rigging, and 
fiw distant firing, and did not think of alter- 
ing the elevation. As soon as the Agamem* 
BCMi's after guns ceased to bear, she hove 
in stays, keeping a constant fire as sh^ 
came round ; and being worked, said Nel« 
son, with as much exactness as if she had 
been turning into Spithead. On getting 
loond, he saw that the Sans^CuloCtes, which 
had wore, with many of the enemy's ships^ 
was under his lee bow, and standing to 
leeward. The admiral, at the same tim«u 
i 
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made the signal for the Tan ships io jolii' 
him. Upon this Nelson bore away, : and 
prepared to set all sail; and the enemy^ 
haying saved their ship^ hanled dose to 
tiie windy and opened upon him a distant 
and inefiectnal fire. Only seren of the Aga* 
uemnon's men ivere hurt ; — a thing which 
Nelson himself remaiked as wondcrfiil? her 
sails and rigging -were very mnch cut, and 
ijkfi had many shots in her hull, and some 
betweoi wind and water. The Ca Iia lost 
110 men that day, and was so cnt up, that 
she could not get a top-mast aloft during tlio 
uight. 

* At day-light, on the following nomiiu^, 
flie English ships were taken aback with a 
fine breae at N.W., wh3e the eneny's' 
fleet kept the southeriy wind. The body of 
flieir fleet was about five miles diilaal; the 
Ca Ira, and the Censeur, 74, whidi had her 
hi tow, about three a^ a half. All saB 
was made to cut these ships off: and aa the 
Fkeuch attempted to sare them, a partial 
aiBliou was bHmi^t ou. The 1 mbbi awrai 
engaged with her yesterday's 
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iagon&f ; liut she had to fight on both sid^ 
iheship at the same time. The Ca Ira and 
the Censeur fought most gallantly : the first 
lost nearly 900 men, in addition to her fermet 
Jimb;! the last, 350. Both at last struck': 
4Uid Lieutenant Andrews, of th&Agamemnon, 
iMfother to the lady to whom Nelson had 
become attached in France, and, in Net- 
eon's own words, ^^ as gallant an officer as 
f^^ ever stepped a quarter<^eck,^ hoisted 
English colours on board them both. The 
vest of the enemy's ships behaved very ill. 
JLb soon as these vessels had struck, Nelson 
went to Admiral Hotham, and proposed 
Hiat the two prizes should be left with 
the Illustrious and Courageux, whicb had 
h9ea .crippled in the action, and with four 
hiffaiesy and that the rest of the fleet should 
pursue the enemy, and follow up the ad- 
vantage to the utmost. But his reply was-^ 
5^ We must be contented: we have done 
^« very welL"-^** Now," said Nelson, 
^^ had we taken ten sail, and allowed the 
^^ eleventh to escape, when it had been 
V possible to haye got at her, I could never 
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^ have called it if eil done. Good^ backed 

<< me : I got him to write to the Admiral ; 

« bnt it would not do. We should have 

** had' such a day as, I believe, the amials 

^^ of England never produced.'* In 1^ 

letter, the character of Nelson fully mani* 

fests itself. «' I wish," said he, " to be 

'^ an admiral, and in the command of the 

** English fleet ; I should very soon either 

^ do much, or be ruined : my disposition 

*^ cannot bear tame and slow measures. 

.^ Sure- 1 am, had I commanded on the 

^^ 14tb, that either the whole French fleet 

^^ would have graced my triumph, or I 

*^ should have been in a confounded scrape*^ 

What the event would have been, he knew 

from his prophetic feelings, and his own 

consciousness of power : and we also kno# 

it now, for Aboukir and Trafalgar have told 

it us. 

The Ca Ira and Censeur probably dcr 
fended themselves with more obstinacy in 
this action, from a persuasion that, if they 
struck, >jio quarter would be given ; because 
they had fired red hot shot, and had also a 
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preparation sent, as thej said, bj the con- 
vention from Paris, 'which seems to have been 
of the nature of the Greek fire ; for it became 
liquid when it was distharged, and water 
would not extinguish its flame. This )Com« 
bustible was concealed with great care ia 
the captured ships : like the red hot shot, it 
had been found useless in battle. Admiral 
Hotham's action saved Corsica for the time ; 
but the victory had been incomplete, and 
the arrival at Toulon of six sail of the line, 
two frigates, and two cutters from !^jrest, 
gave the French a superiority which, had 
they known how to use it, would materially 
have endangered the British Mediterranean 
fleet. That fleet had been greatly neglected 
during Lord Chatham's administration at the 
admiralty ; and it did not, for some tipae, feel 
the beneficial effect of his removal. Lord 
Hood had gone home to represent the real 
state of affairs, and solicit reinforcements 
adequate to the exigencies of the time, ancj^ 
the importance of the scene of action. But 
thai fiital error of under^proportioning the 
force to the service, that ruinous economy. 
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iriucfc^ bf ^poiu^ a Uiflc, lodfls aD tkit is 

wpaAmdaBy vfccicd Ac Biiiiili cmmcik; 
nd Lmd Hcwd, aot bcni^ aUe Id oUain sach 

feodonxaMflls as ht knew mie 
migmtd ikt conHud. ^ Suelj; 
NdMMi, ^ die people at iMMBe have targfMat 
^ US." A'MiilM'r NeapoUiaB 74 joined Ad- 
aural Hotliam ; aad Ndboo €jbatrwed with 
flomnr, tlnttlus was niattcr of exaltation to 
an Em^Bsh lleec When die slocc-diips and 
TJrtnallfis from Gibraltar arriTcd, tbeir 
ocape from the enem j was thought won* 
deifal; and jcC, had thej not escaped, 
^ the game," said Ndson, ^' was up heie. 
^^ At this moment oor operations aie at a 
^^ stand far want of ships to snppott the 
^ Anstrians in getting possession of the sea* 
^ coast of the king of Saidinia; and be* 
*^ hcid our admiral does not fed himself 
^ eqoal to show himself, much less to give 
^ assistance in their operations.'' It was 
lepwted that the French were again out 
with 18 or 20 safl. The combined British 
and Neapolitan were bat sixteen; shonld 
the enemjr be only 18, Neison made no 
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doubt of a complete victory ; but, if they 
vfere SO, he said, it was not to be expected : 
and a battle, without complete victory, would 
have been destruction, because another mast 
-was not to be got on that side Gibraltar. At 
length Admiral Man arrived with a squadron 
from England. ^^ What they can mean by 
^^ sending him with only five sail of the 
^^ line," said Nelson, ^^ is truly astonishing: 
^^ but all men are alike, and we in this 
'^ country do not find any amendment or 
^^ alteration from the old board of admiralty. 
^^ They should know that half the ships in 
^^ the fleet require to go to England ; and 
*' that long ago they ought to have rein- 
** forced us." 

About this time Nelson was made colonel 
of marines ; — a mark of approbation which 
he had long wished for rather than ex- 
pected. It came in good season, for his 
spirits were oppressed by the thought that 
his services had not been acknowledged as 
they deserved ; and it abated the resent- 
ful feeling which would else have been 
lexcited by the answer to an application to 
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the War-Office. During his four months' 
land sendee in Corsica, be had lost all his 
ehip-furniture, owing to the movements of a 
camp. Upon this he wrote to the secretary 
at war, briefly stating what his services on 
ehore had been, and saying, he trusted it 
was not asking an improper thing to request 
that the same allowance might be made to 
him which would be made to a land officer 
of his rank, which, situated as he was, 
would be that of a brigadier-general : if this 
could not be accorded, he hoped that his 
additional expenses would be paid him. 
The answer which he received was, that 
^^ no pay had ever been issued under the 
** direction of the War-Office to officers of 
•* the navy serving with the army on shore." 
He now entered upon a new line of ser- 
vice. The Austrian and Sardinian armies, 
under General de Yins, required a British 
squadron to co-operate with them in driving 
the French from the Riviera di Genoa ; and 
as Nelson had been so much in the habit of 
soldiering, it was immediately fixed that the 
brigadier should go. He sailed from St. 
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Fiorenzo on this destination ; but fell^ in, off 
Cape del Mele, with the enemy's fleet, vrho 
immediatelj gave his squadron chase. The 
chase lasted four and twenty hours; and, 
owing to the fickleness of the wind, the 
British ships were sometimes hard pressed : 
but the want of skill on the part of the 
French gave them many advantages. Nd- 
son bent his way back to St. Fiorekuso, 
where the fleet, which was in the midst 
of watering and refitting, had, for seven 
hours, the mortification of seeing him almost 
in possession of the enemy, before the 
wind would allow them to put out to his 
assistance. The French, however, at even- 
ing, went ofi^, not choosing to approadi 
nearer the shore. During the night, Ad» 
miral Hotham, by great exertions, got under 
weigh ; and, having sought the enemy four 
days, came in sight of them on the fiflh. 
Baffling winds, and vexatious calms, so com- 
mon in the Mediterranean, rendered it im- 
possible to close with them ; only a partial 
action could be brought on : and then the 
firing made ^ perfect calm. The French 
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being to vfindyrBrdj drew in shore; and the 
English fleet was becalmed six or seven 
miles to the westward. L'Alcide, of 74 guns, 
struck ; but, before she could be taken pos- 
session of, a box of combustibles in her fore- 
top took fire, and the unhappy crew experi- 
enced how far more perilous their inventions 
were to themselves than to their enemies. So 
rapid was the conflagration, that the French, 
in their official account, say, the hull, the 
masts and sails, all seemed to take fire at the 
same moment ; and though the English boats 
were put out to the assistance of the poor 
wretches on board, not more than 200 could 
be savedt The Agamemnon, and Captain 
Rowley, in the Cumberland, were just getting 
into close action a second time, when the 
admiral called them ofi^, the wind now being 
directly into the gulf of Frejus, where the 
enemy anchored after the evening closed « 

Nelson now proceeded to his station with 
eight sail of frigates under his command. 
Arriving at Genoa, he had a conference 
with Mr. Drake, the British eiivoy to that 
state ; the result of which was^ that the ob« 
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ject of the British must be, to put an entire 
stop to all trade between Genoa, France, 
and the places occupied by the French 
troops ; for, unless this trade were stopped, 
it would be scarcely possible for the allied 
armies to hold their situation, and impossible 
for them to make any progress in driving 
the enemy out of the Riviera di Genoa. 
Mr. Drake was of opinion, that even Nice 
might fall for want of supplies, if the trade 
with Genoa were cut off. This sort of 
blockade Nelson could not carry on with- 
out great risk to himself. A captain in the 
navy, as he represented to the envoy, is 
liable to prosecution for detention and da* 
mages. This danger was increased by an 
order which had then lately been issued ; by 
which, when a neutral ship was detained, 
a complete specification of her cargo was 
directed to be sent to the secretary of the 
admiralty, and no legal process instituted 
against her till the pleasure of that board 
should be communicated. This was requir- 
ing an impossibility. The cargoes of ships 
detained upon this station, consbting chiefly 
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of corn, would be spoiled long before the 
CMrders of the admiralty could be known ; 
aad then, if they should happen to release 
the vessel, the owners would look t4;> the 
captain for damages* Even the only pre- 
caution whicti could be taken against this 
danger, involved another danger not less to 
be apprehended : for if the captain should 
direct the cargo to be taken out, the freight 
paid for, and the vessel released, the agent 
employed might prove fraudulent and be* 
come bankrupt ; and in that case the captain 
became responsible. Such things had hap« 
pened : Nelson therefore required, as the 
only means for carrying on that service 
which was judged essential to the common 
cause, without exposing the ojQicers to ruin, 
that the British envoy should appoint agents 
to pay the freight, release the vessels, sell 
the cargo, and hold the amount till process 
was had upon it : government thus securing 
its officers. " I am acting," said Nelson, 
" not only without the orders of my com- 
'^ mander-in«chief, but, in some measure, 
" contrary to him. However, I have not 
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<^ only the support of his majesty's minis* 
^^ ten J both at Turin and Genoa, but a con« 
^^ sciousiless that I am doing what is right 
^^ and proper for the service of our king and 
^^ country. Political courage, in an officer 
^^ abroad, is as highly necessary as military 
*^ courage." 

This quality, Mvhich is as much rarer than 
military courage, as it is more valuable, and 
■without which the soldier's bravery is o&en 
of tittle avail, Nelson possessed in an eminent 
degree* His representations were attended 
to as they deserved. Admiral Hotham com« 
mended him for what he had done ; and the 
attention of government was awakened to the 
injury which the cause of the allies conti* 
nually suffered frqm the frauds of neutral 
vessels. " What changes in my life of 
^' activity!" said this inde&tigable man. 
^^ Here I am ; having commenced a co« 
^' operation with an old Austrian general, 
^' almost fancying myself charging at the 
^' head of a troop of horse! — ^1 do not write 
^^ less than from ten to twenty letters ev«ry 
5^ day; which, with the Austria general 



]3g UFB OF NELSON. 1795 

'^ and aide-de^canips, and my own little 
^' sqoadion, ibllj emj^j my time. This I 
*^ like ;— 4u:liTe seryice, or none.*' It was 
Nelson's mind which supported his feeble 
body throogh these exertions. He was at 
this time almost blind, and wrote with very 
great pain. *^ Poor Agamenmon,*' he some- 
times said, ^^ was as nearly worn oat as her 
^^ captain ; and both mnst soon be laid np 

I " to repair." 

, When Nelson first saw General de Yins, 

he thought him an able man, who was will- 
ing to act with Tigoar. The general charged 
his inactivity upon the Piedmontese and 
Neapolitans, whom, he said, nothing could 
induce to act ; and he concerted a plan with 
Nelson, for embarking a part of the Austrian 
army, and landing it in the rear of the 
French. But the English commodore soon 
began to suspect that the Austrian general 
was little disposed to any active operations. 
In the hope of spurring him on, he wrote to 
him, telling him that he had surveyed the 
coast to the westward as far as Nice, and 
would undertake to embark 4 or 5000 men, 
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^ith their anns and a few days' provisions, 
on board the squadron, and land them 
'Within two miles of St* Remo, with their 
field-pieces. Respecting farther provisions 
for the Austrian army, he would provide 
€onvoys, that they should arrive in safety ; 
and if a re-embarkation should be found 
necessary, he would cover it with the squa- 
dron* The possession of St* Remo, as head- 
quarters for magazines of every kind, would 
enable the Austrian general to turn his army 
to the eastward or westward. The enemy 
at Oneglia would be cut off from provisions, 
and men could be landed ix} attack that 
place whenever it was judged necessary. 
St. Remo was the only place between Vado 
and Ville Franche where the squadron could 
lie in safety, and anchor in almost all winds. 
The bay was not as good as Vado for large 
ships ; but it liad a mole, which Vado had 
not, where all small vessels could lie, and 
load and unload their cargoes. This bay 
being in possession of the allies, Nice could 
be completely blockaded by sea. General 
de Yins affecting, in his reply, to consider 
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that Nelson's proposal had no other end than 
that of obtaining the bay of St. Remo as a 
station for the ships, told him, what he well 
knew, and had expressed before, that Yado 
Bay was a better anchorage : nevertheless, 
it Monsieur le Commandant Nelson was well 
assured that part of the fleet could winter 
there, there was no risk to which he would 
not expose himself with pleasure, for the 
sake of procuring a safe station for the ves- 
sels of his Britannic Majesty. Nelson soon 
assured the Austrian commander, that this 
was not the object of his memorial. He now 
began to suspect that both the Austrian court 
and their general had other ends in view 
than the cause of the allies. " This army," 
said he, ^^ is slow beyond all description; 
^^ and I begin to think that the Emperor is 
^^ anxious to touch another four millions 
*^ of English money. As for the German 
^^ generals, war is their trade, and peace is 
*^ ruin to them ; therefore we cannot expect 
^^ that they should have any wish to finish 
^' the war. The politics of courts are so 
" mean, that private people would be 
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^^ ashamed to act in the same way : all 
^^ is trick and finesse, to which the common 
^^ cause is sacrificed. The general wants 
^^ a loop-hole : it has for some time ap« 
^^ peared to me that he means to go no 
^^ fiirther than his present position, and 
^' to lay the miscarriage of the enterprise 
^' against Nice, which has always been 
** held out as the great object of his army, 
^* to the non-co-operation of the British 
" fleet, and of the Sardinians." 

To prevent this plea, Nelson again ad- 
dressed de Yins, requesting only to know the 
tkne, and the number of troops ready to em- 
bark; then he would, he said, despatch a 
ship to Admiral Hotham, requesting trans- 
ports, having no doubt of obtaining them, 
and trusting that the plan would be success- 
ful to its fullest extent. Nelson thought at 
the time, that if the whole fleet were ofiered 
him for transports, he would find some other 
excuse: and Mr. Drake, who was now 
appointed to reside at the Austrian head- 
quarters, entertained the same idea of the 
general's sincerity. It was not, however, 
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put SO clearly to the proof as it onght to 
have been. He replied, that as soon as 
Nelson could declare himself ready ^ith 
the vessels necessary for conveying lO^OOO 
men, -with their artillery and baggage, he 
would put the army in motion. But Nelson 
was not enabled to do this : Admiral Ho- 
tham, who was highly meritorious in leaving 
such a man so much at his own discretion, 
pursued a cautious system, iil-according 
with the bold and comprehensive views of 
Nelson, who continually regretted Lord 
Hood, saying, that the nation had suffered 
much by his resignation of the Mediter* 
ranean command. The plan which had 
been concerted, he said, would astonish 
the French, and perhaps the English. 

There was no unity in the views of the allied 
powers, no cordiality in their co-operation, 
no energy in their councils. The neutral 
powers assisted France more effectaally than 
the allies assisted each other. The Genoese 
ports were at this time filled with French 
privateers, which swarmed out every night, 
and covered the gulf; and French vessels 
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were allowed to tow out of the port of Genoa 
itself) board vessels which were coming in^ 
and then return into the mole. This was 
allowed without a remonstrance; while, 
though Nelson abstained most carefully 
from offering any offence to the Genoese 
territory or flag, complaints were so repeat- 
edly made against his squadron, that, he 
says, it seemed a trial who should be tired 
first; they of complaining, or he of answer* 
ing their complaints. But the question of 
Deutrality was soon at an end. An Austrian 
commissary was travelling from Genoa to« 
wards Yado ; it was known that he was to 
akep at Yoltri, and that he had ^e 10,000 
with him ; a booty which the French minis- 
ter in that city, and the captain of a French 
frigate in that port, considered as far more 
important than the word of honour of the 
one, the duties of the other, and the laws of 
neotrality. The boats of the frigate went 
out with some privateers, landed, robbed 
the commissary, and brought back the 
money to Genoa, The next day men were 
publicly enlisted in that city for the French 
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army : 700 men were embarked, with 7000 
stand of arms, on board the frigates and other 
vessels, who were to land between Yoltri 
and Savona : — ^there a detachment from the 
French army was to join them, and the 
Genoese peasantry were to be invited to in* 
surrection, — a measure for which every thing 
had been prepared. The night of the ISth 
was fixed for the sailing of this expedition : 
the Austrians called loudly for Nelson to 
prevent it ; and he, on the evening of the 
13th, arrived at Genoa. His presence 
checked the plan : the frigate, knowing her 
deserts, got within the merchant-ships, in 
the inner mole; and the Genoese govern* 
ment did not now even demand of Nelson 
respect to the neutral port, knowing that 
they had allowed, if not connived at, a 
flagrant breach of neutrality, and expecting 
the answer which he was prepared to return, 
that it was useless and impossible for him to 
respect it longer. 

But though this movement produced the 
immediate effect which was designed, it led 
to ill consequences, which Nelson foresaw, 
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but, for want of sufficient force, i¥as nnaUe 
to prevent. His squadron was too small for 
the service which it hadlo perform;'' He 
required two seventjr^fouir^, and eight or ten 
frigates and sloops ; but when he demanded 
ihb i^einforcement, Admiral Hotbam had left 
the command ; Sir Hyde Parker succeeded^ 
till the new commander .should arrive ; and 
be immediately reduced it almost to nothing, 
leaving him only one ^ frigate and: whrig). 
This wits a fatal error. While the Austria;^ 
and Sardinian troops, whethertfroii the im^ 
.b^ility or the treachery of their leaders, 
vemained inactive, the French were prepaiv 
in^ 'for ther invasion, of Italy. Not ma»y 
days before Neboniwas thus/ summoned to 
GthosL, hexiiai^ed a large convoy into Alaa- 
ftto.' l^welve' vessek be had for^nerly ctes- 
strtiyed in* that port-, though SOOft 'French 
itadps ^occupied the town i> tliMivfbrmer at- 
-tadc had made them talse newhieaaruvescif 
'defence; and there were noW^idKJve lOO'sail 
of victuallers^ .gun-boats, and shtpjsrof war. 
Nelson represented to the admintl how im- 
portant m was to destroy theses vesieb ; * and 
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offered, with his squadron of frigates, and 
the Culloden and Courageax, to lead him- 
self in the Agamemnon, and take or destroj 
the whole. The attempt was not permitted : 
bat it was Nelson's belief, that, if it had 
been made, it would have prevented the 
attack upon the Austrian army, which took 
place almost immediately afterwards. 

General de Vins demanded satisfaction of 
the Genoese government for the seizure of 
Jiis commissary ; and then, not waiting for 
their reply, took possession of some empty 
magazines of the French, and pushed his 
sentinels to the very gates of Genoa. Had 
he done so at first, he would have found the 
magazines full; but, timed as the measure 
was, and useless as it was to the cause of the 
allies, it was in character with the whole of 
the Austrian general's conduct : and it it 
no small proof of the dexterity with which 
he served the enemy, that in such circum^ 
stances he could so act with Genoa, as to 
contrive to put himself in the wrong. 
Nelson was at this time, according to his 
own expressioD) placed in a clefi stick. 



1795 LIFE OF NELSON. 147 

Mr. Drake, the Austrian minister, and the 
Austrian general, all joined in requiring 
him not to leave Genoa : if he left that port 
unguarded, they said, not only the imperial 
troops at St. Pier d' Arena and Yoltri would 
be lost, but the French plan for taking post 
between Yoltri and Savona would certainly 
succeed : if the Austrians should be worsted 
in the advanced posts, the retreat by the 
Bocchetta would be cut off; and, if this 
happened, the loss of the army would be 
imputed to him, for having left Genoa. On 
the other hand, he knew, that if he were 
iiot at Pietra, the enemy's gun«boats would 
liarass the left flank of the Austrians, who, 
if they were defeated, as was to be expected, 
from the spirit of all their operations, would, 
very probably, lay their defeat to the want 
of assistance from the Agamemnon. Had 
the force for which Nelson applied been 
giTen him, he could have attended to both 
objects : and had he been permitted to attack 
Uie convoy in Alassio, he would have dis* 
oonoerted the plans of the French, in spite 
of tiie Austrian general. He bad foreseen 
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(he danger, and pointed out how it might 
be prevented ; but the means of preventing 
it weie withheld. The attack was made, as 
he foresaw ; and the gQh*boats1>rOught their 
fire to bear upon the Austrians. It so hap« 
pened, however, that the left flank, which 
was exposed to them, was the only part of the 
army that behaved well ; this division stood 
its ground till the centre and the right wing 
fled, and then retreated in a soldierlike man* 
ner. General de Yins gave up the com* 
mand in the middle of the battle, pleading 
ill heatth. ** From that moment,'* says 
Nelson, ^^ not a soldier staid at his post :— * 
^' it was the devil take the hindmost. Many 
^ thousands ran away who had never seen 
^^ the enemy; some of them thirty miles 
^^ from the advanced posts. Had I not, 
*^ though, I own, against my inclination, 
^* been kept at Genoa, from 8 to 10,000 
^' men would have been taken prisoners, 
^^ and, amongst the number. General de 
^< Vins himself: but, by this means, the 
'^ pass of the Bocchetta was kept open. 
<< The purser of the ship, who was at Vad0| 
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^ ran Vfiih the .Aastriaos eighteen miles 
^^ without stopping ; the men without arms, 
<^ officers.withotitsQldieite) women without 
^' assistance. The oldest officer, say. they, 
^^. never heard of 'so conjpfete a defeat, 
^' and certainly without any reason. Thus 
^^ has (ended my ^^Ampajgn.-^We have 
.^* established the French republic ; which, 
." but for us,. I verily believe, would never 
^^ have been settled by such a volatile, 
^^ changeable people. I hate a French- 
^' man : they are equally objects of my 
^^ detestation, whether royalists or repub- 
^^ licans i in some poUts, I believe the lat- 
:^^ ter are.lhe bisst/' Nelson had a lieute- 
nant and two midshipman taken at Vado.: 
they told him, in their letter, that few of 
the French soldiers were more than three or 
four and twenty years old, a great many not 
more than fourteen, and all were nearly 
naked : they were sure, they said, his 
barge's crew could have beat a hundred 
of them ; and that, had he himself seen 
them, he would not have thought, if the 
world had been covered with such people^ 
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that they coald baye beaten the Austrian 
army. 

The defeat of Genend de Vins gave the 
enemy possession of the Genoese coast from 
Sayona to Yoltri; and it deprived the Aus« 
trians of their direct communication with the 
English fleet. The Agamemnon, therefore, 
could no longer be useful on this station, 
and Nelson sailed for L^hom to refit; 
When his ship went into dock, there was 
not a mast, yard, sail, or any part of the 
rigging, but what stood in need of repair, 
having been cut to pieces with shot. The 
hull was so damaged, that it had for some 
time been secured by having cables served 
or thrapped round. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



CONTENTS. 

Sir J. Jervis takes the command. — Genoa joins the 
French. — Buonaparte begins liis career. — Evacuation 
of Corsica. — ^Nelson hoists his broad pendant in the 
Minerre. — AcMon with tbis Sabina. — Battle of Cape 
St. Vincent. — Nelson commands the innei* squadron 
at tiie blockade of Cadiz. — Boat action in the Bay of 
Cadiz. — Expedition against TenerilSe. — Nelson loses 
an arm. — His sufferings in England, and recovery. 

Sir John Jeryis had now arrived to take 
the command of the Mediterranean fleet. 
The Agamemnon having, as her captain said^ 
been made as fit for sea as a rotten ship 
eould be, Nelson sailed from Leghorn, and 
joined the admiral in Fiorenzo Bay. ^^ I 
^^ found him," said he, ^^ anxious to know 
^^ many things, which I was a good deal 
^^ surprised to find had not been communi- 
^^ cated to him by others in the fleet ; and 
^^ it would appear that he was so well satis- 
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" fied with my opinion of what is likely to 
'' happen, and the means of prevention to 
^^ be taken, thdt he had no reserve with me 
^^ respecting his information, and ideas of 
*^ what is likely to be done." The manner 
in which Nelson was received, is said to 
have excited some envy. One captain obr 
served to him : .^^ You did just as you 
^^ pleased in Lord Hood^s time, the same 
'^ in Admiral Hotham^s, and now again 
^' with Sir John Jervis : it makes qo dif- 
M fejrence to you who is conunander-in« 
^^ €hief.'' A' higher compliment could not 
have been paid to any commander-in-chief, 
ttian to say of hun^ that be understood the 
inerits of Nelsi(>n, -end left? him, as far as 
|)ossibl^, ta actupon rhb.own judgement. 

: Sir John : Jervis offered . him the SU 
jGeorge, 90, or the Zealous, 74, and adced 
if he should have any objection to serve 
iinder him with his flag. He leplied, that 
if the Agamemnon were ordered home, and 
his, flag were . not arrived^ he should, on 
many accounts^ wish to return to England : 
^tiU, if the war continued^ he should be 
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very proud of hoisting his flag under Sir 
John^s command. ^^ We cannot spare you," 
said Sir John, ^^ either as captain or admi- 
^^ raL" Accordingly, he resumed his dtatioa 
in the Gulf of Genoa. The French had not 
followed up their successes in that quarter 
"with their usual celerity. Scherer, ivho 
commanded there, was one of the few French 
generals, during the revolution, who owed 
their adrancement to other causes than 
merit : he was a favourite of the directory ; 
but, for the present, through the influence 
of Barras, he was removed from a command 
for which his incapacity was afterwards 
clearly proved, and Buonaparte was ap» 
pointed to succeed him. Buonaparte had 
given indications of his military talents at 
Toulon, and of his remorseless nature at 
Paris; but the extent either of his ability 
or his wickedness, was at this time known 
to none; and perhaps not even suspected 
by himself. 

Nelson supposed, from the information 
which he had obtained, that one colnmn of the 
French army would take possession of Port 
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Especia ; either penetrating through the Ge- 
noese territory, or proceeding coastways in 
light vessels ; our ships of var not being 
able to approach the coast, because of the 
shallowness of the water. To prevent this, 
he said, two things were necessary; the 
possession of Yado Bay, and the taking of 
Port Especia : If either of these points were 
secured, Italy would be safe from any at* 
tack of the French by sea. General Beau- 
lieu, who had now superseded de Vins in 
the command of the allied Austrian and Sar- 
dinian army, sent his nephew and aide*de- 
camp to communicate with Nelson, and 
inquire whether he could anchor in any 
other place than Yado Bay. Nelson re- 
plied, that Yado was the only place where 
the British fleet could lie in safety; but 
all places would suit his squadron ; and 
wherever the general came down to the 
sea-coast, there he should find it* The 
Austrian repeatedly asked, if there was not 
a risk of losing the squadron ? and was con- 
stantly answered, that if these ships should 
be lost, the admiral would find others. 
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But all plans of co-operation with the Aus- 
trians were soon frustrated by the battle of 
Montenotte. Beaulieu ordered an attack to 
be made upon the post of Voltri : — it was 
made twelve hours before the time which 
iie had fixed, and before he arrived to 
direct it. In consequence, the French were 
enabled to effect their retreat, and fall back 
to Montenotte ; thus giving the troops there 
a decisive superiority in number over the 
division which attacked them. This drew 
on the defeat of the Austrians. Buonaparte^ 
with a celerity which had never before been 
witnessed in modern war, pursued his ad- 
vantages ; and, in the course of a fortnight^ 
dictated to the court of Turin terms of peace^ 
or rather of submission ; by which all the 
strongest places of Piedmont were put into 
his hands. 

* On one occasion, and only on one. Nelson 
was able to impede the progress of this new 
conqueror. Six vessels, laden with cannon 
and ordnance-stores for the siege of Mantua, 
•ailed from Toulon for St. Pier d' Arena. 
Awisted by Captain Cockbum, in the Me- 
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leager, he <koye them under a battery, . pur- 
sued them, silenced the batteries, and xap* 
tured the whole. Military bQoks^.plans, 
and maps of Italy, with the different points 
marked upon them where former battles 
had been fought, sent by the directory for 
Buonaparte's use, were found in the coavoy. 
The loss of this artiUery was one of. the 
chief causes which compelled the French to 
raise the siege of Mantua : but there was too 
liftuch;.treachery, and too much imbecility, 
Jioth in the councils and armies of the allied 
powers, for Austria to improve, this .mo- 
mentary : success*. Buonaparte perceived 
^faat the conquest of all Italy, was within his 
reach : treaties, and the rights of neutral or 
of friendly powers, were as little regarded 
by him, as by the government for which he 
acted : in open contempt of both, he, en* 
tered Tuscany, and took possession of Leg- 
born. In > consequence of this movement, 
Kelson blockaded that port, and landed a 
British force in the Isle of Elba, to secure 
Porto Ferrajo. Soon afterwards hq.took 
Ihe island of Capraja, which ii^d fojrmerly 
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belonged to Corsica, being less than forty 
miles distant from it: a distance, however, 
short as it was, which enabled the Genoese to 
retain it, after their infamous sale of Corsica 
to France. Genoa had now taken part urith 
France: its goyemment had long covertly 
assisted the French, and now willingly 
yielded to the first compulsory menace which 
required them to exelude the English frmn 
their ports. Capraja was seized, in con- 
sequence : but this act of vigour was not 
followed up as it ought to have been. Eng^ 
land at that time depended too much upon 
the irotten govemiiients of the continent, and 
too little upon itself. It was determined by 
the Brftiih cabinet to evacuate Corsica, a£B 
soon as Spain should form an offensive alli« 
anfee with Frifmce. This eventj which, from 
thi^ moment that Spain had been compelled 
io make peace, was clearly foreseen, had 
ne0¥r taken place ; and orders for the evacua- 
•iidn of the island were immediately sent out. 
It was impolitic to annex this island to the 
British dominions ; but, having done so, it 
was disgraceful thus io abandon it. The dis« 
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grace would have been spared, and everjr 
advantage which could have been derived 
from the possession of the island secured^ if 
the people had at first been left to form a 
government for themselves, and protected bj 
us in the enjoyment of their independence. 

The viceroy, Sir Gilbert Elliot, deeply 
felt the impolicy and ignominy of this eva- 
cuation. The fleet also was ordered to leave 
4he Mediterranean. This resolution was so 
contrary to the last instructions which had 
been received, that Nelson exclaimed: — 
^^ Do hb Majesty^s ministers know their 
*^ own minds? They at home," said he, 
^^ do not know what this fleet is capable 
" of performing — any thing and every 
^^ thing. Much as I shall rejoice to see 
^^ England, I lament our present orders 
^^ in sackcloth and ashes, so dishonourable 
^' to the dignity of England, whose fleets 
^^ are equal to meet the world in arms : and 
.*^ of all the fleets I ever saw, I never be- 
^^ held one, in point of officers and men, 
^^ equal to Sir John Jer vis's, who is a 
'^ commander^'in-chief able to lead them to 
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" glory." Sir Gilbert Elliot believed that 
the great body of the Corsicans were per- 
fectly satisfied, as they had good reason to 
be, with the British government, sensible of 
its advantages, and attached to it. However 
this may have been, when they found that 
the English intended to evacuate the island, 
they naturally and necessarily sent to make 
their peace with the French. The parli« 
sans of France found none .to oppose them. 
A committee of thirty took upon them 
the government of Bastia, and sequestered 
all the British property : armed Corsicans 
mounted guard at every place, and a plan 
was laid for seizing the viceroy. Nelson, 
who was appointed to superintend the eva- 
cuation, frustrated these projects. At a 
time when every one else despaired of 
saving stores, cannon, provisions, or pro- 
perty of any kind, and a privateer was 
jnoored across the mole-head to prevent all 
lioats from passing, he sent word to the 
committee, that if the slightest opposition 
•were made to the embarkment and removal 
of British property, he would batter the 
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town down. The privateer pointed het 
guns at the officer who carried this message, 
and muskets were levelled against his boatis 
from the mole-head. Upon this, Capt. Sut«* 
ton, of the Egmont, pulling out his watch, 
gave them a quarter of an hour to deli« 
berate upon their answer. In five minutes 
after the expiration of that time, the ships, 
he said, would open their fire. Upon this 
the very sentinels scampered off, and every 
vessel came out of the mole. A ship-owner 
complained to the. commodore, that the mu* 
nicipality refused to let him take his goods 
out of the custom-house. Nelson directed 
bim to say, that unless they were instantly 
delivered, he would open his fire. The coin^ 
mittee turned pale ; and, without answering 
a word, gave bim the keys« Their last 
attempt was to levy a duty upon the things 
that were re-embarked. He sent them word, 
that he would pay them a disagreeable visit, 
if there were any more complaints. The 
committee then finding that they had to 
deal with a man who knew his own power, 
and was determined to make the British 
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name respected, desisted from the insolent 
eonduct ivbich they had assumed: and it 
Was acknowledged, that Bastia never had 
been so quiet and orderly since the English 
were in possession of it. This was on the 
14th of October : during the five following 
days the work of embarkation was carried 
on, the private property was saved, and 
public stores to the amount of «£ 200,000. 
The French, favoured by the Spanish fleet^ 
which was at that time within twelve leagues 
df Bastia, ipushed over troops from Leghorn, 
who landed near Cape Corse on the 18th, 
and^ on the 20th, at one in the morning, 
entered the citadel, an hour only after the- 
British had spiked the guns and evacuated 
it. . Nelson embarked at day-break, being' 
the last person who left the shore ; having 
thus, as he said, seen the first and the last of 
Corsica. Provoked at the conduct of the 
municipality, and the disposition which the 
populace had shown to profit by the con- 
fasionr, he turned toward the shore, as he 
stepped into his boat, and exclaimed : 
" Now, John Corscj follow the natural bent 
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a descendant of the Duke of Berwick. After 
an action of three hours, during which the 
Spaniards lost 164 men, the Sabina struck. 
The Spanish captain, who was the only 
suryiying officer, had hardly been conveyed 
on board the Minerve, when another enemy's 
frigate came up, compelled her to cast off 
the prize, and brought her a second time to 
action. After half an hour's trial of strength, 
this new antagonist wore and hauled off^ 
but a Spanish squadron of two ships of the 
line and two frigates came in sight. The 
Blanche, from which the Ceres had got off, 
was far to windward, and the Minerva 
escaped only by the anxiety of the enemy 
to recover their own ship. As soon as Nel- 
son reached Porto Ferrajo, he sent his pri^ 
soner in a flag of truce to Carthagena, having 
returned him his sword ; this he did in ho- 
nour of the gallantry which D. Jacobo ha^ 
displayed, and not without some feeling of 
respect for his ancestry. '^ I felt it," said he, 
^^ conscmant to the dignity of my country, 
" and I always act as I feel right, without 
^ r^rd to custom : he was reputed the best 
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^< officer in Spain, and his men were worthy 
^^ of such a commander." Bj the same flag 
of truce he sent back all the Spanish pri- 
soners at Porto Ferrajo; in exchange fpr 
whom, he received his own men who had 
been taken in the prize. 

General de Burgh, who commanded at 
the Isle of Elba, did not think himself 
authorized to abandon the place, till he had 
received specific instructions from England 
to that effect ; professing that he was unable 
to decide between the contradictory orders 
of government, or to guess at what their pre- 
sent intentions might be : but he said, his 
only motive for urging delay in this measure 
arose from a desire that his own conduct 
might be properly sanctioned, not from any 
opinion that Porto Ferrajo ought to be re- 
tained. But Naples having made peace, 
Sir J. Jervis considered his business with 
Italy as concluded ; and the protection of 
Portugal was the point to which he was 
now instructed to attend. Nelson, therefore, 
whose orders were perfectly clear and ex- 
plicit, withdrew the whole naval establish^ 
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ment from that station, leaving the trans- 
ports victualled, and so arranged, that all 
the troops and stores could be embarked in 
three days. He was now about to leave the 
Mediterranean. Mr. Drake, who had been 
our minister at Genoa, expressed to him, on 
this ck^casion, the very high opinion which 
the allies entertained of his conspicuous 
mierit ; adding, that it was impossible for 
any one, who had the honour of co-operating 
with hira, not to admire the activity, talents, 
and zeal, which he had so eminently and con« 
^ntly displayed. In fact, during this long 
course of services in the Mediterranean, the 
whole of his conduct had exhibited the same' 
zeal, the same indefatigable energy, the 
same intuitive judgement, the same prompt 
and unerring decision, which characterized 
his after-career of glory. His name was as 
yet hardly known to the English public ; 
but it was feared and respected throughout 
Italy. A letter came to him, directed 
"Horatio Nelson, Genoa :" and the writer, 
when he was asked how he could direct it so 
vaguely, replied, " Sir, there is but one^ 
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<^ Horatio Nelson in the world." At Ge* 
noa, in'particalari where he had so long beea 
stationed, and where the nature of his duty 
first led him to continual disputes with the 
government, ^nd afterwards compelled him 
to stop the trade of the port, he was 
equally respected by the doge and by the 
people : for, while he maintained the righto 
and interests of Great Britain with becom* 
ing firmness, he tempered the exercise of 
power with courtesy and humanity, wher- 
ever, duty would permit, ^^ Had all my 
^^ actions," said he, writing at this time to 
his wife, ^^ been gazetted, not one fortnight 
^^ would have passed, during the whde 
'^ war, without a letter from me. One day 
'^ or other I will have a long gazette to my<* 
^^ self. I feel that such an opportunity will 
^^ be given me, I cannot, if am in the field 
^^ of glory, be kept out of sight: wherever 
<.< there is any thing to be done, there Pro«- 
*^ vidence is sure to direct my steps." 

These hopes and anticipations were soon 
to be fulfilled. Nelson's mind had long 
been irritated and depressed by the fear that 
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a general action wonld take place before he 
conid join the 4eet. At length he sailed 
fiom Porto Fenrajo with a convoy for Gib* 
laUar ; and haying reached that place, pio» 
oeeded to the westward in search of the 
admiral. Off the month of the Straits he fell 
in with the Spanish fleet ; and on the ISth of 
Fdbmary) reaching the station off Gape St. 
Yincent's, communicated this intelligence to 
John Jeryis. He was now directed to 
his broad pendant on board the Cap- 
lain, 74, Captain R. W. Miller; and, be- 
fore snnset, the signal was made to prepare 
lor action, and to keep, during the night, in 
close <»der. At daj-break the enemy were 
in sight. The British force consisted of two 
diips of 100 guns, two of 98, two of 90, 
eight of 74, and one 64; fifteen of the line 
in all; with four frigates, a sloop, and a 
cutter. The Spaniards had one four-decker, 
of 136 guns; six three-deckers, of 112; 
two 84's ; eighteen 74's ; in all, twentj-seren 
diips of the line, with ten firigates and a brig. 
Their admiral, D. Joseph de, Cordova, had 
learnt firom an American, on the fiflh^ that 



J6g LIFE OF NELSON; 1797 

the English had only nine ships, which was 
indeed the case when his informer had seen 
them ; for a reinforcement of five ships from 
England, under Admiral Parker, had not 
then joined, and the CuUoden had parted 
company. Upon this information, the Spanish 
commander, instead of going into Cadiz, as 
was his intention when he sailed from. Car- 
thagena, determined to seek an enemy so 
inferior in force ; and relying, with fatal 
confidence, upon the American account, he 
suffered his ships to remain too far disr 
persed, and in some disorder. When the 
morning of the 14th broke, and discovered 
the English fleet, a fog for some time con^ 
cealed their number. The look-out ship of 
the Spaniards fancying that her signal was 
disregarded, because so little notice seemed 
to be taken of it, made another signal, that 
the English force consisted of forty sail of the 
line. The captain afterwards said, he did 
this to rouse the admiral : it had the effect 
of perplexing him, and alarming the whole 
fleet. The absurdity of such an act show& 
what was the state of the Spanbh navy 
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^nder that miserable government hy which. 
Spain was so long oppressed and degraded, 
and finally betrayed. In reality, the gene- 
lal incapacity of the naval officers was so 
well known, that in a pasquinade, which 
about this time appeared at Madrid, where* 
in the different orders of the state were 
advertised for sale, the greater part of the 
8ea*officers, with all their equipments, were 
offered as a gift; and it was added, that 
finy person who would please to take themy 
should receive a handsome gratuity, 
. Before the enemy could form a regular 
order of battle. Sir J. Jervis, by carrying a 
press of sail, came up with them, passed 
through their fleet, then tacked, and thus cut 
off nine of their ships from the main body. 
These ships attempted to form on the lar- 
board tack, either with a design of passing 
through the British line, or to leeward of it, 
and thus rejoining their friends. Only one of 
diem succeeded in this attempt ; and that only 
because she was so covered with smoke, that 
Jher intention was not discovered till she had 
reached the rear : the others were so warmly 
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received, that thej pnt about, took to flight, 
and did not appear again in the action till 
its close. The admiral was now able to 
direct his attention to the' enemy's main 
body, which was still, superior in number to 
his whole fleet, and more so in weight of 
metal. He made signal to tack in succes* 
fiion. Nelson, whose station was in the rear 
of the British line, perceived that the Spa« 
ntards were bearing upHbefore the wind, with 
an intention of forming their line, going 
large, and joining their separated ships ; or 
else, of getting off without an engagement. 
To prevent either of these schemes, he difi« 
obeyed the signal without a moment's besi* 
tation, and ordered his ship to be wore; 
This at once brought him into action wiUi 
the Santissima Trinidad, 1S6, the San Jo- 
seph, 112, the Salvador del Mundo, 119, 
the St. Nicolas, 80, the San Isidro, 74, 
another 74, and another first rate. Trow« 
bridge, in the CuUoden, immediately joined, 
and most nobly supported him ; and for 
nearly an hour did the CuUoden and Cap- 
tain maintain what Nelson called ^^ this ap- 
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^f parently , but not really, unequal contest ; '* 
— Mich was the advantage of skill and disci- 
pline, and the confidence lyhicfa brave men 
derive from them. The Blenheim then 
passing between them and the enemy, gave 
them a respite, and poured in her fire upon 
the Spaniards. The Salvador del Mundo 
and S. Isidro dropped astern, and were 
fired into, in a masterly style, by the Ex- 
cellent, Captain Collingwood. The S. Isidro 
otruck; and Nelson thought that the Sal- 
yador struck also: ^^ But Collingwood," 
says he, ^^ disdaining the parade of taking 
^^ possession of beaten enemies, most gal- 
^/ lantly pushed up, with every sail set, to 
^^ save his old friend and messmate, who 
^^ was, to appearance, in a critical situa* 
'/ tion;" for the Captain was at this time 
actually fired upon by three first-rates, by 
the S. Nicolas, and by a 74, within about 
pistol-shot of that vessel. The Blenheim 
was a-head, the CuUoden crippled and 
a*>8tern. Collingwood ranged up, and haul- 
ing up his mainsail just a-stern, passed 
witbia ten feet of the S. Nicolas, giving her 
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a most tremendons fire, then passed on for 
the Santissima Trinidad. The S. Nicolas 
luffing up, the S. Joseph fell on board her, 
and Nelson resumed his^ station a-breast of 
them, and close along-side. The Captain 
"was now incapable of farther service, either 
in the line or in chase: she had lost her 
fore-iop«mast ; not a sail, shroud, or rope, 
was left, and her wheel was shot away* 
Nelson, therefore, directed Captain Miller 
to put the helm a-starboard, and, calling 
for the boarders, ordered them to board. 

Captain Berry, who had lately been Nel« 
son's first lieutenant, was the first man who 
leaped into the enemy's mizen chains. Mil- 
ler, when in the very act of going, was 
ordered by Nelson to remain. Berry was 
supported from the sprit-sail-yard, which 
locked in the S. Nicolas's main rigging. A 
soldier of the 69th broke the upper quarter* 
gallery window, and jumped in, followed by 
the commodore himself, and by others as 
fast as possible. The cabin doors were 
fiistened, and the Spanish officers fired their 
pistols at them through the window : the 
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doors were soon forced, and the Spanish 
brigadier fell while retreating to the quarter- 
deck. Nelson pushed on, and found Berry 
in possession of the poop, and the Spanish 
ensign hauling down. He passed on to the 
forecastle, where he.met two or three Spanish 
officers, and received their swords. The 
English were now in full possession of every 
part of the ship; and a fire of pistols and 
musquetry opened upon them from the admi- 
ral's stern gallery of the San Joseph. Nel- 
son having placed sentinels at the difierent 
ladders, and ordered Captain Miller to send 
more men into the prize, gave orders for 
boarding that ship from the San Kicolas. 
It was done in an instant, he himself leading 
dhe way, and exclaiming — " Westminster 
i" Abbey, or victory ! " Berry assisted him 
into the main-chains ; and at that moment a 
Spanish officer looked over tlie quarter-deck- 
rail, and said they surrendered. It was not 
long before he was on the quarter-deck^ 
where the Spanish captain presented to him 
^bis sword, and told him the admiral was 
below, dying of his wounds. There, on the 
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quarter-deck of an enemy's first-rate, he 
received the swords of the officers; giving 
them, as they were delivered, one by one, 
to William Feamey, one of his old Aga- 
memnon's, who, with the ntniost coolness, 
pnt them nnder his arm. One of his sailors 
came np, and, with an Englishman's feel- 
ing, took him by the hand, saying, he 
might not soon have snch another place 
to do it in, and he was heartily glad to 
see him there. Twenty-four of the Cap- 
tain's men were killed, and fifty-six wound- 
ed; a fourth part of the loss sustained by the 
whole squadron falling upon this ship. Nel- 
son received only a few bruises. 

The Spaniards had still eighteen or nine- 
teen ships, which had suffered little or no 
injury : that pourt of (he fleet which had been 
separate from the main body in the morn- 
ing, was now coming up, and Sir John 
Jervis made signal to bring to. His ships 
could not have fi>rmed without abandoning 
those which they had captured, and running 
to leeward : the Captain was lyuig a perfect 
week on board her two prizes ; and many 
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of the other vessels were so shattered in th^ 
masts and riggmg, as to be wholly unma* 
nageable. The Spanish admiral meantime, 
according to his official accomit, being 
altogether undecided in his own opinion 
respecting the state of the fleet, inquired of 
his captains whether it was proper to renew 
the action : nine of them answered expli* 
citly, that it was not ; others replied, that 
it was expedient to delay the business. The 
Pelayo, and the Principe Conquistador, were 
the only ships that were for fighting. 

As soon as the action was discontinued. 
Nelson went on board the admiral's ship* 
Sir John Jervis received him on the quarter- 
deck, took him in his arms, and said he 
could not sufficiently thank him. For this 
victory the commander-in-chief was reward- 
ed with the title of Earl St. Vincent*. Nel- 



* in tbe official letter of Sir John Jervis, Nelson was 
not mentioned. It is said, that the admiral had seen an 
instance of the ill consequence of snch selections, after 
Lord Howe's victory ; and, therefore, wonld not name 
any individual, thinking it proper to speak to the pablie 
oioty in terras of general approbation. His jirirate letter 
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'son, wbo, before the action was known in 
England, had been advanced to the tank of 

1» tiK lint kwd flf tbc adaifaltyy was, -with bb consent 
pdUislwd, for the £nt time, in a life. of NeisoDi by 
Mr. Harrison. Here it is said, that ^ Commodore Nd- 
** SOD, wbo was in the rear, on the starboard tack, took 
" tiK lead on tiK larboard, and contribated very mnch 
«< to the fortane of the day." It is abo aid, that he 
boarded the two Spaniah ships soccesnyely: bnt tiic 
fiict, fliat Nebon wore without orders, and thus pUuiiied 
as weU as accomplished the victory, U not explicitly 
stated. Perhaps it was thongfat proper to pass over this 
part of hb conduct in silence, as a splendid iaolt : bnt 
soch an example b not dangerous. The author of the 
work in which thb letter was first made public, pro- 
tests against those ovcr-zealons friends, ** who would 
^ make the action rather appear as Nelson*s battle, 
^* than that of tiie illustrious commauder-io-chief, who 
^' derives from it so deservedly hb title. No man,'* 
he says, '' ever less needed, or less desired, to strip' % 
" single leaf from the honoured wreath of any other 
'' hero, with the vain hope of augmenting his own, 
*' than the immortal Nebon : no man ever more me. 
*^ rited the whole of that which a generous nation 
'< unanimously presented to Sir J. Jervb, than the Earl 
** of St. Vincent"— Certainly Eari St. Vincent well dc- 
served the reward which he received ; but it b not 
detracting from his merit to say, that Nelson is fuUy 
enlifled to as much fame from, this action as the com* 
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rear-admiral, had the Order of the Bath 
given him. The sword of the Spanish rear- 
admiral, which Sir John Jervis insisted 
upon his keeping, he presented to the 
mayor and corporation of Norwich, saying, 
that he knew no place where it could give 
him or his family more pleasure to have it 
If^pt, than in the capital city of the county 
"where he was born. The freedom of that 
city was voted him on this occasion. But 
of all the numerous congratulations which he 
received, none could have affected him with 

miander-iu-chief : not because the brunt of the action 
fell upon him ; not because he was engaged with all the 
foar ships which were taken, and took two of them, it 
may almost be said, with his own hand ; but because 
the decisive movement, which enabled him to. perform 
all this, and by which the action became a victory, was 
executed in neglect of orders, upon his owi^ judgement, 
and at his peril. Earl St. Vincent deserved his earl- 
doMi: but it is not to the honour of those, by whom 
titles were distributed in those days, that Nelsqn never 
obtained tlie rank of earl for cither of those victories 
which he lived to enjoy, though the one was the most 
complete and gloiious in the annals of naval history, and 
Uie other the most important in its consequences of any 
which wtB mbieved during the whole war. 

N 
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deeper ddight than thai which came from 
Teooable fiOher. ^< I thank my God/' 
aaid this cxodlent man, '^ with all the 
^' power of a giatefbl sool, for the mercies 
'' he has most gracioosly bestowed on me 
^' in {HTesenring you. Not only my few 
^^ acquaintance harcy but the people in 
^' general, met me at eyery comer with 
<< such handsome words, that I was obliged 
^^ to retire from the public eye. The 
^^ height of glory to which your profes- 
'^ sional judgement, united with a proper de- 
" gree of bravery, guarded by Providence, 
'^ has raised you, few sons, my dear child, 
'^ attain to, and fewer fathers live to see. 
^^ Tears of joy have involuntarily trickled 
^^ down my furrowed cheeks : Who could 
'^ stand the force of such general congrata- 
^^ lation ? The name and services of Nelson 
^^ havesoundedthroughotttthiscity of Bath 
^^ -—from the common ballad singer to the 
•* public theatre." The good old man con- 
cluded by telling him, that the field of glory, 
in which he had so long been conspicuous, 
was still open, and by giving him his blessing. 
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Sir Horatio, who had now hoisted his flag 
fui rear-admiral of the blae, was sent to 
bring awaj the troops from Porto Ferrajo • 
haying performed this, he shifted his flag to 
the Theseus. That ship had taken part in 
the mutiny in England, and being just 
aniyed from home, some danger was ap- 
prehended from the temper of the men. 
This was one reason why Nelson was re« 
moyed to her. He had not been on board 
many weeks before a paper, signed in the 
name of all the ship's company, was drop- 
ped on the quarter-deck, containing these 
'words t ^^ Success attend Admiral Nelson ! 
God bless Captain Miller! We thank 
them for the officers they hare placed 
over us. We are happy and comfort- 
able ; and will shed every drop of blood 
in our veins to support them; — and the 
name of the Theseus shall be immor* 
talized as high as her captain's." Wher- 
ever Nelson commanded, the men soon be- 
came attached to him ; — in ten days' time 
he would have restored the most mutinous 
^hip in the navy to order. Whenever an 
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officer fails to win the affections of those who 
are under his command , he may be 'assured 
that the fault is chiefly in himself. 

While Sir Horatio was in the Theseus, be 

was employed in the command of the inner 

squadron at the blockade of Cadiz. Dur- 

ing this service, the most perilons actioii 

occurred in which he was ever engaged.' 

Maiking a night attack upon the Spanish 

gun^boats, his barge was attmcked by aa 

armed launch, under their commander, 

D. Miguri Xregoyen, carrying 26 men. 

Nelson had with him only his ten baige- 

men, Capcsun Freenuuide^ and his onxswaia, 

John Sykes^ an old and friihful fiiUower, 

who twice saTed the life of his admiral, fay 

partying the blows that were aimed at him, 

and> at Ust, actually inletpoBied his owa 

head U> recif ive the biaw of a Spnnish sabre, 

which he cottid nM br ut other ncam 

avvft;^ — chiK dearly was Nefcioa befeved. 

Thi» wa» a des^petafie service — hand to hand 

with swimk : aai N^flmi always cunUeflcd 

iMi hi» peoomi cuoct^ ik» onore c«»- 

^VmiMft^ ga thft» vKXifeiim chaa oa aay other 
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during his whole life. Notwithstanding the 
great disproportion of numbers, eighteen of 
the enemy were killed, all the rest wounded, 
and their launch taken. Nelson would have 
asked for a lieutenancy for Sykes, if he had 
served long enough : his manner and con- 
duct, he observed, were so entirely above 
his situation, that Nature certainly intended 
him for a gentleman : but tiiough he re- 
covered from the dangerous wound which 
ha received in this act of heroic attachment, 
he did not live to profit by the gratitude and 
friendship of his commander. 

Twelve days after this rencontre, Nelson 
sailed at the head of an expedition against 
Tenerifie. A report had prevailed a few 
months before, that the viceroy of Mexico, 
with the treasure-ships, had put into that 
ishind. This had led Nelson to meditate 
the plan of an attack upon it, which he 
communicated to Earl St. Vincent. He 
was perfectly aware of the difficulties of the 
attempt. ^' I do not," said he, ^^ reckon 
*f myself equal to Blake ; but, if I recollect 
^^ right, he was more obliged to the wind 



Ig2 LIFE OF NELSON. . 179r 

*^ coming off the land, than to any exertions . 
*^ of his own. The approach by sea to the 
^^ anchoring fdace is under yery high land, 
^^ passing throe Tallies; therefore the wind 
^^ is either in from the sea^ or squally with 
^^ calms firom the mountains :*' and he per- 
ceived, that if the Spanish ships were woo, 
the object would still be frustrated if the 
wind did not come off shore. The land 
force, he thought, would render success ceiVi 
tain ; and there were the troops from Elba^ 
with all necessary stores and artillery, already 
embarked. ^^ But Jiere," said he, ^^ sot 
^^ diers must be consulted; and I know, 
^< from experience, they haye not the same 
<< boldness in undertaking a political mea- 
^^ sure that we have : we look to the ben^t 
^' of our country, and risk our own fame 
*^ every day to serve her ; — a sddier obeys 
^^ his orders, and no more." Nelson's ex^ 
perience at Corsica justified him in this 
harsh opinion ;— ^he did not live to see the 
glorious days of the British army under 
Wellington. The army from Elba, con« 
sisting of 3700 men, would do the busi- 
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ly he said, in three days, probably in 
Biuch less time ; and he would undertake^ 
with a very small squadron, to perform the 
naval part; for though the shore was not 
easy of access, the transports might run in 
and land the troops in one day. 

The report concerning the viceroy was 
unfounded ; but a homeward-bound Manilla 
ship pat into Santa Cruz at this time, and 
die expedition was determined upon. It 
was not fitted out upon the scale which 
Nelson had proposed. Four ships of the 
line, three frigates, and the Fox cutter, 
formed the squadron; and he was allowed 
to choose such ships and officers as he 
thought proper. No troops were enibarked ; 
the seamen and marines of the squadron 
being thought sufficient. His orders were, 
to make a vigorous attack ; but on no 
account to land in person, unless his pre- 
sence should be absolutely necessary. The 
plan was, that the boats should land in the 
night, belveen the fort on the N. £. side of 
Santa Cruz bay and the town, make them- 
selves masters of that fort, and then send $, 
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gammons to the govemor. By midnight^ the 
three frigates, haying the force oa board 
which was intended for this debarkatiiMiy 
approached within three miles of the place; 
but, owing to a strong gale of wind in the 
offing, and a strong current against them in- 
shore, they were not able to get within a 
mile of the landing place before day-break ; 
and then they were seen, and their intention 
discoyered. Trowlnridge and Bowen, with 
Captain Oldfield, of the marines, went upon 
this to consult with the admiral what was to 
be done; and it was resolved that they 
should attempt to get possession of the 
heights aboTe the fort. The frigates ac- 
cordingly landed their men ; and Nelson 
stood in with the line-of*battle ships, mean- 
ing to batter the fort, for the purpose of 
distracting the attention of the garrison. A 
calm and contrary currents hindered him 
from getting within a league of the shore ; 
and the heights were by this time so secured, 
and manned with such a force^^as to be 
judged impracticable. Thus foiled in his 
phbs by circumstances of wind and tide, he 
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lAill considered it a point of hohoar that 
some attempt sboiild be made. Tbis was 
on tbe S2d of July : be re-embarked bis 
men that nigbt, got the ships, on the 94th , 
to anchor about two miles north of the town, 
and made show as if he intended to attack 
the heights. At six in the evening, signal 
was made for the boats to prepare to pro^ 
ceed on service as previously ordered. 

When this was done, Nelson addressed a 
letter to the commander-in-chief — ^the last 
which was ever written with his right hand, 
" I shall liotj" said he, ** ctfter on the sub* 
" ject^ why we are not in possession of Santa 
^' Crtiz. Your partiality will give credit, 
^^ that all has hitherto been done which was 
^^- possible ; but without effect. This night 
^^ I, humble as I am, command the whole, 
^^ destined to land under the batteries of 
" the town ; and, to-morrow, my head will 
" probably be crowned either with laurel 
" or cypress. I have only to recommend 
*^ Josiah Nisbet to you and my country, 
" The Duke of Clarence, should I fall, 
" will, I am confident, take a lively intcftsf 
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^^ for my son«in*IaWy on his name being 
'^ mentioned/' Perfectly aware how des* 
perate a service this was likely to prove^ 
before he left tlie Theseus, he called Lieu- 
tenant Nisbet, who had the watch on deck, 
into the cabin, that he might assist in 
arrangiDg and burning his mother's letters. 
Perceiying that the young man was armed, 
he earnestly begged him to remain behind. 
^^ Should we both fall, Josiah," said he, 
^^ what would become of your poor mother! 
'^ The care of the Theseus fidk to you : 
^^ stay, therefinre, and take charge of her." 
Nisbet replied : ^^ Sir, the ship must take 
^^ care of herself; I will go with you to 
^^ night, if I nerer goagain." 

He met his captains at supper cm board 
the Seahorse, Captain Freemantle, whose 
wife, whom he had lately married in the 
Meditcrranenn, presided at table. At eleven 
o'clock, the boats, containing between 6 and 
700 men, with 180 on board the Fox cutter, 
and from 70 to 80 in a boat which had been 
taken the day before, proceeded in six divi- 
sions toward the town, conducted by all the 
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Captains of the squadron, except Freemantle 
and Bowen, who attended with Nelson to 
regulate and lead the way to the attack. 
They were to land on the mole, and thence 
hasten, as fast as possible, into the great 
square; then form, and proceed, as should 
be found expedient. They were not dis* 
covered till about half past one o^clock, 
when, being within half gun-shot of the 
landing place, Nelson directed the boats to 
cast off from each other, give a huzza, and 
push for the shore. But the Spaniards were 
excellently well prepared : the alarm-bells 
answered the huzisa, and a fire of thirty or 
Ibrty pieces of cannon, with musquetry from 
one end of the town to. the other, opened 
upon the invaders. Nothing, however, 
could check the intrepidity with which they 
advanced. The night was exceedmgly 
dark ; most of the boats missed the mole, 
and went on shore through a raging surf, 
which stove all to the left of it. The Ad- 
miral, Freemantle, Thompson, Bowen, and 
four or five other boats, found the mole: 
they stormed it instantly^ and carried it^ 
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Iboagk il ms defiudedy as iktty UDBgined, 
bjr Ibnr or fire kMndred men. Its guns, 
wkick w«re six-«id-lwnilj poondcfs, wane 
spiked ; but sack a hfmwj fire of masqneCfy 
aad jirtape was kepi ap finoan Ike citadel, and 
tke ko«s» al Ike kettd of Ike iwle, Ikal Ike 
assailanis could aol adruwe, aad aearij all 
of Ikeoi were kiUcd or Yoaadcd. 

la Ike act of stepping oal of tkr boat, 
Nekoa l ecri t e d a skol tkroasrk Ikr ligM 
elbov^ aad ieH; bat, a» ke iett, ke cai^t 
ike $Yord« wkick ke kad jast diava, ia kis 
left kaad» deienaiacd aerrr la part wilk it 
vkile ke livedo iur il kad b<toaetd to kis 
aarle^ Captain SacUii^ aad ke ^akwd it 
like a rrlic« Nidbet^ wko ane^ chee to kirn, 
pfaMMid bus at Ae boHoaa of tke boat, aiad 
bid kk kai iMrer tke ikufcud ana^ lest tke 
$iNEkt of ike blasd^ vkkk ewkcd o«t ia gtral 
aNtai.tisice» ikooM iacrease kis tbialfss. 
He ik<si exisstaed tke wnaad : aad takb^ 
;iiMae $tUi kaaJ b e t c fc sf fc fiooa kis accfc, 
biNusi ikean loaad tiakt abnnr tke lamsalcd 
TiKseb. H jd il aot keem 6r tkis: pKscBce of 
wad bfe kb<^ $iws»biw^ Neboa sHBrt kanr 
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perished. One of bis bargemen^ by name 
LoTe]) lose h\$ shirt into shreds, and made a 
sliflg iviih tfiem for the broken limb. They 
tfaea collected five other seamen, by whose 
assidance they siiccepded, at length, in get« 
ting the boat afloat; for it had grounded 
with tlie fiilling tide. Nisbet toojc one of th^ 
oars, and oidered the steersman to go close 
under tlie guns of the battery, that tbey^ 
might be safe from its tremendous fire<. 
Hearing his voice, Nekon roused himself, 
and desired to be lifted up in the boat, tiiat 
he might look about him. Nisbet raised 
him up ; but nothing could be seen, except 
the firing of the guns on shore, and what 
could be discerned by their flashes upon 
the stormy sea. In a few minutes, a general 
shriek was heard from the crew of the Fox, 
which had received a shot under water, and 
yvent down. Ninety-seven men were lost in 
her; eighty-three were saved, many by 
Nelson himself, whose exertions on this oc- 
casion greatly increased the pain and danger 
of his wound. The first ship which the boat 
CQuld reach, happened to be the Seahorse ; 



190 LIFE OP NELSOK. i79f 

but nothing could induce him to go on 

boordy though he was assured, that if they 

attempted to row to another ship, it might 

be at the risk of his life. ^' I had rather 

<< suffer death," he replied, << than alarm 

•* Mrs. Freemantle, by letting her see me in 

^^ this state, when I can gire her no tidings 

^^ whatever ot* her husband/* They pushed 

on for the Theseus. When they came 

along^ido, he peremptorily refused all as* 

sbtauce in getting on board, so impatient 

was he that the boat shoold return, in hopei 

that it might sare m few more from the Foz« 

He desired to have only a single rope thrown 

ovrr the side, which he twisted round his left 

luimK ^vine% ^^ Let me alone : I have tcC 

^^ my l<gs kft« and one arm. Tril the 

^^ sun««oa ti> make haste^ asd gel his m- 

^^ 9truiuetu$« 1 know I most Uise my rurht 

aritt ; so ihe sooner it i» off the betiet*.'' 



r»*«i|!: «iiiv«^ ^nfelHtt^. «a«ojl*^ tiller widk ^ 
^l^^tHMk^ «hick ioUo«»i*a }iim ^,i«^ whew, he - 

tffPMB^ HMkt tll« 4n^wa« ^ ,a^ ^Jl^ j^^ MBBllBa ftt 
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The spirit which he displayed in jumping 
up the ship's side, astonished every body. 

Freemantle had been severely wounded 
in the right arm, soon after the admiral. He 
was /ortunate enough to find a boat at the 
beach, and got instantly to his ship. 
Thompson was wounded : Bowen killed, to 
the great regret of Nelson ; as was also one 
of his own officers, Lieutenant Weather* 
head, who had followed him from the Aga« 
memnon, and whom he greatly and de« 
servedly esteemed. Trowbridge, mean- 
time, fortunately for his party, missed the 
mole in the darkness, but pushed on shore 
under the batteries, close to the south end 
of the citadel. Captain Waller, of the 
Emerald, and two or three other boats, 
landed at the same time. The surf was so 



beckoned him up the stairs of the Council House, shook 
hands with him, and made him a present, in remem- 
bnmcc of his services at that time. The man took from 
his bosom a piece of lace, which he had torn from the 
sleeve of the amputated limb, saying, he had preserved, 
and wonld preserve it to the last moment, in memory of 
his old commander. 
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high, that many otheps put back. The boats 
were instantly filled with water, and stove 
against the rocks ; and most of the ammuni« 
tion in the men's pouches was wetted. 
Having collepted a few men, they pushed 
on to the gteat square, hoping there to find 
the admiral and the rest of the force. The 
ladders were all lost, so that they could 
make no immediate attempt on the citadel ; 
but they sent a sergeant, with two of the 
town's people, to summon it : this messenger 
never returned ; and Trowbridge having 
waited about an hour, in painful expec- 
tation of his friends, marched to join Cap* 
tains Hood and Miller, who had effected 
their landing to the south-west. They then 
endeavoured to procure some intelligence of 
the admiral and the rest of the officers, but 
without success. By day-break they had 
gathered together about 60 marines, 80 pike- 
men, and 180 small-arm seamen ; all the 
survivors of those who had made good their 
landing. They obtained some ammunition 
from the prisoners whom they had taken ; 
and marched on, to try what could be done 



1797 LIFE OP N£LSON. IQS 

at the citadel without ladders. They found 
all the streets commanded by field«pieces, 
and several thousand Spaniards, with about 
a hundred Frencli, under arms, approaching 
by every avenue. Finding himself without 
provisions, their powder wet, and no possi« 
bility of obtaining either stores or reinforce* 
ments from the ships, the boats being lost^ 
Trowbridge, with great presence of mind, 
sent Captain Samuel Hood with a flag of 
truce to the governor, to say he was prepared 
to burn the town, and would instantly set fire 
to it, if the Spaniards approached one inch 
nearer : — This, however, if he were com- 
pelled to do it, he should do with regret, 
for he had no wish to injure the inhabitants : 
and he was ready to treat upon these terms, 
— ^that the British troops should re-embark, 
with all their arms of every kind, and take 
their own boats, if they were saved, or be 
provided with such others as might be want- 
ing : they, on their part, engaging tflat the 
squadron should not molest the town, nor 
any of the Canary Islands : all prisoners on 
both sides to be given up. When these 

o 
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terms were proposed, the governor made 
answer, that the English ought to surrender 
as prisoners of war : but Captain Hood re- 
plied, he was instructed to say, that if the 
terms were not accepted in five minutes, Cap- 
tain Trowbridge would set the town on fire, 
and attack the Spaniards at the point of the 
bayonet. Satisfied with his success, which 
was indeed sufficiently complete, and respect- 
ing, like a brave and honourable man, the gaU 
lantry of his enemy, the Spaniard acceded to 
the proposal. ^^ And here," says Nelson in 
his journal, ^^ it is right we should notice the 
^^ noble and generous conduct of Don Juan 
^' Antonio Gutierrez, the Spanish governor. 
" The moment the terms were agreed to, he 
" directed our wounded men to be received 
^^ into the hospitals, and all our people to be 
^' supplied with the best provisions that could 
^^ be procured ; and made it known, that the 
^^ ships were at liberty to send on shore, and 
" purchase whatever refreshments they were 
" in want of during the time they might be 
" off the Island." A youth, by name Don 
Bernardo Collagon, stript himself of his 
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shirt, to make bandages for one of those 
Englishmen, against ^hom, not an hour 
before, he had been engaged in battle. 
Nelson wrote to thank the governor for the 
humanity which he had displayed. Pre* 
sents were interchanged between them. Sir 
Horatio offered to take charge of his de- 
spatches for the Spanish government; and 
thus actually became the first messenger to 
Spain of his own defeat. 

The total loss of the English, in killed, 
wounded, and drowned, amounted to S50. 
Nelson made no mention of his own wound 
in his oflScial despatches : but in a private 
letter to Lord St. Vincent, — the first which 
he wrote with his left hand, — he shows him- 
self to have been deeply affected by the 
failure of this enterprise. " I am become," 
he said, ^^ a burthen to my friends, and use- 

* less to my country : but by my last letter 

* you will perceive ray anxiety for the pro- 
^ motion of my son-in-law, Josiah Nisbot. 

* When I leave your command, I become 
^ dead to the world : — ^ I go hence, and am 
^ no more seen.' If from poor Bowen-s 
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<< loss you think it proper to oblige me, I 
** rest confident you will do it. The boy in 
^^ under obligations to me ; but he repaid 
*^ me, by bringing me from the mole of 
^' Santa Cruzi I hope you will be able to 
•* give me a frigate, to convey the remains 
** of my carcass to England."—*^ A left* 
^' handed admiral,'* he said in a subsequent 
letter, ^^ will never again be considered as 
^^ useful; therefore the sooner I get to a 
^^ very humble cottage the better; and 
^^ make room for a sounder man to serve 
" the state." His first letter to Lady Nelson 
was written under the same opinion, but in a 
more cheerful strain. ^' It was the chance 
*^ of war," said he, ** and I have great reason 
^' to be thankful : and I know it will add 
'^ much to your pleasure to find, that Josiah, 
** under God's providence, was principally 
^' instrumental in saving my life. I shall 
^^ not be surprised if I am neglected and 
** forgotten : probably I shall no longer be 
*' considered as useful : however, I shall 
" feel rich if I continue to enjoy your affec- 
^^ tion. I beg neither you nor my father 
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^^ will think much of this mishap: — my 
^^ mind has long been made up to such an 
" event." 

His son-in-law, according to his wish^ 
was immediately promoted; and honours 
enough to heal his wounded spirit, awaited 
him in England. Letters were addressed to 
him by the first lord of the admiralty, and by 
his steady friend, the duke of Clarence, to 
congratulate him on his return, covered as 
he was with glory. He assured the duke, 
in his reply, that not a scrap of that ardour 
with which he had hitherto served his king, 
had been shot away. The freedom of the 
cities of Bristol and London were transmitted 
to him ; he was invested with the order of 
the Bath ; and received a pension of j^lOOO 
a year. The memorial which, as a matter 
of form, he was called upon to present on 
this occasion, exhibited an extraordinary 
catalogue of services performed during the 
war. It stated, that he had been in four 
actions with the fleets, of the enemy, and in 
three actions with boats employed in cutting 
out of harbour, in destroying vessels, and in 
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taking three towns : he had served on shore 
"with the array four months, and commanded 
the batteries at the sieges of Bastia and Calvi: 
he had assisted at the capture of seven sail of 
the line, six frigates, four corvettes, and 
eleven privateers : taken and destroyed near 
fifty sail of merchant vessels ; and actually 
been engaged against the enemy upwards of 
an hundred and twenty times ; in which ser- 
vice he had lost his right eye and right arm, 
and been severely wounded and bruised in 
his body. 

His sufferings from the lost limb were long 
and painful. A nerve had been taken up 
in one of the ligatures at the time of the ope- 
ration ; and the ligature, according to the 
practice of the French surgeons, was of silk, 
instead of waxed thread : this produced a 
constant irritation and discharge ; and the 
ends of the ligature being pulled every day, 
in hopes of bringing it away, occasioned fresh 
^gony» He had scarcely any intermission of 
pain, day or night, for three months after 
.hii return to England. Lady Nelson, at his 
eaiBCfit request, attended the dressing his arm, 
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till she had acquired sufficient resolution and 
skill to dress it herself. One night, during 
this state of suflfering, after a day of constant 
pain, Nelson retired early to bed, in hope of 
enjoying some respite by means of laudanum. 
He was at that time lodging in Bond Street ; 
and the family was soon disturbed by a mob 
knocking loudly and violently at the door. 
The news of Duncan's victory had been 
made public, and the house was not illumi- 
nated. But when the mob were told that 
Admiral Nelson lay there in bed, badly 
wounded, the foremost of them made answer; 
^* You shall hear no more from us to night :" 
and, in fact, the feeling of respect and sym- 
pathy was communicated from one to another 
with such effect, that, under the confusion of 
such a night, the house was not molested 
again. 

About the end of November, after a night 
of sound sleep, he found the arm nearly free 
from pain : the surgeon was immediately sent 
for, to examine it ; and the ligature came 
away with the slightest touch. From that 
time it began to heal. As soon as he thought 



/ 
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his health established, he sent the following 
form of thanksgiving to the minister of St« 
George's, Hanover Square:— *^ An officer 
^^ desires to return thanks to Almighty God 
^* for his perfect recovery from a severe 
^^ wound, and also for the many mercies 
^* bestowed on him." 

. Not having been in England till now, 
since he lost his eye, he went to receive 
a yearns pay, as smart money ; but could 
not obtain payment, because he had n^Iect* 
ed to bring a certificate from a surgeon, 
that the sight was actually destroyed. A 
little irritated that this form should be in- 
sisted upon; because, though the fact was 
not apparent, he thought it was sufficiently 
notorious ; he procured a certificate, at the 
same time, for the loss of his arm ; saying, 
they might just as well doubt one as the 
other. This put him in good humour 
with himself, and with the clerk wbo had 
offended him. On his return to the office, 
the clerk finding it was only the annual pay 
of a captain, observed, he thought it had 
been more. " Oh ! *' replied Nelson^ " thb 
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" is only for an eye. In a few days I 
^' shall come for an arm; and in a little 
" time longer, Grod knows, most probably for 
" a leg." Accordingly, he soon afterwards 
went; and with perfect good humour ex* 
hibited the certificate of the loss of his arm* 
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CHAPTER V, 



CONTENTS. 

Nelson rejoins Earl St. Vincent in the Vanguard : saib 
in pursuit of tlie Frencli to Egypt ; returns to Sicilyy 
and sails again to Egypt. — Battle of the Nile. 

Early in the year 1798, Sir Horatio Nelson 
Loisted his flag in the Vanguard, and was 
ordered to rejoin Earl St. Vincent. Upon 
his departure, his father addressed him vrith 
that aifcctionate solemnity by which all his 
letters uere distinguished. ^^ I trust in the 
*' Lord," said he, " that he will prosper 
your going out and your coming in. I 
earnestly desired once more to see you, 
*' and that wish has been heard. If I should 
" presume to say, I hope to see you again, 
^* the question would be readily asked, How 
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*^ old art thou? Fale! vale! Dominevale!^^ 
It is said, that a gloorny foreboding hung on 
the spirits of Lady Nelson at their parting. 
This could have arisen only from the dread 
of losing him by the chance of war. Any 
apprehension of losing his affections could 
hardly have existed ; for all his correspond- 
ence to this time shows that he thought him- 
self happy in his marriage ; and his private 
character had hitherto been as spotless as his 
public conduct. One of the last things he 
said to her was, that his own ambition was 
satisfied, but that he went to raise her to 
that rank in which he had long wished to 
see her. 

Immediately on his rejoining the fleet, he 
was despatched to the Mediterranean, with 
a small squadron, in order to ascertain, if 
possible, the object of the great expedition 
which at that time was fitting out, under 
Buonaparte, at Toulon. The defeat of this 
armament, whatever might be its destination^ 
was deemed by the British government an 
object paramount to every other ; and Earl 
St* Vincent was directed^ if he thought it 
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necessaiy to take his whole force into the 
Mediterranean, to relinquish, for that pur* 
pose, the blockade of the Spanish fleet, as a 
thing of inferior moment : but, if he should 
deem a detachment sufficient, ^^ I think it 
^^ almost unnecessary,'* said the first lord of 
the admiralty, in his secret instructions, ^^ to 
^ ^ suggest to you the propriety of putting it 
^^ under Sir Horatio Nelson/' It is to the ho« 
nour of Earl St. Vincent, that he had already 
made the same choice. The British govern* 
ment at this time, with a becoming spirit, 
gave orders, that any port in the Mediter- 
ranean should be considered as hostile, where 
the goyemor, or chief magistrate, should re- 
fuse to let our ships of war procure supplies 
of provisions, or of any article which they 
might require. 

. The armament at Toulon consisted of 13 
ships of the line, 7 forty gun frigates, with 
S4 smaller vessels of war, and nearly 900 
transports. Mr* Udney, our consul at Leg- 
horn, was the first person who procured cer- 
tain intelligence of the enemy's design against 
Malta ; and, from hi9 own sagacity, foresaw 
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that Egypt must be their after object. Nel- 
son sailed from Gibraltar on the 9th of Maj, 
^ith the Vanguard, Orion, and Alexander, 
74*s; the Caroline, Flora, Emerald, and 
Terpsichore frigates ; and the Bonne Ci- 
toyenne sloop of war; to watch this for- 
midable armament. On the 19th, when 
they were in the Gulf of Lyons, a gale 
came on from the N. W. It moderated 
so much on the 20th, as to enable them to 
gist their top-gallant-masts and yards aloft; 
After dark, it again began to blow strong : 
but the ships had been prepared for a gale, 
and therefore Nelson's mind was easy. 
Shortly after midnight, however, his main* 
top-mast went oyer the side, and the mizen* 
top-mast soon afterward. The night was 
so tempestuous, that it was impossible for 
any signal either to be seen or heard ; and 
Nelson determined, as soon as it should be 
day-break, to wear, and scud before the gale : 
but at half past three the foremast went in 
three pieces, and the bowsprit was found to 
be sprung in three placed. When day broke, 
they succeeded in wearing the ship with a 
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remnant of the spritsail : this was hardly to 
have been expected : the Vanguard was at 
that time 25 leagues south of the islands of 
Hieres, with her head lying to the N. £. ; 
and if she had not wore, the ship must have 
drifted to Corsica. Captain Ballj in the 
Alexander, took her in tow, to carry her 
into the Sardinian harbour of St. Pietro. 
Nelson, apprehensive that this attempt might 
endanger both vessels, ordered him to cast 
off: but that excellent officer, with a spirit 
like his commander^s, replied, he was con- 
fident he could save the Vanguard, and by 
God's help he would do it. There had been 
a previous coolness between these great men ; 
but from this time Nelson became fully sen- 
sible of the extraordinary talents of Captain 
Ball, and a sincere friendship subsisted be- 
tween them during the remainder of their 
lives. ^^ I ought not," said the admiral, 
writing to his wife, — " I ought not to call 
^' what has happened to the Vanguard by 
'' the cold name of accident: I believe 
*• firmly it was the Almighly^s goodness, 
'^ to check my consummate vanity. I 
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** hope it has made me a better officer, 
^^ as I feel confident it has made me a 
*.^ better man. Figure to yourself, on 
^^ Sunday evening, at sunset, a vain man 
^^ T^alking in his cabin, with a squadron 
^^ around him, ivho looked up to their 
*' chief to lead them to glory, and in 
*^ T¥hom their chief placed the firmest re- 
^' liance that the proudest ships of equal 
•^ numbers belonging to France would have 
" lowered their flags; — figure to yourself, 
** on Monday morning, when the sun rose, 
^^ this proud man, his ship dismasted, his 
^' fleet dispersed, and himself in such dis- 
** tress, that the meanest frigate out of 
** France would have been an unwelcome 
" guest." Nelson had, indeed, more reason 
to refuse the cold name of accident to this 
tempest, than he was then aware of; for on 
that very day the French fleet sailed from 
Toulon, and must have passed within a few 
leagues of his little squadron, which was 
thus preserved by the thick weather that 
came on. 

In the orders of the British government 
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to consider all ports as hostile where the 
British ships should be refused supplies, the 
ports of Sardinia were excepted. The conti- 
nental possessions of the king of Sardinia, 
were at this time completely at the mercy 
of the French, and that prince was now dis- 
covering, when too late, that the terms to 
which he had consented, for the purpose of 
escaping immediate danger, necessarily in- 
volved, at last, the loss of the dominions which 
they were intended to preserve. The citadel 
of Turin was now occupied by French troops j 
and his wretched court feared to afford the 
common rights of humanity to British ships, 
lest it should give the French occasion to 
seize on the remainder of his dominions :-^ 
a measure for which, it was certain, they 
would soon make a pretext, if they did not 
find one. Nelson was informed, that he 
could not be permitted to enter the port of 
St. Pietro. Regardless of this interdict, 
which. Tinder his circumstances, it would 
have been an act of suicidal folly to have 
regarded, he anchored in the harbour ; and 
by the exertions of Sir James Saumarez^ 
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Captaia Ball^ and Captain Berrj, the Yan* 
guard was refitted in four days; months 
would have been employed in refitting her in 
England. Nelson, with that proper sense 
<^f merit wherever it was found, which 
proved at once the goodness and the great« 
ness of his character, especially recommended 
to Sari St. Vincent the carpenter of the Alex- 
ander, under whose directions the ship had 
l^en repaired ; stating,, that he was an old 
and faithfiil servant of the crown, who had 
been nearly thirty years a warrant ca^rpenter ; 
and begging most earnestly, that the com- 
mander-in-chief would recommend him to 
the particular notice of the Board of Admi- 
ralty. He did not leave the harbour withf 
out exiNressing his sense of the treatment 
which he had received there, in a letter, 
to the Viceroy of Sardinia. — " Sir,'* it fai^yt 
^^ h9ving, by a gale of wind, sustained aqmq 
^' trifling damages, I ranchored a small part 
^f of his Majesty's fleet under my orders pff 
^^ this island, and was surprised to hear, by 
^ran.ogicer sent by the governor, that ad-^ 
^^ mittance was to be refi|s^ to the flag of 

p 
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^ his britalinic Maj^y ifito this port. 
<< When I reflect, tkAt niy liiost gralcibiis 
«< soteHH^ i§ tfa« Oldest, I bdliev^, and 
<« cett&ffily the most faithflil, ally which 
<< tb<^ Kiilg of Satdiilia ^Vielr had, I' could 
^< fb^l the ^otFOW which it tttnst have been 
^' to blfi Maij^tjr to hav^ given ^neh ad order ; 
*' and^iiBofbrydut'ekeellaDcy, who had to 
<^ difMt its execittioii. I cdoncA biit look at 
^^ the Aftit^an shore, where the fbll6Wers o^ 
^ M^thomet are i^rfohnifl^ the part of the 
^^ good; SMiaritan, whfdi I look fbr in rain 
«' at St. Petet^s, where it is said the Christ* 
<^ iiin religion is professed." 

The delay which was thus occasioned, 
was nsefnl to him in many respects : it en« 
abled hini to complete his supply of water, 
and to irecrive a teinfoifcement, which Eari 
St. Vincent, being him^lf reinforced from 
England, was enabled to send him. It con"* 
sisted of the best ships of his fleet ; the Gnl« 
loden, 74, Captain T, Trowbridge ; Goliath, 
74, Cap«aiti T. Foley ; Minotaur, 74, Cap- 
tain T. Louis ; Defehce, 74, Captain John 
Peyton ; Bellerophon, 74, Captain H* D, 



£• Darbj ; MiyestU^ 74, C^pt^iui G. B« 
Westoott.; ZdilQUSy. 74, Cuptein S^,HQod-} 
SwifUure, 74,, Cuptnin B, Ha\Wwf?U ; :Th«^ 
9ausv 74, Captoin R..,W. MiJleiej ^i^4»« 
caous, .74, Ctvptoia JDayidgo GquW^^ Tb§ 
lieander, 3Q, Capt^i^T. 3^ TbasipsfH^ wi^ 
«fterwaj(d add^r 'Xheseiabip^/vy^rd i9a4<( 
ready for ih^ servn?^ a« sqon aft Jgarl S<. 
Vincent r^cmv^d a^vke iroiiji ^JSngMd Jbat 
be w^ (o bq .rQinforqQd....4t:iBpoq ^^ (^ 
remforcement yiw leen from the aiast-'head 
of th^ admiral's ihip, off Cadiz bay, signal 
was immediately made to Captain Trow- 
bridge to put to §ea s and be was out of 
fight before the ships from bom^ cast anchor 
in the British station. Trowbridge took with 
him no instructions to Nelson as to the cQurse 
he was to steer, nor any certain account of 
the enemy's destination : every thing was left 
ip his own judgement. Unfortunately, the 
frigates had been separated from him in the 
tempest, and had not been able \o rejoin : 
Uiey sought him unsuccessfully in the Bay 
of Naples, where they obtained no tidings 
of his course ; and lie sailed withput them- 
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• The first news of tbe enemy's annament 
was, that it had sorpriaed Malta. Nelson 
ftrmed a phut for attackhig it while at 
anchor at €r02o ; but on tbe S9d of Jane 
Intelligenoe reached him that the French 
had left that island -on the 16tb, the day 
after their arrival. It was clear that their 
destination was eastward — he thought f<Nr 
Egypt—and for Egypt, therefore, he made 
all sail. Had the frigates been with him 
he conid scarcely have failed to gain in- 
formaticm of tbe enemy t for want of them, 
he only spoke three vessels on the way ; two 
came from Alexandria, one from the Archi- 
pelago ; and neither of them had seen any 
thing of the French. He arrived off Alex- 
andria on the S8th, and the enemy were not 
there, neither was there any account of them ; 
but the governor was endeavouring to pot the 
city in a state of defence, having received 
advice from Leghorn, that the French ex- 
pedition was intended against Egypt, after it 
had taken Malta. Nelson then shaped hu 
course to the northward, for Cammania ; and 
steered from thence along the southern side 
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of Candia, carrying a press of sail both night 
and day, with a contrary wind. It would 
have been his delight, he said, to have tried 
Buonaparte on a wind. It would have been 
jthe delight of Europe too, and the blessing 
of the world, if that fleet had been overtaken 
Tf ith its general on board. But of the my- 
riads and millions of human beings who 
would have been preserved by that day's 
victory, there is not one to whom such 
essential benefit would have resulted, as to 
Buonaparte himself. It would have spared 
him his defeat at Acre — his only disgrace ; 
for to have been defeated by Nelson upon 
the seas, would not have been disgraceful : 
it would have spared him all his after enor- 
mities. Hitherto his career had been glo- 
rious ; the baneful principles of his heart 
had never yet passed his lips : history would 
have represented him as a soldier of fortune, 
who had faithfully served the cause in which 
he engaged; and whose career had been 
distinguished by a series of successes, un- 
exampled in modern times. A romantic 
obscurity would have hung over the expe- 
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iJittMi to £^^t, sai9 lie iMrould hare escaped 
lli<e fferpetradtm of those crimes which inxre 
ihiircafniadined htjs soul with n deefier die than 
fbat of the pttf pie for which he cMMmKed 
Ih^im ;^^hose atlts ef peifidy, itfidinght nraiv 
€tet, ifiafp^i^, and tewMselete tymitiy, 
^ich )iave consigned his name 1o BaiTeisal 
^^^recrnftion, now and for ever. 

Concdvin^ thaft when «n oficer is ndt 
BQCCei^ftd in his plans it is absolutely ne- 
Cie^^ry l!hat he should ^explata the meAi'V^ 
YfpMi which Urey were founded, Nebaa 
wrcfte sit this time aa accomit and ym^ 
^tdatioa of his condud; far having -caiw 
tied Ihe 4edt to Egypt. iTbe fAajebSim 
^hibh be antti^artM *^as, thkt IJe tmgVt 
Hbt to hare tnad6 Vo long h V^age wftUevA 
laititfe tt*rtain infbAnteffiom •* M^ answA,^ 
^flhe, ^ fe ready-iiWho %a8rio get *t 
^^'frotn i The gdveWfiifAitsttf Naples ^iaA 
*« Sifcily dthet bicw ndl/4r ^Aoie *>• k^ 
^*^ 'toeltt igftomnte.' Was I to ^i^att {AiMeiAIy 
^ until 1 Tretfrd certain accounts f If Egypt 
^< tirerfe Uhcir cWjett, »befdi^e I ^coiild 1lenr^df 
^* *tbem<hey>>yotfldhavebcwi*hi*In(&/ '1^ 
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" do nothing, w*^ disgrftpefiid^ ikpi^efqfG I 
^^ made use of ipy lupders^i^tijsgY I ap^ 
5* before yo»r lord^Hjips' ju^ge^^^f ; apd if, 
^^ under «U circi|mstiN9ce3, pjt i$ 4f9ci4^4 
<* t^at I fun wrong, I o^gH, fyf t^p |sa]|M3 
^' of our (coui^try, lo J^ isuperae^f^ $ for at 
^^ this moA^ent, when I Im¥>w tbe Ffnepch ar^ 
<^ not in AleiLiMidriii, I bol^ ihfi ^axae ppifi^ 
^^ a$ off Cape P^ssaro,— ^bat, |y#d^|r fill dii- 
^^ cumstances, I was right in steejri^ fof 
'^ Alexandlria : aiid by th^t (opini^a I must 
.^^ stand cMrfiEm." Cji(rfaii# PaU, to whojn j!;^ 
showed this paper, fi^ him, be sbojii^^ jeer 
comm^pd.a friau^ oey^A^ l^jpikj^^efeiipe 
ofhis conduct before Jhf vf^jf^ffffi^ (^e^^ixyr^ 
he migh^ gpive tfce fullest ir^aw^tfof wbi9t^ 
,h%A 4pive, jexpi^esse^ in ji|iQllTtemsr.#9 vwJjd 
eviooe ih^t be had aQte4:£r<W.tfiy^^<¥iee^ 
owYictifvi, of ^be^ T}gU v. > ^^ i^f ; ^vmv ^e 
must e3i;|]^ct that th^ jHibJip iW9¥ldi vieif^ it 
in th^ ^am^Q.liigbt^ (C^^l^ivt^jSMi ju^dgied 
rpgbtly Qf ith(B {wbUc^ wji^ose^^rst i^p^)(^e£i, 
tbough from wanA i^f ^^fl^cient in^/p^tiw 
. tbey (upflft fre^^ntjy be errpneouSi igre^gene- 
jfttUy »f(^Nlde4 iMpos^ ju^t 4*«elviisi,. B^ the 
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public are easily misled, and there are always 
persons ready to midead tbem. Nelson bad 
not yet attained that fame which compels 
enry to be silent ; and when it was known 
in England that he had returned after ah 
unsuccessful pursuit, it was said that his 
deserved impeachment; and Earl St. Vin- 
cent was severely censured for baring serft 
SO' young ah officer upon so important a 
service. * 

Baffled in his pursuit, he returned to 
Sicily* ' The Neapolitan minktry bad de- 
termined to give his squadron no assistance, 
being resolved to do nothing which could 
possibly' endanger their peace with the 
French directory: by means, however,' of 
Lady Hamilton's influence at court, he pro- 
cured secret orders to the Sicilian governors'; 
nnd^ under those orders, obtained every thing 
If hich he wanted at Syracuse 2 — ^ timely sup- 
ply; without which, he always said, he 
could not have recommenced his pursuit 
with any hope of success. ^^ It is an old 
^^ saying," said he in bis letter, thiit 
^^ the devil's children have the devil-s 
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** luck. I cannot to this moment learn, 
*' beyond vague conjecture, where the 
** French fleet are gone to ; and having 
^^ gone a round of six hundred leagues at 
^^ this season of the year, with an expedition 
^^ incredible, here I am, as ignorant of the 
^^ situation of the enemy as I was twenty- 
** seven days ago. Every moment I have 
*^ to regret the frigates having left me : had 
^^ one half of them been with roe, I oould 
^^ not have wanted information. Should 
^^ the French be so strongly secured in port 
-f^ that I cannot get at tbem, I shall immedi- 
^^ ately shift my flag into some other ship, 
** and send <he Vanguard to Naples to be 
*' refitted, for hardly any person but my- 
^^ self would have continued on service so 
** long in such a wretched state." Vexed, 
however, and disappointed as he was. Nelson, 
with the true spirit of a hero, was still full of 
hope. ^^ Thanks to your exertions,'' said 
he, writing to Sir W. and Lady Hamilton, 
^^ we have victualled and watered ; and 
'* surely watering at the fountain of Are- 
^^ thqsa, we must have victory* We shall 
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^^ sail with the fitst breeze ; and be assured 
^< I -will return etther croimed with lauref, 
^* or covered with cypress." Earl St. Vin- 
cent he assuned, that if ibe French were 
above water he wouU find ihem out : — he 
fittll held hts ofiiniiNi that they were bound 
lor £gypt: << bttt/' fiiid ks to the first lord 
cf tlie adauralty) ^ be they bound to the 
^^ Antipodes, your loidsbip nay r^dy that I 
^^ will not lose a moiaent ia bringing them to 
« action." 

iHi the 25th of July lie saUed from Syra- 
«cttse for tlie Mqdm. Anxions beyond nea- 
•sure, and irritated that the 4eiiemy should so 
long ha^e eluded him, the tediouaness of the 
•nights tnade hjra tmp^tieat ; and Ihe 'officer 
cf the watch was >ret>eaitediy cdUed on io let 
biffi know the hour^ and conVince him, who 
measured time hy his oii^n eagerness, Ibat jt 
was not yet day-lxreak. The ^quadrcm made 
^he gutf i»f Coron on the 98tSi. Trowbridge 
*enlefed fhe port, and retmned wiitb int^lU- 
gence that Ibe Arencfa had been «een about 
^Hr weeks before ^steering io the S.JE. &om 
Candia. Nelson Ahen delevmined immedi* 
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alely to Vetera to Alexandria: and the 
Bntisli fleet aooordiiigly^ with, every sail set, 
tflood once More for the coast of Egypt Oh 
the first of Augu^ they came in sight of 
Alexandria; and al £ont in the afternoon, 
Captain Hood, in the Zealovs, made tlie 
a%nal for the Ffiench jAeet. For many pie- 
ceding days Nelson had hardly taken either 
aleep or food : he now ordered hs dinner to 
lie served, while preparations were makii^ 
for battle ; and when his officers rose from 
table, and went to their sepaamte staitioiis, he 
said to them : ^^ Befcnre this time to-morrow 
f ^ I shall h^c! gabed a peerage, <nr West- 

^' minster Abbey/' > > «*» 

The French steering idirect for Ca»4ia, 
liad made an angular passage for: Akxan- 
ihia; whereas Nelson, in^porsnit of^itbetn, 
made straight for that place, and tbnsonate- 
Yially shortened the distance, e The oom- 
parfltive smallness of his force ;iBade it ^oe- 
cessary to sail iniclose ordei^ and it coiRered 
a less spaoe than it would hare ^oi^® ^ ^^ 
frigates had been with him : the weather also 
was'ooitttaiifly ]ia|;y« . These circumstarces 
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prevented the English from falling in \¥ith 
the enemy on the Vfay to Egypt, and during 
the return to Syracuse there was still less 
probability of discovering them. 

Why Buonaparte, having e£fected his 
landing, should not have isuffered the fled; 
to return, has never yet been explained^ 
Thus much is . certain, that it was detained 
by his command; though, with his accus- 
tomed falsehood, he accused Admiral Brueys, 
afler that officer's death, of having lingered on 
the^coast, contrary to orders. The French 
fleet arrived at Alexandria on the first of 
July ; and Brueys not being able to enter the 
port, which time and neglect had ruined, 
moored his ships in Aboukir Bay, in a strong 
and compact line of battle ; the headmost 
vessel, according to his own account, being 
as close as possible to a shoal on the N. W*^ 
and the rest of the fleet forming a kind of 
curve along the line of deep water, so as not 
to be turned by any means in the S. W. 
By Buonaparte's desire he had offered a re- 
ward of 10,000 livres to any pilot of the 
country who would carry the squadron in ; 
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but none could be found Avho would yenture 
to take charge of a single vessel drawing 
more than twenty feet. He had thereforei 
made the best of his situation, and chosen 
the strongest position which he could pos- 
. sibly take in an open road . The commissary 
of the fleet said, they were moored in such a 
manner as to bid defiance to a force more 
than double their own. This presumption 
could not then be thought unreasonable. 
Admiral Barrington, when moored in a 
similar manner oft* St. Lucia, in the year 
1778, beat off the Comte d'Estaign in three 
several attacks, though his force was inferior 
by almost one third to that which assailed it. 
Here, the advantage of numbers,' both in 
ships, guns, and men, was in favour of the 
French. They had IS ships of the line and 
4 frigates, carrying 1196 guns, imd 11,8S0 
men. The English had the same number of 
ships of the line, and one 50 gun ship, carry- 
ing 1012 guns, and 8068 men. The English 
ships were all 74 s : the French had three 
80 gun ships, and one three decker of 120. 
During the whole pursuit, it had been 
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NeIson-8 practice, whenever circamstances 
"would permit, to have his captains on board 
the Van^ard, and explain to them hb own 
ideas of Uie diffisrent and best modes oTattack^ 
and such plans as he proposed to execute, on 
falling in with the enemy, whatever their 
situation might be; There is nb possible 
position, it is said, which h6 did not take 
into calculation. His officers were thus fully 
acquainted with his princiffles of tactics : and 
such was his confidence in their labilities, 
that the only thing determined upon, in case 
they should find the French at anchor, was 
ibr the ships to form as most convenient fat 
their mutual support, and to anchor by the 
stem. << First gain the victory," he said, 
^^ and then make the best use of it you can.*' 
The moment he perceived the position of the 
French, that intuitive genius with which 
Nelson was endowed, displayed itself; and 
it instantly struck him, that where there was 
loom for an enemy's ship to swing, there was 
loom fi)r one of ours to anchor. The plan 
^which he intended to pursue, therefore, was 
to keep entirely on the outer side of the French 
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line J and station his ships, as far as he was 
able, one on the outer bow, and .another on 
the outer quarter, of each of the eaemy*tt 
This plan of doubling on the enemy's ships 
was projected by Lord Hood, when he de« 
si^ed to attack the French fleet at their an* 
chorage in Gourjean road» Lord Hood 
found it impossible. to make the attempts 
but the thought was not lost upon Nelson, 
who acknowledged himself, on this occasion, 
indebted for it to his old and excellent cpm* 
manden Captain Beriy, when he compre- 
hended the scope of the design, exclaimed 
with transport, ^' If we succeed, what will 
" the world say ! "— " There is no (/^ in the 
^^ case," replied the admiral: ^^ that we 
^^ shall succeed, is certain : who may liv^ 
^^ to tell the story, is a very different ^^aesk 
<< tion." 

As the squadron advanced, the enemy 
opened a steady fire from the starboard side 
of their whole line, full into the bows of our 
van ships* It was received in silence : the 
men on board of every ship were employed 
aloft in farling sails, and below in tending the 
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braces, and making ready for anchoring. A 
miserable sight for the French ; who i^^ith all 
their skill, and all their courage, and all their 
advantages of numbers and situation, were 
upon that element, on which, when the hoar 
of trial comes, a Frenchman has no hope* 
Admiral Brueys was a brave and able man ; 
yet the indelible character of his country 
broke out in one of his letters, wherein he 
delivered it as his private opinion, that the 
English had missed him, because, not being 
superior in force, they did not think it pro* 
dent to try their strength with him. — ^The 
moment was now come in which he was io 
be undeceived* 

A French brig was instructed to decoy the 
English, by manoBUvniig so as to tempt 
them toward a shoal lying oflf the island of 
Bequieres ; but Nelson either knew tlie dan* 
ger, or suspected some demt ; and the lure 
was unsuccessful* Captain Foley led the 
way in the Goliath, oul-sailing the Zeakmiy 
which for some minutes disputed this post of 
honour with him. He had Vmg conoeived, 
thai if the enemy woe moored in line of 



1798 LIFE OF NELSON. SS5 

battle in with the land, the best plan of at*" 
tack would be, to lead between them and the 
shore, because the French guns on that side 
>vere not likely to be manned, nor even ready 
for action. Intending, therefore, to fix him* 
self on the inner bow of the Guerrievy he 
kept as near the edge of the bank as the 
depth of water would admit ; but his anchor 
hung, and having opened his fire, he drifted 
to the second ship, the Conquerant^ before it 
was clear ; then anchored by the stern, inside 
of her, and in ten minutes shot away her 
masts. Hood, in the Zealous, perceiving 
this, took the station which the Goliath in- 
tended to have occupied, and he totally 
disabled the Guerrier in twelve minutes^ 
The third ship which doubled the enemy's 
van was the Orion, Sir J. Saumarez; she 
passed to windward of the Zealous, and 
opened her larboard guns as long as they bore 
on the Guerrier; then passing inside the 
Goliath, sunk a frigate which annoyed her^ 
hauled round toward the French line, and 
anchoring inside, between the fifth and sixth 
ships from the Guerrier^ took her station on 
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the larboard bow bf the Franklin] and thiel 
quarter of the Peuple Souverain^ receiving 
and returning the fire of both. The sun 
was now nearly down. The Audacious, 
Captaiki Gould, pouring a heavy fire into 
the Guerrier aiid the Conquerantj fixed 
herself on the larboard bow of the latter ; 
and when that shi[i struck, passed on to 
the Peuple Souverain. The Theseus, Cap- 
tain Millar, followed, brought down the 
Guerrier* s remaining main and mizen masts, 
then anchored inside of the Spartiate^ the 
third in the French line. 

White these advanced ships double the 
French line, the Vanguard was the first that 
anchored on the outer side of the enemy^ 
within half*pistol-shot of their third ship, 
the Spartiate. Nelson had six colours fly« 
ing in difierent parts of his rigging, lest 
they should be shot away ; — ^that they should' 
be struck, no British admiral considers as 
a possibility. He veered half a cable, and 
instantly opened a tremendous fire; under 
cover of wJbich the other four ships of his 
division, th^ Minotatirj Bellerophoir, De- 
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fence, and Majestic, sailed on ahead of the 
admiral. In a few minutes, every man sta^ 
tioned at the first six guns in the fore part 
of the Vanguard's deck, was killed or 
wounded : — these guns were three time« 
cleared. Captain Louis, in the Minotaur^ 
anchored next ahead, and took off the fire 
of the Aquilon^ the fourth in the enemy's 
line. The Bellerophon, Captain Darby, 
passed ahead, and dropt her stem auchor 
on the starboard bow of the Orient^ seventh 
in the line, Brueys' own ship, oi ISO guns, 
whose difference of force was in proportion 
of more than seven to three, and whose 
weight of ball, from the lower deck alone, 
exceeded that from the whole broadside of 
the Bellerophon. Captain Peyton, in the 
Defence, took his station ahead oi the Mi« 
notaur, and. engaged the Franklin^ the sixth 
in the line ; by which judicious movement 
the British line remained unbroken. The Ma- 
jestic, Captain Westcott, got entangled with 
the main rigging of one of the French ships 
astern of the Orierdy and suffered dreadfully 
from that three decker^s fire : but slie swung 
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clear, and closely engaging the Heureux^ the 
ninth ship on the starboard bow, received 
also the fire of the Tonnantj which was the 
eighth in the line. The other four ships 
of the British squadron, having been de- 
tached previous to the discovery of the 
French, were at a considerable distance 
when the action began. It commenced at 
half afler six; about seven, night closed, 
and there was no other light than that from 
the fire of the contending fleets. 

Trowbridge, in the Culloden, the fore- 
most of the remaining ships, was two leagues 
astern. He came on sounding, as the others 
had done: as he advanced, the increasing 
darkness increased the difficulty of the navi- 
gation; and suddenly, after having found 
eleven fathoms' water, before the lead could 
be hove again, he was fast aground ; nor 
could all his own exertions, joined to those 
of the Leander and the Mutine brig, which 
came to his assistance, get him off in time 
to bear a part in the action. His ship, how- 
ever, served as a beacon to the Alexander 
and Swiftsure, which would else, from the 
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course which they were holding, have gone 
considerably farther on the reef, and most 
inevitably have been lost. These ships en- 
tered the bay, and took their stations, in the 
darkness, in a manner still spoken of with 
admiration by all who remember it. Cap- 
tain Hallowell, in the Swiftsure, as he was 
bearing down, fell in with what seemed io 
be a strange sail : Nelson had directed hifr 
ships to hoist four lights horizontally at the 
mizen-peak, as soon as it became dark ; and 
this vessel had no such distinction. Hallo- 
well, however, with great judgement, ordered 
his men not to fire : if she was an enemy, he 
said, she was in too disabled a state to escape ; 
but, from her sails being loose, and the way^ 
in which her head was, it was probable she 
might be an English ship. It was the Bel-^ 
lerophon, overpowered by the huge Orient : 
her lights had gone overboard, nearly 300 
of her crew were killed or wounded, all her 
masts and cables had been shot away ; and she 
was drifting out of the line, toward the lee 
side of the bay. Her station, at this important 
time, was occupied by the Swiftsure, which 
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opened a steady fire on the quarter of the 
Frnnktm and the bows of the French ad- 
miral. At the same instant, Captain Ball, 
with the Alexander, passed under his stem, 
ahd anchored within side on his larboard 
quarter, raking him, and keeping up a 
severe fire of musquetry upon his decks. 
The last ship which arrived to complete 
Uie destruction of the enemy, was the Le« 
andcr. Captain Thompson, finding that 
nothing could be done that night to get off 
the Culloden, advanced with the intention 
of anchoring athwart hawse of the Orient: 
The Franklin was so near her ahead, thajt 
there was not room for him to pass clear 
of the two; he therefore took his station 
athwart hawse of the latter, in such a poM* 
tion as to rake both. 

The 4wo first ships of the French line bad 
been dismasted within a quarter of an -hour 
after the commencement 'of 4he action-; and 
I ^ the others had in that time suffsred so fie* 
verely, that victory was already certain. 
The third, fourth, and fifth, iveie taken 
possession of at half past eight. Mean- 
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time Nelson receiyed a ieirei» iv<owd oa-^I^]^ 
head from a piece of langridge shot. Cap* 
tain Berry caught him in his atoi^ a^'he.^a^ 
falling. The great eiSfusion of bjlpoifd occ^- 
sioned an apprehension that the woand iva$ 
mortal : Nelson himself thought so : a l^rge 
i3ap of the skin of the forehead, cut from 
the bone, had fallen over one eye ; and tl^e 
other being blind, he was in total darkness. 
When he ^as carried down, the surgeon,— 
in the midst of a scene scarcely to be cqn- 
ceived by .those who have never seen a cock- 
pit in time of action, and the heroism which is 
displayed amid its horrors,— with a natural 
.and pardonable eagerness, quitted the poor 
fellow then under his hands, that he might 
instantly attend the admiral. ** No ! " sajd 
Nelson, ** I will take my turn w|th my 
" brave fellows." Nor would he suffer his 
own wound to be examined .^ill ^yery man 
whp:had been previously wounded was pro- 
perly attended to. ^ully belie^ipg ^tiat t]]^ 
wound was mortal, and that be^w^ ^bpi^t 
.to die, as he had ever desired, in, battte and 
in victory, |ie qil}ed the chaplain, aQd 
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desired him to deliver "what be supposed 
to be his dying remembrance to Lady Nel- 
son : he then sent for Captain Louis on 
board from the Minotaur, that he might 
thank him personally for the great assist- 
ance which he had rendered to the Vanguard ; 
and ever mindful of those v^ho deserved to 
be his friends, appointed Captain Hardy 
from the brig to the command of his own 
ship, Captain Berry having to go home with 
the news of the victory. When the sur- 
geon came in due time to examine his 
wound, (for it was in vain to entreat him 
to let it be examined sooner,) the most 
anxious silence prevailed ; and the joy of 
the wounded men, and of the whole crew, 
when they heard that the hurt was merely 
superficial, gave Nelson deeper pleasure, 
than the unexpected assurance that his life 
was in no danger. The surgeon requested, 
and, as far as he could, ordered him to 
remain quiet: but Nelson could not rest. 
He called for his secretary, Mr. Campbell, 
to write the despatches, Campbell had him* 
self been wounded ; and was so affected at the 
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blind and suffering state of the admiral, that* 
he was unable to write. The chaplain was' 
then sent for ; but, before he came, Nelson, 
with his characteristic eagerness, took the 
pen, and contrived to trace a few words, 
marking his devout sense of the success 
which had already been obtained. He was 
now left alone ; when suddenly a cry was 
heard on the deck, that the Orient was on 
fire. In the confusion, he found his way 
up, unassisted and unnoticed; and, to the 
astonishment of every one, appeared on thef 
quarter-deck, where he immediately gave? 
order that boats should be sent to the relief 
of the enemy. 

It was soon after nine that the fire otf 
board the Orient broke out. Brueys was 
dead : he had received three wounds, yet 
would not leave his post : a fourth cut hint 
almost in two. He desired not to be carried 
below, but to be left to die upon deck. Th^ 
flames soon mastered his ship. Her sideis 
had just been painted; and the oil-jars, 
and paint-buckets, were lying on the poop^ 
By the prodigious light of this conflagra- 
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tioO) the situation of the iyfo fleets o^Mild 
now be perceived) the colours of Ix^h b^ing 
cleariy distinguishable* About ten o'clock the 
ship blew up. This tremendous explosion 
was followed by a silence not less awful : the 
firing immediately ceased on. both sides ; and 
the first sound which broke the silence, was 
the dash of her shattered masts and yards, 
falling into the water from the vast height to 
which they had been exploded. It is upon 
record, that a battle between two armies was 
once broken ofi* by an earthquake ;?— such an 
event would be felt like a miracle ; but no 
incident in war, produced by human means, 
has ever equalled the sublimity of this coin- 
stantaneous pause, and all its circumstances. 
About seventy of the Orienfs crew were 
9aved by the English boats. Among the 
many hundreds who perished, wese the 
Commodore, Casa-Bianca, aqd his son, a 
brave boy only ten years old. They were 
seen floating on the wreck of a mast when 
the ship blew up. She had money on 
board io the amount of 600,000/. sterling. 
A port fire from her fell into .t)jc main-royal 



1798 LIFE OF NELSON. 235 

of the Alexander : the fire ivhich it occa- 
sioned was speedily extinguished. Captain 
Ball had provided, as fer as human fore* 
sight could provide, against any such danger. 
All the shrouds and sails of his ship, \irhich 
were not absolutely necessary for its im« 
mediate management, vfere thoroughly ivet« 
ted, and so rolled up, that they ivere as 
hard and as little inflammable as so many 
solid cylinders. 

The firing recommenced with the ships 
to leeward of the centre, and continued till 
about three. At day-break, the Guitlaume 
Telly and the Genereux, the two rear ships 
of the enemy, were the only French ships 
of the line which had their colours flying : 
they cut their cables in the forenoon, not 
having been engaged, and stood out to sea, 
and two frigates with them. The Zealous 
pursued ; but as there was no other ship 
in a condition to support Captain Hood, he 
was recalled. It was gcmerally believed by 
the officers, that if kelson had not been 
wounded, not one of these ships could have 
escaped: the four cei'iainly could not, if 
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the CuUoden had got ioto action: and if 
the frigates belonging to the squadron had 
been present, not one of the enemy's fleet 
ivould have left Aboukir Bay. These four 
vessels, however, ivere all that escaped ; and 
the victory was the most complete and glo- 
rious in the annals of naval history. '* Vic-. 
" tory," said Nelson, " is not a name 
" strong enough for such a scene ; " he 
called it a conquest. Of thirteen sail of the 
line, . nine were taken, and two burnt : of 
the four frigates, one burnt, another sunk. 
The British loss in killed and wounded 
amounted to 895. Westcott was the only 
captain who fell. 3105 of the French, in* 
eluding the wounded, were sent on shore by 
cartel ; and 5325 perished. 

As soon as the conquest was completed, 
Nelson sent orders through the fleet, to return 
thanksgiving in every ship for the victory 
with which Almighty God bad blessed his 
majesty's arms. The French at Rosetta, 
who with miserable fear beheld the engage- 
ment, were at a loss to understand the stillness 
of the fleet during the performance of ihU 
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solemn duty ; but it seemed to affect many 
of the prisoners, officers as well as men : and 
graceless and godless as the officers Mrere, 
some of them remarked, that it was no won- 
der such order was preserved in the British 
navy, when the minds of our men could be 
impressed with such sentiments after so great 
a victory, and at a moment of such confu- 
sion. — ^Thc French at Kosetta seeing their 
four ships sail out of the bay unmolested, 
endeavoured to persuade themselves that 
they were in possession of the place of battle. 
But it was in vain thus to attempt, against 
their own secret and certain conviction^ to 
deceive themselves : and even if they could 
have succeeded in this, the bonfires which 
the Arabs kindled along the whole coast, and 
over the country, for three following nights, 
would soon have undeceived them. Thou- 
sands of Arabs and Egyptians lined th^ 
shore, and covered the house tops during 
the action, rejoicing in the destruction which 
had overtaken their invaders. Long after 
tlie battle, innumerable bodies were seen 
floating about the bay, in spite of all the 
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exertions 'which ivere made to sink them, 
as well from fear of pestilence, as from the 
loathing and horror which the sight occa- 
sioned. The shore, for an extent of four 
leagues, was covered with wreck ; and 
the Arabs found employment for many 
days in burning on the beach the fragments 
which were cast up, for the sake of the iron* 
Part of the Orients main-mast was picked 
up by the Swiftsure. Captain Hallo well 
ordered his carpenter to make a coffin 
of it ; the iron as well as wood was taken 
from the wreck of the same ship : it was 
finished as well and handsomely as the work* 
roan^s skill and materials would permit ; and 
Hallowell then sent it to the admiral with 
the following letter* — ^^ Sir, I have taken 
^^ the liberty of presenting you a coffin 
'^ made from the main*mast of VOricnty 
" that when you have finished your military 
" career in this world, you may be bnried 
^' in one of your trophies. But that that 
^^ period ttiay be far distant, is the earnest 
^' wish of your sincere friend, Benjamin 
^* :Hl^welU*'--*An oiFeriBg so .strange, and 
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yet SO suited to the occasion, T^as receired 
by Nelson in the spirit with \rhich it waft 
sent. As if he felt it good for him, now th^t 
he was at the summit of bis wishes, to hare 
death before his eyes, he ordered the coffin 
to be placed upright in his cabin. Such a 
piece of furniture, however, was more suit- 
able to hb own feelings than to those of hk 
guests and attendants ; and an old favourito 
servant entreated him so earnestly to let it 
be removed, that at length he consented 
to have the coffin carried below : but he 
gave strict orders that it should be safely 
stowed, and reserved for the purpose for 
which its brave and worthy donor had 
designed it. 

The victory was complete; but Nelsoa 
could not pursue it as he would have done^ 
for want of means. Had he been provided 
with small craft, nothing could have prcw 
vented the destruction of the storeshijis and 
transports in the port of Alexandria :'^ou^ 
bomb-vessels would at that time have burnt 
the whole in a few hours. ^^ Were I te 
^' die this moment J' said be in his de# 
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tpatches to the admiralty, ^' want of frigates 
** would be found stamped on my heart! 
** No words of mine can express what I 
^^ have suffered, and am suffering, for want 
^^ of them." He had also to bear up against 
great bodily suffering : the blow had so 
shaken his head, that from its constant and 
violent aching, and the perpetual sickness 
which accompanied the pain, he could 
sicarcely persuade himself that the skull was 
not fractured. Had it not been for Trow- 
bridge, Ball, Hood, and Hallowell, he 
declared that he should have sunk under 
the fatigue of refitting the squadron. ** All," 
he said, ^^ had done well ; but these officers 
^^ were his supporters." But^ amidst his 
sufferings and exertions. Nelson could yet 
think of all the consequences of his vic- 
tory ; and that no advantage from it might 
be lost, he despatched an officer over land 
to India, with letters to the governor of 
Bombay, informing him of the arrival of 
the French in Egypt, the total destruction 
of their fleet, and the conjsequent preserva- 
tion of India from any attempt agamst it 
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on the part of this formidable armament. 
^^ He knew that Bombay/' he said, ^^ was 
" their first object, if they could get there ; 
^^ but he trusted that Almighty God would 
<< overthrow in Egypt these pests of the 
^^ human race. Buonaparte had never yet 
<< had to contend with an English officer, 
^^ and he would endeavour to make him 
^^ respect us." This despatch he sent 
upon his own responsibility, with letters of 
credit upon the East India Company, ad- 
dressed to the British consuls, vice-consuls, 
and merchants, on his route ; Nelson saying, 
'^ that if he had done wrong, he hoped the 
^^ biUs would be paid, and he would repay 
^^ the Company : for, as an Englishman, 
^^ he should be proud that it had been in 
^^ his power to put our settlements on their 
^^ guard." The information which by this 
means reached India was of great import- 
ance. Orders had just been received for 
defensive preparations, upon a scale propor- 
tionate to the apprehended danger ; and the 
extraordinary expenses which would other- 
wise have been incurred, were thus prevented. 

II 
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Nelson was now at the summit of glory : 
congratulations, rewards, and honours, were 
showered upon him by all the states, and 
princes, and powers, to whom his victory 
gave a respite. The first communication of 
this nature which he received, was from the 
Turkish sultan ; who, as soon as the invasion 
of Egypt was known, had <:aUed upon ^^ all 
^^ true believers to take arms against those 
^^ swinish infidels the French, that they might 
^^ deliver these blessed habttatioos finom their 
^^ accursed hands;*' and who had ordered his 
^^ pashas to turn night into day in thorefibits 
<^ to take vengeance." The present of ^' his 
^^ imperial majesty, the powerful, fiDimidable, 
<^ and most magnifioeni, Gmnd Seignior,*' 
was a pdkse of saMes, with fanad sleeves, 
valaed at five thousand doDais ; and a dia> 
WMwd i^evctte, valued aft eighfteea 
t!he wKKft hoMMuable badge 
aad ia tliis iniitawc*. more eipecadBy 
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** session." The sultan also sent, in a spirit 
worthy of imitation, a purse of two thou- 
sand sequins, to be distributed among the 
wounded. The mother of the sultan sent 
him a box, set with diamonds, valued at 
one thousand pounds. The czar Paul, in 
whom the better part of his strangely com- 
pounded nature at this time predominated, 
presented him with his portrait, set in dia- 
monds, in a gold box, accompanied with a 
letter of congratulation, written by his own 
hand. The king of Sardinia also wrote to 
him, and sent a gold box, set with diamonds. 
Honours in profusion were awaiting him at 
Naples. In his own country the king 
granted these honourable augmentations to 
his armorial ensign: a chief undulated, 
argent / thereon waves of the sea; from 
which a palm tree issuant, between a dis- 
abled ship on the dexter, and a ruinous 
battery on the sinister, all proper : and for 
his crest, on a naval crown, or, the che- 
lengk, or plume, presented to him by the 
Turk, with the motto, Palmam qui meruit 
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ferat*. And io his fiupporters, being a 
saUor on the dexter, and a lion on the sinis« 
ter, were given these honourable augment^ 
ations : a palm branch in the sailor's hand, 
and another in the paw of the lion^ both 
proper : with a tri-coloured flag and staff in 
the lion's mouth. He was created Baron 
Nelson of the Nile, and of Bumham Thorpe, 
with a pension of SOOO/. for his own life, 
and those of his two immediate successors. 
When the grant was moved in the house of 
commons, General Walpole expressed an 
opinicMi, that a higher degree of rank ought 
to be conferred. Mr. Pitt made iEmswer, 



* It has been erroneously said that the motto was 
selected by the king : — it was fixed on by Lord Gren* 
ville, and taken from an ode of Jortin^. The appli- 
cation was singnlarly fortmiate; and the ode itself 
breathes a spirit^ in which no man ever more tmly 
sympathized than Nelson: 

Concwrrant paribtu cum ratibui rata, 
Spcctent numina ponti, et 
Palmcan qui meruit ferat. 
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that he thought it needless to enter into that 
question. ^^ Admiral Nelson's fame,'* h^ 
said, ^^ would be coequal with the British 
^^ name, and it would be remembered that 
*' he had obtained the greatest naval yio 
^^ tory on record: when no man would 
^^ think of asking, Whether he had been 
^^ created a baron, a viscount, or an earl ?'* 
It was strange that, in the very act of con* 
ferring a title, the minister should haveT 
excused himself for not having conferred 
a higher one, by representing all titles, on 
such an occasion, as nugatory and super- 
fluous. True, ' indeed, whatever title had 
been bestowed, whether viscount, earl, mar«- 
qub, duke, or prince, if our laws had so 
permitted, he who received it would have 
been Nelson still. That name he had en- 
nobled beyond all addition of nobility : it 
was the name by which England loved him, 
France feared him, Italy, Egypt, and Tur- 
key, celebrated him ; and by which he will 
continue to be known while the present 
kingdoms and languages of the world en- 
dure, and as long as their history after them 
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shall be held in remembrance. It depended 
upon the degree of rank what should be the 
fashion of his coronet, in what page of the 
red book his name was to be inserted, and 
what precedency should be allowed his 
lady in the drawing-room and at the ball. 
That Nelson's honours were aflfected thus 
far, and no farther, might be conceded to 
Mr. Pitt and his colleagues in administra* 
tion: but the degree of rank which they 
thought proper to allot, was the measure of 
their gratitude*, though not of his ser-r 

* Mr. Windham must be excepted from this well* 
deserved censure. He, whose fate it seems to have 
been ahnost always to think and feel more generously 
than those with whom he acted, declared, when he 
contended against his own party for Lord WeUington's 
peerage, that he always thought Lord Nelson had been 
inadequately rewarded. The case was the more fla- 
grant, because an earldom had so lately been granted 
for the battle of St. Vincent's ; an action which could 
never be compared with the battle of the Nile, if the 
very different manner in which it was rewarded did not 
necessarily force a <M>mparlson; especially, when the 
part which Nelson bore in it was considered. — Lords 
Duncan and St. Vincent had each a pension of 1000/. 
from the Irish government. This was not granted to 
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vices. This Nelson felt; and this he 
expressed, with indignation, among his 
friends. 

Whatever may have been the motives 
of the ministry, and whatever the formalities 
with which they excused their conduct to 
themselves, the importance and magnitude 
of the victory were universally acknow- 
ledged. A grant of 10,000/. was voted to Nel- 
son by the East India Company ; the Turkish 
Company presented him with a piece of 
plate ; the city of London presented a sword 
to him, and to each of his captains. Gold 
medals were distributed to the captains, and 
the first lieutenants of all the ships were pro* 
moted, as had been done after Lord Howe's 
victory. Nelson was exceedingly anxious 
that the captain and first lieutenant of the 
CuUoden should not be passed over because 
of their misfortune. To Troubridge himself 
he said, ^^ Let us rejoice that the ship which 

Nelson, in consequence of the Union -, though^ *^^ly> 
it would be more becoming to increase the British grant^ 
than to save a thousand a year by the Union in such 
cases. 
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^^ got on shore was commanded by an oflSice^ 
*^ whose character is so thoroughly esta* 
^^ blished." To the admiralty he stated, 
that Captain Troubridge's conduct was as 
fully entitled to praise as that of any one 
officer in the squadron, and as highly de- 
serving of reward. " It was Troubridge,*' 
said he^ ^^ who equipped the squadron so 
^^ soon at Syracuse : it was Troubridge who 
^^ exerted himself for me after the action : 
^^ it was Troubridge who saved the Cul* 
^^ loden, when none that I know in the 
^^ service would have attempted it.*' The 
gold medal, therefore, by the king's express 
desire, was given to Captain Troubridge, 
^^ for his services both before and since, and 
^^ for the great and wonderful exertions 
^^ which he made at the time of the action, 
^' in saving and getting off his ship." The 
private letter from the admiralty to Nelsmi 
informed him, that the first lieutenants of 
all the ships engaged were to be promoted. 
Nelson instantly wrote to the commander 
in chief.rr-" I sincerely hope," said he, 
<< this is not intended to exclude the first 
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^^ lieutenant of the CuUoden. — ^For Hea« 
** ven*s sake,— for my sake, — if it be so, 
^^ get it altered. Our dear friend Trou* 
^^ bridge has endured enough. His suffer* 
^^ ings were, in every respect, more than 
^^ any of us." To the admiralty he wrote 
in terms equally warm. ^^ I hope, and be* 
^^ lieve, the word engaged is not intended 
^ to exclude the-Culloden. The merit of 
^^ that ship, and her gallant captain, are 
^^ too well known io benefit by any thing I 
^^ could say. Her misfortune was great 
^^ in getting aground, while her more for*^ 
^^ tunate companions were in the full tide 
^^ of happiness. No ; I am confident that 
^^ my good Lord Spencer will never add 
^^ misery to misfortune. Captain Trou- 
^^ bridge on shore is superior to captains 
^^ afloat: in the midst of his great mis* 
^^ fortunes he made those signals which 
^^ prevented certainly the Alexander and 
^^ Swiftsure from running on the shoals. I 
^^ beg your pardon for writing on a subject 
" which, I verily believe, has never entered 
^^ your lordship^s head; but my heart, as 
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" it ougbt to be, is warm to my gallant 
♦* friends.** Thus feelingly alive was Nel- 
son to the claims, and interests, and feelings 
of others. The admiralty replied, that the 
exception was necessary, as the ship had 
not been in action : but they desired the 
commander in chief to promote the lieu* 
tenant upon the first vacancy which should 
occur. 

Nelson, in remembrance of an old and 
uninterrupted friendship, appointed Alex- 
ander Davison sole prize agent for the cap- 
tured ships : upon which Davison ordered 
medals to be struck in gold, for the captains ; 
in silver, for the lieutenants and warrant 
officers ; in gilt metal, for the petty officers ; 
and in copper, for the seamen and marines. 
The cost of this act of liberality amounted 
nearly to 9000L It is worthy of record on 
another account ;^-for some of the gallant 
men, who received no other honorary badge 
of their conduct on that memorable day, 
than this copper medal, from a private 
individual, years afterwards, when they 
died upon a foreign station, made it their 
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last request, that the medals might care- 
fully be sent home to their respective 
friends. -— So sensible are brave men of 
honour, in whatever rank they may be 
placed. 

Three of the frigates, whose presence 
would have been so essential a few weeks 
sooner, joined the squadron on the twelfth 
day after the action. The fourth joined a 
few days after them. Nelson thus received 
despatches, which rendered it necessary for 
him to return to Naples. Before he left; 
Egypt he burnt three of the prizes : they 
could not have been fitted for a passage to 
Gibraltar in less than a month, and that at a 
great expense, and with the loss of the 
service of at least two sail of the line. " I 
^' rest assured," he said to the admiralty, 
^^ that they will be paid for, and have held 
" out that assurance to the squadron. For 
*^ if an admiral, after a victory, is to look 
^' after the captured ships, and not to the 
*^ distressing of the enemy ; very dearly, 
^^ indeed, must the nation pay for the 
*^ prizes. I trust that 60,00W. will be 
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*^ deemed a veiy moderate sum for them : 
^^ and when the services, time, and meo, 
'^ with the expense of fitting the three ships 
'^ for a voyage to England, are considered, 
^' government will save nearly as much as 
*^ they are valued at. — ^Faying for prizes," 
he continued, ^^ is no new idea of mine, and 
^^ would often prove an amazing saving 
'< to the state, even without taking into 
^^ calculation what the nation loses by the 
^^ attention of admirals to the property of 
** the captors; an attention absolutely neoes- 
'^ sary, as a recompense for the exertions <^ 
^^ the officers and men. An admiral may 
*^ be amply rewarded by his own feel- 
^^ ings, and by the approbation of his su- 
*^ periocB ; but what reward have the infisrimr 
^* officers and men, but the value of the 
^^ prizes? If an admiral takes that firom 
'^ themj on any consideration, he cannot 
^^ expect to be well supported.'' To Earl 
St. Vincent he said, '^ If he could have 
'^ been sure that government would have 
^^ paid a reasonable value for them, he 
^^ woukl have ordered two of the other 
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^^ prizes to be burnt : for they would cost 
^^ more in refitting, and by the loss of 
^^ ships attending them, than they were 
« worth." 

Haying sent the six remaining prizes for- 
ward, under Sir James Saumarez, Nelson 
left Captain Hood, in the Zealous, off 
Alexandria, with the Swiftsure, Goliath, 
Alcmene, Zealous, and Emerald, and stood 
out to sea himself on the seventeenth day 
after the battle. 
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